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FOUL BROOD,
Its Symptoms, Treatment and Cure.
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Ontario.

Foul brood is a disease of the larva
which originates from the rotting of un-
cared for brood, and is caused by brood be-
ing fed in corrupt cells, where the larva
food is mixed with the remains of decayed
brood. The larva that dies from foul
brood, first tur.as yellow, as it decays fur-
ther it becomes a brown, rop matter that
will stretch over an inch ifa little of it is
lifted from the cells. Some of the capped
brood will have a small hole in the capping.
More brood dies of foul brood at the age of
six, seven, eight and nine days than at any
other age. When the foul brood matter
dries down, it leaves stain marks on both
the lower side and bottom of the cells.
Then without any cleansing the queen lays
in these same stain marked cells, and
during a honey flow without cleansng out
the cells where foul brood dried down, the
bees store honey in these stained narked
cells, and seal many of them. Then
the honey stored in the disease, cells is fed
to the sound brood. After that the col-
onies become very weak in bees, and the
robbing sets in as soon as the honey sea-
son ceases. Then the bees from other col-
onies come and rob the foul brood colonies
of their deadly stores, and carry the di-
ease in proportion to ,he amount of dis-
eased honey they convey to their hives.

It is eiglteen years since I discovered
that the honey was the only crininal that had
to be fought in curing "n apiar.ý of foul
brood. It has always been a great consid-
eration of mine in curing apiaries of fou)
brood, to manage the business so as to leave
every colony in the best possible condition
for business when cured, to do this a great
deal of judgment has to be used, and every
apiary treated according to the condition
it is found in. I have found some apiaries
of tiwenty colonies in such a horrid state
with fout brood, and every colony so weak
in bees, that I ordered all the combs to
be made into wax at once, and ail the bees
put into six or seven hives before staing to
cure them of the disease. In other ap-
iaries I have found more or less foul brood
in every colony. with large quantities of
sound brood. When I find an apiary in
this condition, I make good use of the
brood, and end the season with the full

number of colonies all cured and in good
condition. I will now give my method of
curing foul brood. which I believe will be
be followed by the bee-keepers of every land
because it does not, and cannot fail, to
cure the worst cases of the disease ever
seen. In the honey season when the bees
are gathering honey freely, go to the
strongest of the diseased. colonies in the
evening, and remove the combs, and shak%
the bees back into their own hives, thea
give them comb fouadation starters, and
let them build combs for four days, to store
the diseased honey in. In the evening of
the fourth day remove the comb and give
them foundation to work out, and then the
cure will be cimplete. Fill empt.v hives
with the foul 1%rood conbs that have been
removed from the strongest of the diseased
colonies and then place these hives on the
weakest of the diseased colonies, and leave
them there for a week or eight days, so
that the soun brood hatching out during
that time will strengthen the weak colonies.
Then at the end of the week or eight days,
remove all the combs and shako the bees
into a single hive, then give thein conb
foundation starters, and let them build
combs for four days to store the diseased
honey in. In the evening of the fourth day
remove the comb and give them foundation
to work out, and then the cure will be com-
plete. All work should be done in the
evenings so the becs will become settled
down nicely before morning. And if any
curing is to be done when little or no honey
is coming in, the bee-keepers must feed
plenty of sugar syrup in the evenings to
take the place of a honey flow. The Dr.
Miller feeders are just the thing for this
purpose. Beekeepers must never feed any
honey from any foul brood colony without
first boiling the honev. I always warn
against the honey in all places. Before ex-
tracting fron the diseased combs. all the
combs th at were not seale.d must be cut off
the frames or some of the decavel brood wili
be thrown out with the honey. All the
foul combs and all the new combs tlat
were built in the four days, must be made
into wax, and the dross from the wax ex-
tractor must be buried, because what runs
out with the wax from a steam wax ex-
tractor, would not be heated enough to kill
the spores, and if it was thrown out vhere
the becs would get at it, it would start the
disease again. I will hore warn bee-
keepers, that where an apiary is in a bad
state with foul brood, that it cannot be
cured by putting bees in empty hives dur-
ing a honey fi v, because the bees a. such
a time wîil build c mbs fast enough to
storn part of the diseq ed honev which they
took from the foul combs vhen they were


