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4 THE MANITOBA GCO9D TEMPLAR.
SIGNING THE PLEDGE; OR, How | version of the law will follow. ‘There

Selections.

iS IT PEACE OR WAR?

Is it peace or war? from a million
thronts
Ever rises the nnxious cry.
As in stately hall, aud in naweless hut,
Al ranks and conditions die.

Isit peace or war: when thronghout
the Jand
There ure foes that arve deadlier far
Than a million men and ships might be
In 2 bloody unrighteous war?

Isit peace or war? when this mighty
realu, .
With a past that is full of praise,
Is beaten and blaueb’d with one great
vice,
While the wondering nations gaze?

Is it peace or wary though our fieets
ave still,
And our soldiers are free from blood,
If foes that can laugh at powder and
shel}
Are robbing our land of God?

Isit peace or war? whena brother man,
For a life of inglorious ease,
Wil sell us the poison that robs our

e,
And smile at the ruin he sees?

Is it peace or war? when in many a
me,
With an agony never expressed,
The hope and the love and the light
have gone
By the breath of the virulent pest?

Is it peace or war? when a mother
strives .
With sleepless effort and pain,
To ward off the curse from her hus-
band’s head, .
And restore him to manhood again?

Is it peace or war? waen a father flies
From thesight of an imbecile wife,
And the more than motherless inno-.

cent bairns
Beznl- the weight of that woe through
ife?

Is it peace or war? when the godly

s,
&th have never disgraced their
name,
Are kill_e(} by a blow of unspeakable
sie
Q’er a child they have lost in shame?

Peace there is none! 1t is war! wild
war !
O men from your dreams arise,
Sleep on, and the nation will surely die;
Jight now, it will reach the skies.

—Thomas Love, in the Voice.

“PAPA, BE TRUE TO ME.”

The following lines were written b
Henry J. Coggeshall, a New York
State Senator, and recited by him
under pecenliar circumstances
informal dinner given by one of his
fellow-senators at Albany, he was
observed to leave his glass of wine
untouched. On beingasked the reason,
he answered :—

IWhat makes me refuse a social glass?
Well, I'll tell you the 1eason why,
Because a bonnie blue-eyed lass

Is ever standing by :

And I hear her, boys, above the noise
Of the jest and wmerry glee,

As with baby grace she kisses my face,
And says : ** Papu, be true to me.”

Then what can I do, to my lass to be
true,

Better than let it pags by ?

I know yvou'll not think my refusal to
wine,

A breach of your courtesy :

For [ hear her repeat, in accents sweet,

Aud her dear little form 1 see,

A? with loving embrace she kisses my
nee,

And gays: *“ Papa, be true tome.”

Let me offer a tonst to the one Ilove
mnst.

Whase dear hittie will I abey ;

W;hnso wmfluence sweet is guiding my

[

Over Ife’s Loilsome way .

M.av the qun ever shine an this ludsie
of mrae,

From svrm-a may shie be free,

For with baby. grace she hns kissed my

i Pa
ot

At an |

A hushand to keep the pledge.”

[ Bre

JIM RUSSELL DID IT.

“I went home drunk the night
before, no doubt of it,” said Jim
Ru sell, us he touvk his knife from his
porket and began to trim his finger
nauls.

“1 guess I had gonc howe just as
druvk lots ot tumes, but I never was
haif ~o mean, 1 had hit my wife before
and kicked her, but never hurt her
much. She told me lots of trath when
1 came howme full, but this time she:
suid not & word and that made me
madder than ever, I siruck her a
terrible blow on the cheek. She fell
and didn’t get up. When my little
boy Winnie cawme to plesd for his‘
mother, I kicked him half way across
the room. [ didw’t stop for’ supper!
but went to bed with my boots on.

*“When I awoke in the morning [
heatrd not a sound iu the house. 1 first
thonght my wife and baby were dead
or gone.  Then I commenced thinking.
At last [ roised my head. "There sat
my wife with the boy in her lup. 1
saw a fearful braise on her cheek,

“Breakfast is ready,” said Maggie,
as pleasantly as ever woman said it.
Before 1 ieft the ved I made up my
mind what I would do and did it. i

« I got up, sat duwn ut the table and
sail not a word. All we had for
breakfast was potatoes and pigs feet,
and I could have caten every bit
myself, but didn't. There wasanother
thing | didn't do, and that was to look !
my wife in the face or tarry at the'’
table,

*You may talk all you are a mind
to about Pharisees and hypocrites,
when I want a genuine article I go o
the meetin’ folks every time.

“There was old Deacon Swift who
always had a good word for me,
drunk or sober, so I started for him
that morning. I found him in the
kitchen whittling ont « handle.

* Good morning Jim,” said the
j deacon, “Iam glag you cotne, [ want
some one to help me fix up the barn
for winter.”

« All right, said I, that’s what T have
come for. 'There is another thivg
deacon, T want to-sigu-the :
be & man again. I've got sick of the
way I've been doing.

* Good,” said the deacon, dropping
his hammer and getting pen and paper. !

signed it

“We went out to work and by
9 o’clock 1 shook so I could not drive a
nail to save my gizzard.

* About this time out came Mrs.
Swift with a pitcher of coffee. No
whisky ever tasted half as good to me.
This hept my nerves steady till noon.

In the afternoon { had no trouble.
At night the deacon londed up a buggy
load of provisions for me and carried
e home. 1 had beenthinking all day
about what Maggie would say or do.
I never used to think of her when *
was in the barroomi. [ did not want
i to see her faint away, so 1 thonght I
‘would break the matter to her softly.

It was dark when I got home and
after piling the plunder up by the gate
Iwent in. Gracious Peter, you ought
to have secen Mag eye me. No catever
eyed a mouse half so sharp.

I remarked quite indifferentty that 1
had not been to the Starley’s to-day.

I see you haven't,’ said she. Ive
been at work for Deacon Swife, said 1.

“We will have something to eat
then,” said she.

*But,” said I, « Maggie”—

“Well, what is it, Jun, out with it,”
said she.

'

“ Well." said 1, ** T have signed the
pledge.” Laws of Moses, you ought
to have seen her hop, Wit
aud jump she landed with hoth arms’
around my neck. She half laun hed.i
halferied and kept kissiog me all the
time. She pulled me over il Ithought !
her feet tauched the floor, hut she kept !
pulling till her knees touched and then !
she said, “Oh Lord, help my
2 Amen,
said I. Why, it fairly scared me, for I
never said amen to any-body’s prayer
before in my life, )

Since then T have gut to be & med
chap wmyself. I read the Bible ¢~
day and pray. flaa
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face. I bonght my ol

ITEMS OF INTEREST

ABOUT THE OREAT CURSE AND THE
GREAT REFORM.

CANADIAN.

A SAD ENDING,

Apress despateh duted Febranry sth,
te ls of the sudden and sad death of a
finuncial agent.at St. George, Out, who
had been drinking very “heavily for
some time, He leaves o large fumily.

SENT TO JAIL,

At Barrie, Ont. on Feb, 8th, n man
named Livingstone was sentenced to
Jnit for six months and was also fined
S100 for nmnulacturing waiskey unlaw-
fuily. Isthe Liconse Law o failure?

DRINK AND DRATH,

A telegram from Asheroft, B.C teils
a sad story of the death of a ‘Toronto
wman  who was seized with delivium
tremens in that far off place, rushed
into the woods and remained there
until he was so badly frozen that his
death speedily followed.

MAKING THEM PAY.

The town of Suwmmerside, P.E.L,
reports o net revenue after payment of
lacal expenses of $799.54 for 1896, from
fiues imposed for violation of the
Cunnda Temperance Act, This looks
asif there wasa good deal of law viola.
tion, but it is aﬁao evidence that the
authorities are making vigorous efforts
to have the 'aw carried ont.

THE PROVINCES WIN AGAIN,

The Privy Council of Great Britain
has dismissed the appeal of the Brew-
ers and Malsters Assoctation against
the Ontario Government. The Brew-
ers objected to pay license for the
privilege of se ling liquor in Ontario,
claiming that their Daminion Licenee
was sufficient authorivy. ‘The Privy
Council sustains the contention that
they must be authorized by the Pro
vincial Government to enable them to
sell their product.

THE SCOTT ATT WORKS.
ttetawn-R.E.1, .Guardian
nade an enguiry recently into the jail
pcpulation of the city. There wereat
the time 28 prisoners under arrest.
Twenty of these.were convicted violat-

He wrote an iron clad pledge and I {ors of the Scott Act.  This looks as if

prohibition were being enforced and
also makes it appear that the presence
in the juil of the would-be liquor sellers,
was accompanied by an absence of the
class offenders that usually are found
in such Fluces when the liquor sellers
are out loose,

There is an effort being made to
induce the City Council to employ, as
as a permanent officer to enforce the
Soott Act, a man who has recently
been very successful in making cases
against offenders under the auspices of
a private prosecuting orvganization of
temperauce workers.

NO COMPROMISE.

The City Council of Hulifax appoint.
ed a temperance committee some time
ago to confer with rvepresentatives of
temperance societies regarding amend-
ments to the liquor license law. The
temperance societies refused to attend
the weeting stating that they were
opposed to any kind of license legisla-
tion and therefore could not consider
amendinents to the law. Itisexpected

that a bilt for proviucial prohibition
will be introduced into the Legislature

when it assembles.
A TIMELY WARNING
We cordially commend to our
readers the f«»lf;\ving official forecast.
of the probable outcome of the ap-
proaching plebiscite which is at the

one skip jsame time a wise warning as to what | tinued

we may expect to follow.  We shall be
helped tu the best results in the
approaching conflict if we enter it
with a full realization of what it

&

involves. Every word of these paca-

taken from the .January issue of
Forward, the official organ of the
Nova Scotia Sons of Temperance.

¢ Weare to have a Dominion Plebis-
cite. The results we.-hope for are an
3 affiemation of the
Principle. followed by ndequate legis-
ation to be submitted, not to the

popular vote for vatification, mt, o

will be o flpod-tide of misrepresenta-
ton with which they will eek to vilify
the operation of the law, to obscure
the lmneﬂte, magnify the incon-
veniences and imperfections unavoid-
able at flvst in a law involving such
tmport .t changes in  business und
usuge .3 the suppression of the liquor
trailic.

If we have not profited by the
lessons of the expoerence of bitter,
persistent, unsecuptlous warfare waged
whereversuch laws operate effectively,
if we have not discerned the necessit
for eternal vigilance, then suceess will
be succeeded by reverses, and final
victory is afm off.

“Make ready for a protreacted,
desperate war., Itis to be no mininture
sham-fight. Never in the world’s
history was there such an array of
wealth and intiuence standing in the
pathway as o dendly menace to its
civilization, « foe to Governient, law
and order. Canade for prohibition!*

FOREIGN.
THE PROHIBITION PARTY VOTE.
The oflicinl statement of the Pro-
hibition Party vote of the United
States shows that 130,403 votes were
teast for  Levering, the prohibition
jeandidate.  The number east  for
Bidwell, Prohibition Party candidate
in 1892, was 270,710.
LIQUOR SEL} 3§ BARRED OUT.
The Grand Loads of Free Masons of
the State of Miunesota, has debarred
liquor sellers fromr members of the
Order in its jurisdiction, and has also
ordered that persous who are members
and who may hereafter sell liquoe, be
expelled.
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A TERTOTAL ATHLETE.

Edward Payson Weston, over sixty
years of age, recently walked at the
Now York Ice Skating Palace, i03.
miles in twenty-fonr hours. He
attributes his powers of endurance to:
the careful temperate habits which he
has always practiced, never using
intoxicating liquors of any kind.

HOLDING THEIR OWX,

‘Thetiffervnt Jities and towas of the
State of Massachusetts vote every
year on the question of license or
no-l cense. The voting in December
; last makes no change in the number of
{license cities. One prohibition city
has gone back to license and one
license c¢ity haschanged to prohibition.

INTEMPERANCE AND INSANITY.

Mr. Horace G. Waddin, Chief of the
Bureau of Labor Statistics for Masga-
chusetts, has recently made a carefull
i investigation covering a year, into the
jresults of the liquor traffic. His re-
i port recently published, showe } among
other things, an enquiry into the cause
of lunacy in the cases of 1836 patients-
in the State Asylum. Of the cases
; concerning which full information was
goht,mned. Ir. Waddin reports that in.
i over twenty-five per cent the insanity
swas due to intoxicaling liquor, that
in fifty-two per cent the intemperate

ance of other parties was to blame for

the disaster.

THE NEW ZEALAND VOTE.
Some papers not favorable to the:
; temperance cause have heen endeavor-
ing to make it appear that prohibition,
'1ecently received au serious set back in
the colony of New Zealand. ‘Chis
statement hardly coincides with tha
facts of tae case. At the general
,elections in 1804 a poll was taken
on the question also of local prohibi-
t tion. ‘The question submitted was.
whether or not licenses should be con-
in the same number as before,.
ior reduced in mumber, or entirely
rabolished. Anelectorcouldif he chose,
vote for both reductivn and no-license-
,or might vote for any of the thiee pro
I osals. The results of the vaoting on

, graphs ought to be weighed. They ave ! March 2Ist, 1834 and on December4th,

1
1896 respectively, are shown in the
following tnble:—
7

. y 1804 1898
Continue 41,085 138,076
Reduce 15,751 02,272
No-license - 800 95,828

;. 16 will be seen at once that the
difference in the 1dsults is Inrgely due,
to the fact that i 1808 the electors

the test of time and effects. g dave jmprked their balldts oh the liguor
hope and expect that much,. 1 question to & much greater extant-than.
“What then? Do prohifliiomsts ithey did in 1804 the:later election
e Mic: repise o icplavrels P, atioul three times-gg many voted far

' The lcgnse, and abont tw) ANy for

Phibitineadintiw £

i habits of ancestors led to the insanity
'and that in nine per cent the intemper- :‘1 i




