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;and warfare thian the story of the so]itary
soldiers of fortune %who soughit service and
found fâme, and somethmes nîîsfortune
under the flag of foreign kings." It is
but natural therefore that we shotdd be
attracted by a series of such brilliant
military achievenients as those of the
Irish exiles in France, Fianders, ltaly,
Gerniany and Russia.

l-owvever, before relating a few% af the
niany glorious deeds performied by Irish.-
men in the Iast couple of centuîries, it igh-lt
not prove uninteresting, ta takeu a 1p.issitig
glance at sonile of he chararteristics of
the Irish soldier, especially ihiose whiclh
disting'uishi hlmi fron-i the soldiers of al
other n-ationalitics. TI'at lie is nnibiiious
oi personal renownvi caîî îever bc doubted,
for lu no bistory, other thian th-at of ihie
Irish Brigades, will we find Sn ninny
iniýtaîîccs of humîble and unknown persons
risinc, ta, fanie and glory I>y their own
individual e:fforts. Thîe Irisbiniali's love of
war and romance niay lie sten in bis quit-
ting the cherishied hetarthis of bis fatherland,
and betaking bimiself to (oreign clinies,
there ta 'gracifv an urisatiable longing for
the thundering of canon and the blind
fury of the cavalry charge. It is on tic
battleffield that lie is l)erfectly at home.
Like the chivaîrous Frenchintan, lie niust
eve:r bc lu active service, eve:r in the front
ranks of the infautry. In lus iflp±Luous
desire ta nîinle lu the ffight bis enthusiasni
so often overpowers; hinm, that prudence
and discretion ire thrown to thc winds.

Au nid Eîîglish veteran, Lieutenant
johin Skipp, had occasion like nîany others
ta admire the excellence of the Irish
saldiers. Iu bis îîîeniairs; referring ta the
S711i Regimient, a corps called Uic
«" Amol'ozg1t »or <' Glear M/e ia y " boys,
lie sp5ke thus: "I1 must confess thrat 1
love ta be on duty, or any kind of service
with the Irish. *lhere is a proniptness ta
obey, an hilarity, a clie':rfui abedieuce,
anu i willingness ta act, which I have
rarcly met with iii any ather body of mien;
there is a willingncss ta share thieir crust
and drap, on service with theircoînrades;
an indescribable cheerfulness ini obliging
zind accouîodatingr each other. In that
corps zhere wzs a unity 1 liave neyer seen
lu any other; and as for rigliting, they
ivere vcry devils.» Another striking illus

tration of the highi esteetn lu which Irish
soldliers were hield by the great generals of
those stormiy tintes, is evinced lu the un-
concealed admiration that the I)uke of
WVellington had for them. It js related
by an historian of the Irish Brigade that
during the l>eninselar war one of the
genterals observed to the Duke of Wel-
lungton howv unsteidily a certain Irish
corps marched. Th7le noble l)uke replied:
" Ves, General, they do, indeed : but they
figlit like devils," and a coninientator con-.
.mun salys, So tbey ivili always figlît,

îvhile tIîey arc Irish. In sonie situations
they are, perhaps, tao iuipetuous -,but if
I know anytbing of Uic service, this ils a
fault on the righit side ; and what at the
moment wvas tboughit rasliness and inad-
ness. lias ilained aId England niany a
gflorlous victary." It is no wonder then
that sucb soldiers biave acquired unrivalled
celebrity, and hiave won the admiration of
Uic iuîost 1prejudictd by their daring enter-
prises, their thrilling adventures and bril-
liant aclîlevemients on aIl the great battlc-
fields of Uic western world. To -ive a
conîplete and detaiîed accaunit of the many
deeds of heroismn perforuned by Irlsh-
exiles would entail a vast anounit af deep
researchi and minute investination. It
wotuld relquire volume upan volumie ta do
justice t a cd andevery Irish soldier who
offéred up) lus 111e blood lu tile service of
foreigniers. But soie idea at least af
their bravery niay ble obtaiued fromn learn-
ing of a few of the înust celebrated
exploits lu -Yhichi sons of Ern have siione
withi unrivalled lustre.

Undoubtedîy, the nîost uîoted acliieve-
mients of aîîy body af Irish soldiers,
,,vlictbier serving at haone or abroad, were
tliose of the fanious Irish Brigade wlîich
served unider Louis XIV Onie af the
nunerous instances in which tleir valar
won the day for the Freuchi in Uhc latter's
struggles îvitî the Confederates of :Xugs-
burg, was ait the battle of Marsaglia lu 1693.
The commnîder of the Frcnc. lu that:
ineuîîrable battUe was 11arshal de Catinat.
i3esides tlîe regular Fren ch troaps he had
under bis commiand several Irishî corps
hcaded by Thonmas Maxwell, John Man-
chmp, ]Fraiicis O'Carrolî and otlier celle-
brated Irish leaders. Marshall Catinat uvas
victanlous but ta tic Irish bis victory was in
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