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THE IVOTHER'S PRAYER.

I Tias been .soinetiimcs.sýaid that the Fulton-street Pr-ayer-ni,et-
ing is a business man 's prayer-rneeting. Now, whatcver it mnay

have bcen ten years or-fifteen years ago, it iS sQ 1n0 longer, and to
cal] it .so is a mîisnonicr. It is more a miotheris' praycr-rneeting
thian anything else, if we judge of it by the character and number
of requests which corne frorrn mothers, requesting and urging prayer
for their unconverteci children. I firmnly believe thiat a large
majority of those requests corne nioistened with mothers' tears.
Jr is reinarkable and instructive to read these letters comning froii
miothers who theniselvrs have prayed over themi witli strong crying
and tears.

Let mei- here recali an affecting incident. Agentleman came
into one of the meetings wvhen it w-ýas about hiaif through, and laid
a letter, sealed up, onl the desk af the leader, and turning to the
audience he said: "i1 arn a Methodist minister, and I have been
appointed to a special serv,,ice which. will. require me to be travelling
most of the year iri California. Hiaring of this, a devoted Chris-
tian miother carne tco mef., and putting,. tis letter into miy hiand,
requested mie to carry it to Califorijia and inquire everyxvhere for
her son], and, if 1 should find hirn, put this letter in lus hand, and
tell himi it xvas froin lus ilzot/wr;. 1 lay this letter hiere before you
and ask- you to ~±ythat I mnay find this soni, and that God wilt.
make this letter the meails of his salvation. Till nowv that inother
has been an entire strangier to mec, but I feel that thecre is a salenn
and special providence in this niatter-." J can give nio idea of the
effect upon the ineeting ichi this request pro,,Luced. It xvas
tender a-id overwhelrning. MYven wept like children during prayer
-prayer which was exceedingly earnest and xvent up froin the
mneetingr as fromi the hieart of anc maic. This xvas in 1858.

J happeined tn be at a prayer-meetitig in Philadeiphia the next
year, wvhen this saine ininister arose and told the story of the find-
ing of this praying mother's son. He said hie carried that letter in
his pocket for nearly a year, everywhere inquiring for the young
man to whonui it wvas addressed. "At last," said the pre,ýcher, " I
found him. Fie xvas at a gambling- saloon in Sac'rame-into. I hiad
him pointed out to me, and, walking up ta himi and putting mny
hand upon his shloulder, 1 told hirn I wishecl to have a few minutes
cohiversatian withi irn outside.

"Wait,' said lie, 'tilI I have played out this grame, and I wilI g7o
with you.' Fie xvas with me in a fcw mninutez~, and when by our-
selves hce said, 'What is it?

'H'lire is a letter,' said J, 'from your mother, which I have
carried almost a year ta give to yau. It is a letter from your


