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and everything so long as the mighty dollar
cati be acquired. But it is precisely this
iaterial l)rosperity, whiclî so many affect

to despise, tbat binds the Anierican
people b3' chains of adanmant to their
country, and creates witbin thenm an al-
mnost cynical disregard for ail those who
are unifortuna.te enough to differ from
their well-established convictions.

Having thus pointed out wbat bas flot
been donc by Canadians and Amiericans
towards establisbing a national I iterature,
together witb the various obstaclee- wbich
have iiii).-ded tieir progress in ibis
direction, we' shall next endeavor to out-
line as briefly as possible what has been
already done, by whom ià bas been ac-
complished, and hov far the liteature of
eacbi cou ntry reflects the spirit of the
people. As poetry is a truer mirror tban
bistory. of a nation's vitality and progress
-ive shall begin with the poets, and the
first naie that attracts our notice is thai of
Clins. G. D). Roberts. He is admitedly
the sweetest of our Canadian singrers, and
bis poenis bear conîparison wiîb the best
ibis coninient bias produced.

In strcngtbi and richness lie bias been
conipared t0 Swinburne, in graccfulness of
style and refinenient of versification hie is
tbe equal of 'Moore, while in the charni of
his imagery, and the elevation of bis moral
teriching he is the peer of Longfellow.
The following is the appreciahion given by
a leading New York journal of Mr.
roberts' pocnis. 1' be anîbhor bias flot
rusbed before tbe public witb a great
bundle of ail kinds in bis bands, but be
bas ,iven us a book of choice tbings witb
tbe inidifférent tbings well weeded out.
Orion is a poernwbichMNiorrisnîiigbî flot dis-
damn, arnd wvhich bas this advantage over
that poet's treatment of classiL thenies,
tbat it is flot dependent for its interest on
a sensuous imagination." True, bis poetry
is flot redolent of our Canadian foresi, or
Canadian soi],. and for ibis lie bias been

seeevcriticized,but if Moore could travel

andt, bell for the subjects of their finest
VorkS there can be no good reason why
tlie genius and imagination of our Canadian
poeis sbuvuld be catged, even witbin the
liiiits of tbis v'ast Dominion. WVere tbis
paper flot liiîied to thc treatinient of
Entzlisli-Canadian literature, 1 slîould bere
speak of Quebec's most brilliant singer,
Louis Hlonoré I'Télctte, wliose poems

have been so justly prized and whose
charnis of style and oestbetic taste entitie
birn to flrst place aniong our French-
Canadian poets. It no longer remains for
tbe future student of Canadian literature
t0 s-e hou' vain were the boasts made by
Lord Durham less tban fifty years agro,
that the French-Canadians having no
bistory or literature of tbeir own, would
ultiniatcly be absorbed by. the English
speaking population. Far fronii beinga
absorbed, tbey bave maintained tlw r
nationality and religion f ree from an)' trace
of English influence, and in the fields of
bistory and belles-lettres have out-dis-
tanced their English neigbibors.

Nexi to Roberts, tbe poet wbo bias en-
deared bim-self miost to ilie bearts of
Canadians is Clias. Heavysege, a nian of
whom any nation or literature, mnight well
feel proud. Hie was the flrst Canadian
poet to try bis skill in tbe dramatic line,
and bis earliest and best production,
" Saul," though undoubtedly the imost
reniarkable Englisbi w'ork ever written out
of Great Britian, is like Milton's great
epic, read but by the fei.

Chas. P. Mx-ulvany is our greatest lyrical
artist. 1-is "M -- essalima," "In Nero's
Garden, and " Theodora" are works,
wbicb according t.) Collins, could bave
been produced but by one or twvo of bis
English contemporaries. In dramaîic

force bie is the equai of Browning, while

in lyric lire bie will compare favorably witb
Tbe poerns of Chas. Sangster, forci-

bly rcmind us of tbat sîmplicity and
naturalness, which distinîiuisbed the writ-
ings of Cowpcr and Wordsworth. RiUs
graceful and poetic descriptions of Cana-
dian life and scenery create witl'in us, a
more bearty appreciation of tbe manly
virtues of our Canadian people, and a
deeper and warmer love for the beauty
and richness, with wbich nature bias decked
our land.

'Twere long, indeed, to recount even
the naies of tbose ivbose genius and
talents bave added fresh lustre to the
poetry of Canada, but two there are, wbose
recent productions are superior ta an>'-
thing that bas appeared in current litera-
turc for man>' a day. The first of these
'Mr. Archibald Lampniman, is too wvoll
knowvn to the readers of TiE OwL to re-
quire furtber notice. TI'le other, Rev.
William Wilfred Camnpbell, tlie «Ipoet of


