
Tiur UNION AS IT AFFECTS L.OWnR CANADA.

tion, whicli will render interestcd coîmîbinations
bctwveen the representti% es of particalar local
intcrests far more difficait, anti tliererore less
likcly to take place; as the responsîbîlîty of'
tmndertaki.ng ecd %vork %vîil be mîade to res!.
distinetly on the Governiiîent, and the Guvern-
mient wvill naturally decîde for or igainst cach
dlaim, op iiocl nmore generai viewvs tlian those
on wvbiel indivîdual iîiterested inenbers, acting
to a great dcgree wîitloat responsibilitv, can be
expected to decide. Iaow tlîeî cari either
Province be sztcrificed, or its intereasts be post-
poned to tic otiier?

It is asserted,wve are it cil ai'are, by the party
wvIose views we are now exainining, tlîat two
instances of Ibis postponenient hiave tuk-em place
already-in t ie assuîiiptioiî, by tie United Pro-
vince, of certain debîs incurred by Upper Ca-
nada, and in the apportîonmieît oraîi equal nuii-
ber of' nîenbcr to Ujîper and Lower Canîada
respectivcly, tic population of the one b2ing
so much less nunîeroîis tItan tlîat of the othier.
The inferenîce souglît to bcecstablisiied froîîî
these facts, %ve deny altogetlier. The debts of
the Upper Province are debts incurrcd for oh-
jeets of comnion advantage. It is possible
enougb tba't somne of thosc objects iiîay not
havo been selecteui in Uic vcry hest ilanner for
the interests of cîtiier, and that some of the
nioncy spent upon thein mîglît bave been saved
by hetter nianagement. But thîs is notiingto
the point. The question is, whetber Lover
Canada is reaily mnade ta îîay too dcarly for tic
vast advantagcs she is ta derive froîîî the Union,
<among wlucb advantages is to bc ranked bier
future use of' tbese very %vorks, coîîîpleted as
the Union soon %%ill coiîplete thîcî) by the
share of responsibility %lîîcb au Dow to fanl on
her for tbe dchts incurred mn their construction.
And to this question we can imagine but one
answer. As to tlîe second point, the equalîty
of the representation of the provinces, the an-
swcr us no lcss obvîous. It is an arrangement
certzmhly nlot to the disadvantage of Lower
Canada. Just at preýsent it mnay secin liard to
give two populations the sanie %oice, wlicn one
is almost half as iuinerotîs agaàn as the otiier;
but then, within a short teni of years, bcyoud
the poiisibility of douhî, the proportions %% ili be
revcrsed, and the population of tic western
country become înuch thc forger of the tvo.
In framing a law of thîs kînd, ît îs necessary to
look to the future as iveil as to tlîe present.
The ncw country, whîch is-fast incrcaslng, has
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a iigh te a hicavier vote in the public; couincils
than the old one,whiech can incercase but blowly.
flesides, looking even only to tic î,rcseni wlîu
does not sec in the greater general enterprise
and intelligence of tle people of Upper Canada,
the strongeat of ail ciuîins to political consider-
atitin ? Extent of country and nimîber of' po-
pulation aîre nlot the only points to bc kept mn
view, nor even the înost inaterial. An objector
niay argue tliat tic abstract, principle of a re-
presentation pcriodically varyîng, according to
somne nzcertained rule of tcrritary and popula-
lion, ougbt to have been adopted :and in bis
zeail for tlîis tbeory may wholly ovcrlook the
fael, that no approach to a fuir ruie of this L-ind
Las ever bcen nmade in cither province, and that
it is Ilierefore a littie too nîucb to insist tîpon
it, tlîat tue Union Act mnust, at ail events, for
tlic first tinie introduce the principle. It is not
our intention, iîo%%evcr, liere to discîîss any
sîicl point as tbis. The question is not, by
wbat alistract rule the representation of a coun-
1 ry inay bc hest adjîîsted; but, whetii(; or flot
the scale actually adopted ia the lîresecnt in-
stance is sabstantiaily a fuir one; and no fr-
ther argument can bc reqoîred to establish our
proposition, that it is so.

The considerations we bave been urgîiig
more than suffice, if we are not much inistaken,
to prove tbe assiertion Wvîth wbicb %ve set fot,
tlîat the carrent objections to the Union Act,
drawn froin tlîe aspect of aff.'urs in Lower Can-
ada, are aitterly without fuundation. DÇeitther
class af objectors wîtbîa the province, French
or Enghsb, bias taken any tbing hJ-e a right
viewv of tic case ; and tliose, therefore, wbo in
Upper Canada or elsewvbcre repeat the state-
ments and show tic fears of etier, are merety
paxtners wvitb tlieni in error. The extent of
ibis errer bias been fully sho%% r, only bv con-
trauting the iinîaginary mîsehiefb they predict
frora the Union, %% ah the great and lusting good
it must in rcality bring to pass. ln soine de-
grec %te have alreiuly donc tlîîs in the course of
the remark-s %ve bave maade. Out limits allow
us bere to add only a fcwv words more as te the
positwe advantagcs Lower Canada is to derivo
froni Uic Union.

The Union, bc it rcmembcred, is tic one and
onlv icans that offers of giving Lower Canada
the enjoymeat of Representative Institutions,
and a Local Goverament popularly adzninis-
tered. Mfter the cxpcriencc of the past, wbo
but a madman could ivishi to risk a second con-


