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die in their early > outh. I have kept a number of exueed su, to a cuisîderable e.xtent at least, the perenmal poupularity
ingly beautiful breeds of fowls, so nuch more beatîful to me, of the lhght Brahma .d.enid:, upon its practi.t.l and useful

and I think to the majority of mankind than the Brahma, that qualities, it is after ail a question of merit.
in comparison, it is positively plain, but have failed to derive
from theni a proportionate degree of pleasure, because of the BLACK AND WHITE POULTRY.
great delicacy of the chickens. It seemed almost impossible
to rear fifty per cent of those hatched, even with the best DY REGINAILD S. S. wOoDGATEi, IN TiIE Siok-Kiefer, ENGLAND.
care that could be given, and because of this delicacy,
though in other respects the fowls were admirable, I felt Condudid.
constrained to give them up for hardier breeds and varieties. 0 mmd, however, therc is as much honour in
I know that to me, and I am, I suppose, very much like r n
other men, hardiness is an important qualhty. And I have the earlv seventies of ibis nineteenth century, or
always found the light Brahma hardy Some will die, of. sucb Spanish as Messrs. Howard and Nicholls (the late)
course, especially among over-lattened adult fowls, but I used to exhibit, or white Dorkings, 9 lb. or io lb. in weight
know of no hardier breed them the light Brahma. A man c-as is nov frequently done-as ever tbere is in pro-
who cannot, under favorabble circumstances, rear a fair per- ducing a buiT Cochin cockcrel, gorgeous undoubtedly in bis
centage of the light Brahma chickens be hatches, would bet-
ter go out of the poultry business. He evidently is not perfecîiy-c burT plme, but o pro bto
adapted to it. So it seems to me the hardiness of the fowl leave bi blakt ai o otanthe par f ltoa
is properly reckoned as an element in its popularty. ligt Bama put wicb l0 obtan tb now fashio

The light Brahma, when hatched early, makes an excel- ansaie focas 10 t e or of be ped o
lent winter layer. Its abundant clothing keeps it warm and In some black varieties, sucb as Minorcas, Langsbans and
its pea-comb-the most serviceable and at the same time Orpingtons, I am, of course, fully avate that tbere is a pre-
handsome comb we know of-is not liable to get frost-bitten. ss
And when other, i.e., some other-breeds are not laying ai obtained in these breeds as fat as numbers of entries are
all, the light Brahma continues the work of production. As concerned, but I maintain bat even for tbem-in Ibis their
winter eggs sell for thirty-five to fifty cents per dozen, the beyday of popularity-only ordinary prices are given, save
light Brahma does not need to produce so many eggs to pro- for a few birds in very isolated instances, and that tey fail
duce an equal money value. And then, too, the eggs are to obiain the money which some fanciers of the older
very large. No breed I think, lays a larger. The good old varieties pay witbout a murmut for tbeir specimens, yet
black Spanish used to have the reputation of laying the lar- Minorcas and Langsbans cannot, I suppose, be bred to
gest egg of any fowl, but I really think the egg of the Brah. perf ut an imme
ma is quite as large, and ,.s Brahmas and Spanish average eci-
in these days I think the Brahma egg is the larger of the Returning, tben, to the difficulties of breedig black and
two. A fowl that lays a very large egg, perhaps the largest white poultry, wvich I consider to be great unes, and be-
that is laid, and lays these eggs freely in the coldest months ing at the v
of the year, possesses one element of great popularity. ginn ance with of the it

Other elements occur to me, such as the value of the heavy of birds of pencilîngs and licings and spangles believe that
carcase when killing, the color of the legs and skin, the color every Minorca whi.b is hatcled is fit for exhibition because
of the fine feathers and the like, but these three, the great. it is black or wbite ? How about squirrel tails, wbite faces,
size, the hardiness and tbe winter laying of large eggs seem loose cobs, pale legs, and birds failing in lustre ? Surely
to me 0 accouni in a large measure for the great popularity these points require skill and labour t produce, and I on-
of the light Brama. And, indeed, these are elements Of1 der how many scores of Minorcas are bred before perfection
real wortb, the first alone perbaps excepued. I cannot see is arrtved ai. whiy, then, sould not an ideal Minorca be
that great size is of s0 much practical importance as the of the same value as an ideal partridge Cochin or dark Brab-
other elements, tough I bave given il first place in the nias? Again, in Langsans Is nhe perfect bloom and
making of popularity, but of tbe othet two eleigents there iridescent colour so easily obtainable, the exact amount bf
can be no doubt of tbeir great practical importance. And leg and tue feathering, the color of the legs and feet, the


