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Ehitorial.

CO-OPERATION AMONGST RETAIL
JEWELERS.

Tlus is a measure which we have
advocated in Tue Traver fur years, and
we quite agree with * Equity™ in the
present issue that very many abuses
could be remedied by vigorous and con-
oerted action on the part of the retailers
themselves. This correspoudent, advances
the idea that the formation of distriot

,proveuts us from replying fully to
1" Equity's"”

query about  * personal
smuggling ” in this issue, but we shall
ventilate it thoroughly in next month.

PROTECTION TO RETAILERS.

As will bo seon by the correspondence
in auother part of this issue, the interost
in the subject of protection to rotailers
has augmented rather than abated during
the montk which has just passed. The
cutcome of this disoussion in tho columns
of Tur Traper has already been to get
some of the most prominent of our
wholesale jewelersto agree to the principle
of protecting their customers in exactly
the same manner as they themselves are
protected by the manufacturer, and to
pledge their influence in getting it adopt-
ed by the Canadian Association of Jobbers
in American Watches. As we pointed
out in a former issue, this was to be
expected from our Canadian Jobbers,who
have always shown a disposition to pro.
teot their cnstomers in the retail trade by
every means in their power.

There is hardly any doubt that when
this question of proteoting retail jewelers
by refusing to sell to outside trades
comes before the Jobbers’ Association it
will carry almost unanimously. The
principal point of difference however,
will, we think, be probably found in the
answer to the question,

WeAT 15 A RETAIL JEWELER ?
On this point there is, and no doubt will

of practical watchmakers who, on the
start, do what may bo tormed a ** watoh
repairing " business, but who often de-
velop into first ¢11#s1acn aud carry large
stocks of goods. This class wo rogard as
the germ of the jewelry business, and
well wurthy of encourngewent as woll as
fair play.

In Class 2 may be found sorme of the
largest and bost appointed establishments
in Canada, whose principals are neither
practical Watchmakers nor Jewelers, but
simply merchants who sell watches and
jowelry just the sawmne as they would dry
goods or proveries. Tlis olass, a8 a
whole, is the tackbone of tho trade, and
as the summit of class one’s ambition is
to get into olass two, it is evident that
they are legitimate dealers in every sense
of the word.

Class 8 ia the one over which there will
be kicking, if there is any difference of
opinion st all. A little roflestion will,
however, show that this olass have fully
as good & right to recognition as either of
the others,and cannot be excluded without
a great deal of injustice to many practical
men now actively engaged in business.
As everyone knows, the bulk of jewelers
sell plated ware, cutlery and optical
goods, which it must be conceded, are
not exclusively jewelers goods, for the
two first mentioned lines may be fuund
in any hardware or crookery store the
country over, while optical goods in all
large cities is an entirely separate busi-
ness. In addition to these, however, a
great many first-class jewelers regularly

associations would bo far more advan  le, cousiderable difference of opinion, se'! fancy goods, and in quite 8 few caser
tageous to tho retail trade than a general ' but we quite agree with both of our cor- | etationery is made an adjunct as well.
association, and we do not know but respondents that the keeping of a stock , Now we ask is the jeweler who sells
what hLis contention is correct. Such of watches and jewelry commensurate , stationery and fancy goods anymore legit-
urgnnizations would be mnorereadily form- | with his business should be made the , imately & jeweler, or worthy of recogrition
ed and probably more easily worked than principal test of whether a man shoald by the Jobbers' Association, than the
a general association, and we are inclined | be allowed to buy such goods from the , stationer or fancy goods dealer who reg-
to think that if these district associations | wholesale merchant. This genoral prin-  ularly carries a stock of watches and
were once got into good working order it cip1e is, we think, broad enough to unite jewelry commensurate to the size of his
would not be a very difficult task toeffect ) a)l differences on this subject, whether , business. Ve think not, and on reflec-
sume arrangement whereby delegates amongst wholesalers ur retailers, or both , tion we think that most of our readers

from each could be formed into one cen-
tral organization, which could deal with
all questions of general importaance,
leaving to the local bodies the task of
seeing that the details were properly
carried out. Such assoociations would,
we think, be found very useful to the
trade in many ways, and we propose in
our next Jssue to go into this subject at
length, and shov in what way they
could be mads of almost incaicnlable
benefit to the irade genemlly, Space

combined. If asked in fairness to define
who should come under the head of |
legitimate cetailers, we should say . |

(1) Practical Watchmakers actively
engaged in business. '

(2) Firms that make watches and jew-
elry their exclusive busin.gs,

(8) Firms that, although selling other
goods, carry a commensurate stook of
watohes and jewelry, and make it a reg- |
ular branch of their business.

Clase 1 woald embraye g large number

will agree with us. If practi al werkman-
ship wero made the test, as we have
sho-m, it would bowl out quite & number
of class three, and not a few in class two
who make the sale cf watchesand jewelry
their exclusive business If being *‘ex-
clusively enguged i the sle of watches
and juwel y" were mado the test, it
would brevent the recogmition of class
‘hree, many of whom are practisal jewel-
ers, and a large number of class one, who,
althougu practical © atchmakers, simply



