ed up-a height of several hundred feet to- the L
summxt of - the cra,g .

1 e
ty feet hwh whic:h is crowned by the bmld-
Jings’ of the. Great Meteora “Above us; was a:_
shee1 xarp of rcck ‘one hundred feet hjgh o

the shed from whioh it was (=v1dent tha.t the
" “rope and: neb were. worl\ed \Io sxgns, ‘how-"
. ever, of these implements were forthcommg,
~and the holy fathers a.ppeare«l ‘to be-indif-
ferent to- our approach. We shouféd ‘and
f red guns to no purpose; and it was not tinl -
a.fter some mma.tes that a- venerable face was
s protruded fmm the aarlal loft- and communi-
ca.mons were intamhanged But. not even
-then did the’ azcent become at- once feasible; - |
for, as Lhere were only rtwo mcm.ks in- thev i
monastery, assistance was needcd at the cap- -
o :‘ .stan‘to, ha.ul us-up. . Accordmgly a ‘series .of
mde lmdder;. attached together like the links ' -
o of a cha.m, _zmd Whn-se lower cnd ha.d hither-
i to been hltch‘.d up, by a rope from .aloft, .
~ . were let .down.so that tiiey fitted on to the -. HE'Z
top of mother ladder \reared agaanst tho"
: rock from th‘, ground. : S
. The ~upper;ladders 1éd to. a small doorway -
in “the: rock; from which’ ‘an; alterna.txve en- -
'[trance ‘to” the .mona.stery was! provxded by -
cia st,a,xrca..-,e 1ns1de. : When the”latlder:. aro‘ i
hxtchod up, a.nd the: rope is. coiled rmmd the
ca.pstan the‘ mona:stery is. ab::olutely 1mac-
cessmle and is: inma’tm ‘can bid deﬁa.uce to .
.- any’ ‘foe: but caniion, ,"'The ]aﬂders furnish‘a, -
DR most unpleasan.t mode’ of asoent, a.s ‘they ire R
These only loosc strun.:, t’ogether, and ﬁa.p =y
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