
222 ANNALS OF SAINT ANNE

This confratcrnitv, crectCd on the 27' Scptcmbcr I886, was raiscd to the rank
of an archconfraternity by our ioly Father the pope. hy a rescript of the 260
April :887 wvith nii the rights, honor and privileges connectcd with that title. Ail
the confraternitics crected in honor of St. Anne in Canada and the United Statc<
may ic afitiatedi with il. Tt, thai end they must be canonically crected by the Or.
dinary of the diocese and the directors must, with his permission, apply for afflia.
tion to the Revcrcnd Father Redemptorist, the pastor of Stc. Anne de Bcaupré,
Who is nuthorized by a pontifical induit te grant it.

Our Lord has proniscd thit whre itwo or three persont are galhereàtogethrr n
Jfis nanie, Ie is in the midst Pf ici : Ui suent duo i Ires eogrjati Mn nomme
/iti, -il soin in medio eorit (Mat. XVIII. 20). in virtue of this divine promisc,

-each iembers of a confraiternity, by placing in a commreon treasury the fnit of hi.
.good works and prmycrs, cannot but enrich bimnseif. In the same manner as fire, in
-comimunicating itself to new infilammable mattcr, far from becoming less ardent,
-on the contrary increascs in strength as it cxtcnds; in like manner, Christian cha.
-rity wehich is a tire enkindlctd by Jess.Christ (Luke XII. 49) incrcases the ment
and value cf good works in proportion te the use wec mnkc of them in bchalf cf our
brcthren. Ail the prayers and acts of charity which are performed by the mcmiter
-of a confraternity, becomb the commun patritony of cach associate during life.
and serve as a solace te the soui after dcath. Ali are thercfore cnriched without
any one being imnpoverisied.

The nimerous pilgrims who, fron ail paris of Canada and the United States,
conte to the Sanctuary of Ste. Anne de Beaupré, return horne with a more livcly
faith and a more irm confidence in the powerful intercession of this Saint. Their
iearts remain in a certain tmanner in this sanctuary, in which for mre than two
centurtes the voire of Jesus pleads with such tenderness and force to convert sin.
ners, and in wrhici lie manifests 1lis will in se admirable a manner by thewondet.
fui cures nuhich St. Anne obtains for those who invokce ber with confidence. lience
it is tiat se great a number of pilgrims love to revait this sanctuary, in which they
-experienced se nuch consolation and obtained so many favors. Those who cannot
ieturn recali weith plasire the sweet cieotions which they expetienced. Th Cen-

fraternity wvil strongly contribute te preserve ail in these sentiments of faith and
confidence, swhich will merit for themr news spiritual and temporal favors.

Pilgrims ni ili not be the oniy oncs te profit by the advantages of this confrateri-
ty. Tho.e who have not yet had thre happinebs and those who may be prevented
by insuriorintable obstacles front undertaking this voyage, weili find in their affilia.
tion te the confraternity, a consolation for not bcing able and perhaps never being
anble to corne and invoke St. Anne in ber church. By practising faithfully the exer.
cises of piety prescribed by the ruie. they wili be transprited in spirit te th
blessed sanctuary, and St. Anne weho will read the desires of their hearts, wili re.
cognire them as her children, will press them te ier mnaternai heait, dry their
tears, and do for them ihat site would have done if they had cone in person.
The misfortune even which deprives them of the joy of coming te invoke her,
w ill be for this tender mother a grenter reason te interest herself in their destiny.

Therefore, having invokced the Htoly name of God, We ordain and ruleas follows:
i1 After the reading of the present Pastoral Letter, the annexed translation of

the BuII Of the 2 6*' of Aprit -1887, which mises te the rank of an archconfraternity,
the Confraternity of Ste. Anne -de Beaupré established by Us the 2 7 u cf Septen.


