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Strange idean some moeu have in -relation te their owvn imniediate
duty and reformation of life. Measuring themselves by themselves
and eemiparing theinselves with theinselves (and looking at tliemselves
in the looking-glass of their fathers,) Paul tells themn that they de-
ceive themselves. The capital scripture principle is forgotten., tlîat
where muchi is given nîueh shall be rcquired. By Vue help of the
divine B3ook, our fathers fi'eed theinselves of soine of their errors
and we cannot be as worthy even as they if we do not go on te per-
fection by the saine rule. E 'cry gemi of truth they reeeived-every
jcwel of spirituality they enjoyed-was by ' What saith the scrip-
turcs?' and not by 1 ýlîat saith the fatiiers V'

iReading friend, if your eyes are turned ta thc pieus meni wli, have
gone before yen, let mne lead you wlieî-e you niay sec tue truc nature
of tlc prineiple by whiclî you work. By tue tele grapli of saered lis-
tory, Noahi is brouglît before us. The voice cf God says Vo im iiiM
toues of divine distinetness, ' Build an ark.' But whîat is tIc augwer
of VIe Patriarcli, if yc'ur prineiple be followed ? Briefly Vhs-' My
father buit ne ark, I iiecd not.' Abrahamn, ini like inanner, stands
before us. Thi, language cf hicaveiî Vo hiiîî is, Go, vsVacountry
whîieh I wiIl sho0w you ' ' By ne. means' replies thc faithuful marn,
,my fatlier neyer did suecb a thîung.' lEre we get doue lîearing these,

VIe mieek Moe appears in sighit as lie watclies wvith ail Israel o11 the
Egyptian side of VIe Red Sca. God looks down and says, ' Streteli
forth your rod and divide the waters.' israel.'s leader re3pends
after tIc teiîor cf the popular priinciple. 1 Lord, I cannot - it would
be centrary te ail tlîat was donc by my fathcrs.'

But did father Noah, fatiier Abraliam, father Moses thus reply -Ud
tIns act ? iIappily for tIe ivorld and for theniscives tlîey did not.

Now let us take a lesson from. master Paul... I verilv thought
with myseif that I ouglit te do many tlîiîgs con trary te Jesus cf Naz-
areth. ... beung more exceediîigly zealous, cf the traditions cf m'y
fathiers . . .. but 1 cotîferred noV with fleshi and blood ... en hearung
Jesus saving that he appeared te me te nake mne a miroister and a
witness ite iGentiles, te open their eyes, te turn %hem fromn satan
te God, ini order Vo, the (ergiveness of smos, by faith in Jesus' Sc

Poixtan, fathers ? The Wesleyan fathers 7 Luther and his co-re-
$forinct- ' coul!d not. foilow the footsteps of tlîehr fathers, but loft them
withî ail tlîeir piQty for the botter iîîheritance of more light, liberty,
ftnd piety. Wesley could flot take the ,track of his fat'-ers. but stirred
up tie zoal of vencrable churchiiien apaint izu by calling for refor-
qimain. lie did noV argue like some of his theological éoîxs, that lie
,cottld not inove a stop in discoveririg and rccciving a greater degre
of the truth of heaven lest lie should thereby judge his Episcopal
fathers to have been imipious and Vo have goie with the destroyed.
bogeuerate logic !Spurious piety!1 The history of the reformation
speaks better thiig9. The world admires Luthier, net for bis errors,
but because ho was a reformier aeceording to ail that lie knew. On
the like prinoiple ive admuire Wesley, net for lus ecclesiastical imper-
fectionis, but for following the path of reform as fast and as far as he
found it.


