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BZB3LE-CLASS ESSAI'.

T'HE EVIL E-FFECT'S OF RATIONALJSM.

Ouiz first parents pernîiitted Satan
to deceive theni by becding bis de-
niai of God's Word, teliing them
tlîat tbcy would become wiser by dis-
obeying, and it bas ever been one of
bis devices to bave man think tbat
bis own wvays are better tban God's
\vays. Self-sufficieîicy is one of the
great infirnîitics of our mortal nature.

But God saitb Il Let flot the wvise
nman glory in lus wisdoin, for without
me ye can do notbin(y" Fie is the
source of ail wisdom, anîd a God of
justice, aiid ivili fustrate the designs
of ail who wili flot accept E-im as
their strengytb and Guide, even as lie
did of those lybo aftcr tbe flood
trusted to tbeir own ways, and under-
took to buîld a city and a towver, and
of Jerohoai, tbe son of Nebat, wbo
led Israel into tbe sin of schisrn.
Throughout tbe history of the cburcb
of tbe Patriarchs, and of the Jews
wc find that beavy judgnîents were
inficted upon ail who forsook the
Lord and followed aftcr other gods,
tbat ail succecding generations rnigbit
take warning by their exampie. Ai-
tbough tbc members of tbe Christian
Chiurcb miay estcem tbemselves free
from tbe sin of idoiatry, yet Ration-
alisnu bas led many to resist the
power of God, and to worsbip
the creature instcad of the Creator.

The Rationalist vi11 flot acknow-
ledge God in ail luis ways and let Hum
direct bis pathis, but cbooses wvays of
his own devising, bclicving that al
knowlcdgc of Divine tbings rnay be
gaincd by reason alone. He disre-
gards God's Word, tbat "lNo prop-
hecy of the scripture is of any private

interpretation,"ý and by trying to, ex-
plain away the mysteries of tbe Bible,
lie wrests scripture to his own de-
struction. Rie will flot acknowledge
the autbority of the Church, but re-
fuses the means of grace whicb God
offers and conimiands tbrough bher,
believingo thern unnecessary, and
thinking that whateve-r a mian sincere-
ly believes mnust l)c right, thus
niaking reason his sole autbority.
Christ founded Ris churcb, and en-
trusted bier with the keeping and
teacbing of the Biule. 14e bas proti--
ised to be alwvays wvith bier, and. it is
our duty as bier cbildren to acccpt
ai that she teaches, just as a1 dutiful
child trusts to thic under--tanding and
subrniits to the reproofs of a loving
parent, knowing it is for bis good, ai-
thougth be nuay flot s.e bowv.

*T'he Rationalist deerus himiseif so,
wise that lie Nvill flot subinit to the
governm cnt. and ordi na nees God
ordaiiied for His Church, and think-
ing lie knows a better way, bie (like
Jeroboam) rends assunder tbe unity
of God's people, building up what
lue calls a ncw religyion on no better
foundation than bis own fancies. Fie
rejoices in great freedoni of tbought,
but lets bis own peiverted reason
lead bim to believe on'iy wvbat bie can
understand. Thus, Rationalism
leads mnan to substitute reason for
faith, without wlîicli it is impossible
to please God. IlFaitb -is tbe sub-
stance of things boped for tbe cvi-
dene of tbings flot seen."

It accepts ail tbat God bas reveal-
cd, and does flot question bis ways,
but trusts in bis infinite wisdomn and
goodness, bciieving that Hie -is His
ow7n interpreter and will mnake ail
tbings plain to us in Bis own good
titie. cc 0 the depth of tbe riches
botb of the wisdorn and knowlcdge
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