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NECESSARY CORRECTION,

Since the editorial note in our present issue con-
cerning the important Quiun amendment, to the
Yukon railway bill was written and or the press it
is learned that the amendiment was not passed, but
rejected. An Ottawa despatch, on which we relied,
proves, therefore, to have been incorrect. Hence,
unfortunately, the comments of our editorial note
on the Quinn amendment prove to be inapplicable,
and the bill practically renains almost as objection-
able as when first pressed upon the Dominion house
of commons.

THE ROMANCE OF CRIPPLE CREEK.

The history of few mining camps present so many cle-
ments of romance as th.ab ot Cripple Creek, Colorado In
the year 1890 Willfam S. Stratton was & poor prospector,
whoso sole property conststied of a pick and shovel. In
April, 1890, Leslie W. Popejoy gave him a grubstake in
order that he might prospect Crivple creek, then beginning
to attract the attentlon of miners. W.S. Stratton was
obliged to walk all the way from Colorade Springs und
carry his puck. Oun the 4th of July, 1890, he located the
Independence claim, which has since produced mauny mill-
ions {n gold, aund is still consideied one of the richest mines
fn the west.

A few weeks after Stratton returned to Colorado Springa
and bought Popejoy’s interest for §247, givieg a uote {or
payment. ‘Ihree years later, in 1893, he read of willionaire
Stratton’s famouy Ind -pendence mine, and started investi-
gations, learning enongh to lead hiw to belivve that Strat.
ton had discovered the body of vre before he bad been
tnduced to sell his interest; thuat Stratton had misrepre-
sented the facts to him, and that be had been swindled in
tho transacticn. He thereupon brought action and clafmed
onc-halfl iiterest in the property. ‘Fhis case, after being
fu the courts for some years, has receatly been settled,
Mr. Stratton having pail Popejoy £300,000 to huave the
action withdrawn. Mr. Stratton Is now the sole owner of
the Independence ming, and the principal owner of several
others, including the Portland, the Gold King and the Blaek
Diamond. ‘The value of his interests in Cripple Creek is
estimated at §25,000,000. Less than two years ago the
great fire of April 28th laid the city in ruins.  Ten thou-
sand people were penniless, and for a time wero fed by the
contributions of the state and her citizens. Before the
ashes woere cold rebuilding was begun, and upoa the cinders
of the old wooden town a handsome modern city of brick
bultdings, with a population of 20,000 inhabitauts, has
grown in onc short year.

Mr. Stravton was recently asked by o well-known min-
ing wan (whose Inck bhad forsaken him) if he would lend
him 815.000 for a speculation. And Mr. Stratton’s veply is
worth recording. He safd : “I am delighted to be in a po-
sition to inclose you $15,000. I rearet cireumstances have
occurred which place you in the vecessity for making the
request. If you have Iluck and can well afford to return
the loan, you may do so. 1f you have not, you wmay rely
upon ny sympathy, and you must thini the loun a gife.”

Men of this nature deserve to have wealth. Let the
Romance of Cripple Creck give the fuint-heu rted prospector
courage. When the development ef British Columbia min-
eral resources takes nlace we shall find that nature has
given the Province ev cy material for fortunes excopt the
wmeans of converting the same into cash.

C. I'. BOSOMWORTH

A KLONDIKE GHOST.

In a guich on Bonanza creek, in the very center
of the richest part of the Klondike, is a claim which
even the boldest of miners shrink from working.
For a week or niore the gravel from the prospect
shaft washed out on an average of $15 to the pan,
and grew richer as the hole was deepened. Bed-
rock has not been reached yet, but the claim has
been abandoned, and the few men who tried to
work it tell of uncanny sounds by day and of fright-
ful scenes at night. If reports be true the ghost of
a murdered miner guards the hole.

In the fall of 1896 there camme to Bonanza creek a
young man who gave his name as Ray Truttle. He
picked out a partuer and after a little prospecting
they struck a rich deposit, which bade fair to make
them both wealthy. One day, while standing at
the top of the shaft, the partners had a quarrel over
some slight matter, and Tuttle fell or was pushed
into the hole. When taken out he was dead, his
neck having been broken in the fall. It was re-
ported as an accideut, and the partner went on
working the claim alone. T'wo or three days later
he was taken sick and died suddenly, raving in his
last moments about *‘ poor Tuttle’s ghost.”

No particular attention was paid to this as it was
considered to be the fancy of a disordered brain,
Shortly after the second funeral, howev.r, the claim
was taken up by new men. One of these went down
into the hole, struck one blow with his pick, and
then clambered out in hot haste, declaring he heard
a man's voice shrieking at him. His partner tried
it and had a like experience, Then other men went
down and were in turn glad to come out ‘n a hurry.

Watchers at night declare they can so.: the spec-
ters of two men clinched at the brink of the pit.
These apparitions wrestle for a few seconds, until
one of them breaks away, gives his antagonist a
shove and sends him head first down the shaft.
Night after night this ghostly drama is enacted so
long as any attempt is made to work the claim.
When it is left undisturbed there is no manifesta-
tion of a supernatural order. Other claims near by
are worked right along without trouble. This is
one ghost story that has thus far come out of the
Klondike.—Western Mining World.
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