
THE OWI.

SIR RODERZCI< DHU.

IN TUIE "lLADY OF THE I,,KE."

IN the " Lady of the. Lake," I)ouglas and his fair daugbter amnong his
~ as in ail romantic poems, own clan. IRoderick sets about collecting

wve fi nd one character that his men to mecet the Saxons.
Srepresents the "levil genlus" Towards the mniddie of the third canto

of the tale, and in the poem our sympathy is entireiy witb the haughty
unde r consideratiori Sir Roderick in his great grief. His anxious
Roderick Dhu plays this care gained for bimi our respect, and now
important part. Mien 1Fitz- bis hovering, near his iost treasure, bis

(hra James, Helen and the pride in flot visiting bier and bis impassion-
1,0 lehave been introduced to us, ed, but too truc furebodings, ail enlist us

lr )hu appears on the scene. on his side. In the egri of the

a ch.efRoerick Dhu wve feel we recognize wonder if it wili prove tr-uc. 'libe tcîror ineffigure Of the story. l'le wild, baîf "Iclan Alpine's rugged swarmn prepares
CPaess crus and the fierce sentiments it uis for some imipending cvii. Fitz Jamies

resse are in perfect harmony with the is the very opposite of Roderick in love.

tOl 0fracter of Roderick Dhu. liVe are The latter could not have controiied bis
hi' 1- great love for Helen but before passion as did the former. 'lhlen Blanche

c'11th test it we are burried off to meet makes lier prophecy, a warning to Fitz-
0f 1 Mportant cbaracter in the person James. In bier dying bour w'e ]ose ail
R Lord Douglas. The hospitaiity that sympatby for Rodericzk and in Fitz-James
d.d.rick extends to Douglas is flot we seek an avenger of bier wrongs. Then

lctated by kindness or by any nobiiity of we see Sir Roderick leave his clan and
titrblut by the mere custom of his this strange action excites our surprise.

biya RýOderick's flerce character is forci- But his reason for doing so is soonyel XPressed in these wvords of .tbe tpparent. Audacity, self-confidence and
ACijnt Minstrel " :- pride lead bim to deperid entirely on bis

Naiue,ý5ho îhrough ail1 Ihis western wild own strengtb to baffle bis rivai, to siay
1 O"1 black jr Roderick e'er and siimilecd," Fitz-James. in the fiftb canto we witness

f'1len'5setensoarsRdicae the combat between Fitz-James and

ývhYr X Pressed in the few uines foliowi'ng, Roderick Dbu. Here our interest is at
ereakin of the debt due to bim, its heigbt. Ellen is alone and in distress,

Says, deserted by bier fatber, wh'o bas gone we
An~ oul I ay l wh ny boodknow flot wbere, and by bier lover wbom

Sîr derayit ck ni lo Roderick's jealousy and ber father's out-art sho,-uld ommy and' lawry kept away. The Douglas believing
A g Yi h e 01 1, ]i e - u l t n a c .im se lf to b e t be c a u se o f a l t is tro u b le

4gI, he as to bis friends and yet scorning to lift a

1 h0 0ehand( that for rny father fouight rebeliious band against bis sovereign, bas
rý"11, bs is daughter oughtut disappeared. Roderick fearful of the

~rolnanl 1 Clasp it, reeking red, prahnSxosndwue bte
01! eant W latih.ee in their shed ? aprabnSxosnd oued yte
he ldlye bil his virtues gleam, sting of unrequited love, is gatbering bis

11 i pssins îlarker seeni, clan. F'itz-James, the self.appointed
k-Jitni!ng hisseri thmdight k. averiger of the unfortunate Blanche, is led

ûon h nng A th minigh sly."back by bis love for Helen, treated as a
cotfwe see the rivais meet. The rebel, and led away by a spy, to a lonely
e sarcasm of Roderick and bis glen, wbere bie is calied upon to face in

OP artu0 Of the royal Jamnes corne in mortal combat the cbieftain whom be bias
p rid atuely when lie speaks from wounded insulted. When Fitz-James is iost in the

al uoreover to bis successful rival- forest bie is met by a chieftain wbomn be
arturel~ temnt the unseemly quarrel. failstha glberckhiniefa none Ft

Proposes to find shelter for James bis assistance as a guide:


