
-~ ~*-'~wr-~*

282 gf lJoimc iinb Jorci-41 t4corb. No0v.

pensation of God':s Providence, and to glance at somne of the impressions
%whicl, as sueh, It la fitted to produce.

The long protection which our ilissionaries; in the South Seas have enýjoycd,
lias perbaps rcndered the Chiurch easy concerning their safety, and Ieft us un-
prcpared for this event. Perhiaps too we have flot liad a sufflcient sense of
the divine care so long exerciscd over them. At ail events this bas corne
upon us unexpectedly. And yet it 15 an event, the possibility or which the
Ohureh ought always to have kcept in view, and for wvhiclî we ouglit to have
been prcpared. Christ warned his disciples in senditig thcmn forth for the
,conversion of the world, that they miust not oniy expect to encounter opposi-
tion and trial in the work, but that they should be preparcd to suifer even
unto death for his sazke and tho gospel's, Il Beliold I send you forth as shcep
nmong %volve.,." l'The brother shal deliver up the brother to (lCath, and tho
father the cilid." "Yea, the tirne conmcth that whosoever killeth you will
think that lie doeth Gods service." he history of the Churchi iii cvcry aize
has shown that this MaYj le the fate of the most zealous of God's servants.
Ifhle preaching of the gospel hiad scarcely begun Miehn a persecution arose, in
which ne of its most energetie champions, as we.l as others less k-nown, wcre
callcd to scal their testlmony withi their blood. And the persecution about
Stephien was soon followcd by a second, ln which one of the very chiefcst
aposties. as wvell as others wvere calUed to receive the Inartyr*s crowvn. WVe
k-now that others of the twelve, and it is gcnerally bclicvcd that înost of thcm,
ended their earthly career ia a similar manner. We nced not refer to the
nuxabers that, previous to the triumph of Cliristianity over the Paganism of
the Roman Empire, perished by sword or flame. or the stili greate 0ubr

who in the strugégles of' revived Christiariity against Popery, at the cri of' the
IReformation, lu the sixteenth and sevcnteenth centuries, poured forth their
blood likce wvatcr for their flaithifuiness to the Saviour. In the great mission-
ary movemient of the nineteenth century, the proteUtion extended by the gev-
ernments of Christian countries to Missionaries labouring lu heathen Iand..,
has coxnmonly preserved them from any extensive slaughiter. B ut ycteven ln
our own day there are instances sufficient te tcach us that the heralds of the
cross must jeopard their lives on the high places of the field, flot only by
pestilence and famine, but also by the hands of their feUlo% men. The
massacres of the Christians in Madagascar, the mnartyrdom of s0 iny mis-
sionaries dûring the mutiny lu India, the murder ot' Lowrie by pirates iii
China, the fal1 of the lamented Grahami in the streets of Damascus, the death
of Williams and Harris on Erromanga, the slaughtcr of Missionaries by In-
dians lu the far We-;t, the hanging of faithful ministers in the Southern
States, who *have dared to lif't up their voice on behaîf of the slave, and now
the massacre of our owu Gordon and bis wife, admonish us that Satau's en-
xnity against the servants of God reaches even to the danger of their lives,
and that Ged may permit hlmi to accomplish his end, designing doubtless to
overrule it for the divine glory.

It is unquestionably the duty of the Church and hier missionaries to, avait
thcmselves of every lawtùul means that Providence sets before theni, for their
safety. It eau neyer bc our duty to, rush heedlessly into danger ; and the ex-
ample of Christ and bis aposties, shows that it may be the duty of Mission-
aries to provide for the safety of their lives by a change of the seene of their
labours. IlWhen they persecUte you ln this city, fiee ye into another."
An~d now tha~t this mournful catastrophe bas taken place, it becomes us seri-
ously to euquire, whether we have suifered thus, while ln the way of our
duty and while following the '.guidance of divine Providence, or whethcr we


