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Jackson their full concurrence, and having heard from
that gcnt‘lcxguu lijs views of the way in which the Al
liance may be ntost efficiently promoted throughout
the provinces, cann- t but anticipate, under the Divine
blessing, the happiest results from his appointment-as
travelling secretary.  They trust that this appoint-
ment will be duly appreeiated by the constiturncy of
the Alliance in every portion of the kingdom. and
earnestly recommended to the Council the early and
vigorous adoption of such measures as to them may
seem best, with o view to members, and others interes-
ted in Chivistian union, resident in the same locality.
being brought fogethier, and & public wmeeting being
ficld at least once in the course of the year in every
such locality for the exposition and enforcement ol
the principles of the Alliance.” ’

That the Conference, while they thas instruct the
Geuneil, desire also to enforce upon ¢very member of
the Organization the hnporlance of such ameeting
being hold at least oneea year in bis district, and the
responsibility resting upon him individually to pro
mote it by applying for assistance to the official seere-
tary.

The Rev. E. MouLey moved, and the Rev. J. Briss
seconded o rerolution authorising the appointinent of
a committee,which was nominated by the Chairman, to
seleet (it persons to serve on the exceutive couucil.

o The resolutien passed nem. con.

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

Dr. Steave read the resolution relating to the re
cent University Bill:—

“That this Conference have heard with much satls-
faction of the intentian which is entertained by a
number of Christian gentlemen to” avail themselves of
the reeent act of Parliament reforming the Cuiversity
of Oxford, to found a ballin that University, in which
a soun t education may be imaparted, free from e.clesi
astical peculiarities, and based on the one generous
and broad view of Protestant Clristianity, which ic
Lield o commoa by Evangelical Christiads, and with
great respect for the brethren engaged in the under
taking cordially commend it to the blessing of God.”

The Cuamuan, Lefore the resolution was moved.
said the present act relating to the University was, to
some extent, o piece of patchwork. Attempts had
been made to dissuade Mr. Heywood from putting for-
ward such an impracticable clement asthat introduced
by the honourable. inember, fearing it would damage
the whole bill.  All thearrangements in the sct had
been made with reference to the continuation of the
exchisiveness of the University; the very provision for
the formation of halls were fouuded vpon the antici-
pation that its benefits would in future be confiacd to
membiers of one body, so much so, that when the act
came into operation? n subsidiary ce: would no doubt
be almost immediately required. On the passing of
the present act it struck bim (Sir C Eardly) and several
of his fr ends that it might be turned to the glory of
God. There wasa Jarge class of Christian parents
who shrank with something approachingto terror from
the idea of sending their sons to our public schools
and Universities, believing th ¢ there were not those
guarantecs for proper conduct and judicious discipline
which a Christian parent ought to desire; and it was
felt, that if a Christian atmosphere were extended to
Oxford, the same cffect might be produced elsewhere.
It was alsoa fact, that Dissenters are now admissible
to the University of Oxford: andmany were anxious
totake lime Ly the forelock, and give aright dirce-
tion to the new feature of the University system. He
belicved he spoke the feclings of every Dissenting
member of the Ailiance in saying, that they would de-
precate the formation ofa hall for any pecaliar sect;
yet there wasnothing to prevent any numberof geatle-
weuyentertaining views of Independency or Congrega-

tionalism, getting o member of Convocalion to open
a hall for them, where philosophical, classical, and
wmathrmatical instruction shonld be provided, and in
connection with which there should be given by ano-
ther agzency that religious teaching which their consei-
~nces required.  Buthe (Sir C. Bardly) most exceed-
ingly desired, that if Dissenters were indeed to use
that splendid seat of learning, they ghould use it ina
Catholic spirit, in combination with their bLrethren of
the Church of England.  Again, there wera two aspects
in the opening of the University of Oxford to Dissen-
ters. One was a very gratitying acpect to every
metmnber of the Alliance—that the benefits of the Uni-
versity would no longer be restricted to persons who
held, or who nominally Lield, one set of resigious opin-
ions; but they should not disguice from themselves,
that by ceusing to have o test Oxford had virtualiy
ceased to bie a place holding up a religious standard
to Christendem. (llea:, Lea~)- The Alliance itself
had taught them the lesson, that God’s truth was op-
posed to latitudinarianism as much as to bigotry ; aud
he was conrinced that unless some religious clement
were introduced inte the University of Oxford, it
would sink 10 alerel with the Unijversities of Germany
and other parts of the Continent. Under the present
act the examination of all persous on the Thirty-nine
Articles would be found impracticable. Those who had
tae management of the University were cerfainly now
placed in a very difficult position; but from conver-
satious he had held with leading persons ia colleges,lie
wasconvinced thata mutaal and noble gencrosity would
solve an infinity of problems, (Hear, hear.) Now,the
old calleges of (xford had been bdilt on the principle
that they should be exclusively Auglican;and he would
recommend those who did not agree with the whole
circle of Anglican docirine and system not io force
themeelves upon the old colleges, but to combine with
mwy who did s0 agree, to furm a new iastitution in
the University. 1lle was not withount hope, from the
el €ro1s reception he had met with, that such would
ultimately be the case. Au additional motive for ex-
crtion in the matter arose from the fact, that through-
out the history of Eagland, G%ford had been more or
less. a type of the state of the whole country; and any
sreat movement generated in Uxford was likely to
produce, more or less, a corresponding effect through-
out the land. 1Ir could not couceive anything more
calculated to promuie the Protestant interests of Bri-
tain, than that Oxfo.d, its centre, he believed, in point
of scholarship, should Lave established within it an fo-
stitution suchas be bad referred to. Hehad been in
commnaication with leading men in late University
Commission, aad from them he had received the most
positive assurance of the fact that there wasnothing in
the law to prevent a clergyman or member of the
Church of England, and therefore, in the University,
being a member of Convocation, associating with him-
self as joint instructor ina new Hallat Oxford a person
who wasnot o member of the Church of England, and
aot & member of the Convocation. Many suggestions
bad been made as to the best mode of carryiag out the
present design—whether, for instance,it would be bet-
ter, instead of commencing & new institution, to build
upon something that already exists; but baving heard
the various objaclions *raised, he was inclined tofall
back upon the ‘ormer prc]:})osition. It had been ur

that the necessity of the University of Oxiord for Dis-
senters had now been saperseded, onaccount of the ex-
istence of several colleges used by Dissenters for the
cducation of their sons; and aclergyman present at the
Confercnce had used the argument,” How can you, with
consistency, have fought for one or two generations for
the opening of the University, aud then declare that
you mean to make no use of it?’ Possibly it might be
said in reply, * We contiued to fight for the opcning
because it was a badge of inferiority that it should be
closcd against us.  He would not say & word against



