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nothin-r potentially producing effect, only antecedlent
and conqeîîuiet,-but a-sert that this relation sug-
gests a înuchi more intimato connexion than that of
time and space-that it suggests a reason why the
efl'ect is-andit su«'gcsts that, tlail whieh gries before
dotermnines that whieh follows. *The youth once

stuing dreads the wasp, wiîy? Becauiso says one
class of plîjlosojîhers, lie cousiders tic wasp power-ý
füi to ctfect-tlie like painful sensations in sinuilar
circumstances. No, says Hlume, Brow-n, Sc.; but be-
cause when tvo evonts have been seen togetiier. the
presence of the eule sugigests the thought of the
other, by a law of oui- nature. Truc, says the flormier
class, it is by a lawt% of our nature, wliicli suggests
the reason %vby the etl'cct ,is, viz: Ilan ellfective-
powver'-tliere is notliin.g withoiît a cause. If 1dîil-

tinct coniception wlîiclî I can formi of active powver ic,
tliat it is an attribute irn a bcing, by wnich lie cani do
certain tlîiiug- if lie wills. Is nlot attcntion tie power
of tUecivill over otîr intellectualî operations ? Js not
recollectioîi a sjicies of volnntary nienory, the objpci
of menuory being broiîglit repeatedly before the iind
by a poîver of the self, whicl (powver) every one !a
conscious iof liaving 'vitliin liîniself, aîîd wvlicli we
feel can be mnado active at any time? Can we deny
that there is power, and yet hold the facts of self-
conscionsness, sucli as tlîoîîglits, notions, &c. ?-
Would it flot be a contradiction iii tcrms to deny
poùvcr, for the very denial ixîvolves iLs existence, he-
cause to doîîbt is to think? Wc cannot deny the
proofs %vhicli consciousness presents te us, 'witlcagt
asserting Lue î)robabulity that our very constitution

Osopflers l'ad acted on the opinion of Ilume and his înaY deceive liq, and that the most conclusive cvi-
Collowers, that we have no notion of poiver as a dences wlîiclî we have of the e-go and its variations
cause, nature and ai the beautiiul laws of nature are false and delîîsive. If attention is to bo con-
.-rouid stili be hid iu darkness aîîd oblivion. T'o siderel1 as "a modification of sensation-as the stato
seek after the causes-Lue reason u'/iy of tlîin -s, is of mind in ivhichi the inecased vividness of one sen-
proper and inherent in the huiu mimd. Philosophy sation produces a corresponding faintness of others
has very justiy been called the "Science of causes,' co-existingr with it: if recollectionî memory, iniagin-
and we are said to phliosoplîize Wlwn ive search for ation, jidnmcnt, &c., are only shades of spiritual
the causes of tlîings ; hience this prolîcrty is tile put- action, referable to unalterabie laws of association
rent of phulosophy, to which may be referred Uic or suggestion ; if tliese laws bind dovn the mind <
perpetual auîd rcstless activity of the mind in hunt- man to tlîeir proscribed linits,-and if ail our ideas
ing for the reasons or causes of efectA. are mental states, produced by tho immediateiy pro-

Prw' f in< of aus andv efec enfn -- el, ceding state, according to these Iaws of simple and

that is erroneous and absurîl. It presents us with
three kinds of pheîio*netia, nîental, pliysical, and moral,
vhich im-ply change, succession, effcct ; and conse-
quently a cause in somo sense or other. B-ut wc
understaind the changes whicli dicoe place mentafly,
with far greater accuracy, than those that pre-

*sent tlîemselves to lis in Uie world witiioît. In the
former case our conscionsncss is a sure and unerriîîg
guide, giviny uis knowicdgc of successive egoistical

*plhenomna, and a distinct idea of powcr,-volition
appcaring to bo the agent in givingr us the notion of

*effort. The latter merely points ont to uis the suc-
*cession of events ; and this is the utmnost perception

can do. Brown finding n.c trace of the existence of
power in nature, and not deigning to investigate the
spiritual world and the powvers of the ego, which are

bronght into roquisition by every flitting thouglît,
and even elicitcd front the mind in every judgment

*which it forms, was led to deny the existence of
power altogether. fis fondamental mistake was in
overlooking our own personal consciousness of effort,

*the truc type of a cause, the lcgit:mate verificatiorà
of the idea of power. Charnied witb bis xaethod of
philosophical inquiry, ho gave no hieed to the coi-
monsenge doctrine of Reid and Stewart, -that we

* have a distinct 0,' taphysical conception o? power
-ubjectively in the operations of our own mind.
("(Active Powers," Essay ii. chap. 5.) The only dis-

'N. B. The casje or burning by meaDa of the firo iodld bo a bot-
e. xmple. D. C.

relative association or reproduction, witl3ut taking
into account the active and perpetual faculties o? thc
mind, whicî aire thc chie? causes of any given mental.
state," then muîst follow the inevitable conclusioni.
that there is no such tlîing as voluntary action of the
will;- necd I say icill muîst be a nonentity ns fac as
meaningr is con cerned,-that mind is not àt self-actUng-
substance,and ' ence it lias not independence; but that
aIl our thouglits and feelings are determined by somo
antecedent, (it mnay be an cxtcrnal object, and thug
we become tho nicre ecatures ofecircuinstanco, hai'..
ing restraiîît laid upon the will, such as causation
doos not and cannot lay upon what wc regard as os-
.jential freedora of action ; liaving the son!, a mere
passive existence, subject (absolutely) to certain irm-
pressions (plîysical) ab extra, and certain fixed
laws"~ of consciousn2ss within.-acknouvledging no

spontaneous efiergy, and no latent power in the
Lhinking suhject, capable o? being called into lively
exorcise at pleasuee.

Taking a view of the different causes which pre-
sent theraselves tous, c. g., such as ive have beenicon-
sidering, they have beeu divided into two kinds, -viz.
moral and physical.

Moral causes consist ia the will o? a free agrent
(free agent is rather an unhappy erpression, for iL la
equivalent to saying a man le able to do what he
doos-an identical proposition), e. g., envy was the
moral c'uuse of the sale o? Joseph by bis brethren ;.
likewise they are always contingent, i. e., they may oir


