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" béen conceded many vems before, had been ex-
" erted on the two previo s oceasions in favour of
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awn pnnmplce lead me to \oo\\ upon such a pro-
ceeding s being almost guilty of robbery for
sacrifice.”

Great objections were made to thesa views of
Mr, Crampton, and the idea of taking the doors
oft the present pews excited especial imldigna-
tion,
meeting, as 2 mere erotehet of a rather suspi-
cions nature, involving a great loss of personal
comfort and an almost sinful throwing away of
money.,

Poor Mr. Slowton, whoese views had been a
good deal jufluenced by each speaker in succes-
sion, was rather in a seruit in making up his
mind on which side to throw his influsnce; but
as it was plain that the great mujority were
cither amazed or amused by the statements of
Mr. Crampton and his solitary supporter, he re-
solved to go Leartily with Me. Sharpley, whese
plan was very gencrally applazded and finally’
vesolved on, all that Mr. Crampton could sue-
ceed in effecting in the way of increasing the
number of free seats buing the promise of 2 few
of the pews nearest the door, when the present
oécupiints should have secured” more eligible
accommodation in the neighbourhood of the

| pulpit.

CHAPTER IX.
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* It*was about the time that Mr. Crampton and
his abriipt fiiend Mr. Jackson became convinced
that nny carnest effort to seeuwre church accom-

" roodation for the poor was.well nigh vain, in the

existing state of feeling in Clackington, that the
diocese in which it was situated unexpectedly

" lost its bishop, in consequence of savere illness

produced by the fatirue of an extended confir-
The 1iht of election which had

colbnial clergymen. They had in each ease
proved excellent and carnest men, but in neither

" had they proved themselves cqual to tne re-

quitements of the remarkable period in which
they lived. Throngh the good hand of her God

; upon 1i Tior, the Ch\nm was yoar by year awaken-
* ing from the colluess

and deaduess of other
dn)s, t» a warmth and vitality which had been
unknown for ages—men wWere reverting to her
true principles as Jaid down in her Book of
Common Prayer, and the result was a true-
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CHURCHMAN'S FRIEND

Iis plans were pooly pouhid by the whole |

hearted .md often succe%ful effort to train men
to a holy life; leading them on to that perfee-
tion supposed Dby their baptismal profession,
whicl is nothing less than “to follow the exam-
ple of our Savieur Clrist, and to be made like
unto Him.” ab-
¢ surdity was daily becoming wore rare, of men
' ~holding & doctrinal system at variance with her
l plainest teachings, ministering at her altars, and
I denying in their preaching what they had as-
I serted in Do prayers. The straighiforwardness:
l

The miserable and injurious

of the Anglo-Saxon character was day by day
refusing more and more distinctly to connten-
ance any longer the mischievous and dishonest
fhackery of men, in one of the most solemn
moments of thejr lives taking upon them a
solemn vow of conformity and obcdx(‘nce to the
Churel’s Jaws, and then systematically, and
w thout & shadow of excuse, not only violating
but absolutely ridicaling, if not denouneing, thuse
very requirements  which they Iad pledged
themseives to keep. The feeling was year by
vear growing more definite among men of all
parties, that1f such vows were right they should
be kept, if' they were wrong they should not be
taken. Ilence young men preparing for the
ministry were forced to consider whether or not
they could conscientiously deelare their belief in
the Janguage of the Prayer-Book taken in its
pliin and Jiteral Jnterpretation, and whether
they really intended to Zeep the vows of obe-
dience to its laws which they were required to
make. I they came to the conclusion that its
doctrines were true and its rules nnd'requirc-
ments lawful, then on {aking ordels they felt
bound to teach the one and obey the other—if
they had doubts and serupies on cither of these
points they generslly relinquished the idea of
the minisiry and devoted themselves to some
other oceupation.  MHenece it necessarily followed
that the ranks of the younger cleray were filled
with men who were all but unanimous in their
adherence to the teachings and laws of the
Church. .

On the other hand, senior men had taken
orders in a time when these points were littlo
thought of, and when the existing practice, low
and undeq: ate as it was, was lxcnd to bo the
standard of doctrines and duaty, instead of the
high and holy the~ry unceasingly set forth by
i the Church herself. Thet theory, though it had
! Leen before their eyes whenever they read their




