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division along lines running generafly north-wcst and south-east,
intu three distinct prairie steppes, or plateaux, as they are geneially
called. The first of'these is known as the R~ed IRiverYafley and
Lake Wixîniyeg plateau. The wvidth of the boundary unre is about
52 n .les, and the average heiglit about 800 feet above the sea.
At the buundary line it is about 1,000 feet. The first plateau
iies entirely within the ]Province of Manjitoba, and is estimiated
to contain about 7,000 square miles of the best wl.eat-growing7
land on the continent, or in the world.

The second plateau or steppe lias an altitude of 1,600 feet,
liaviug a width of about 250 miles on the national boundary uine,
and un area of about 103,000 square miles. The rich, unduiating,
pa-k.-lie country lies in this region. This séction is specially
faxourable for settiement, and includes the Assiniboine and Qu'-
Appelle districts.

The third plateau or steppe begins on the boundary line at the
lO4th meridian, wlîere it has an elevation of about 2>,000 feet,
and extends west for 465 miles to the f-oot of the llocky Maun-
tains, where it lias an altitude of about 4,200 feet, rnaking an
averajge height above the sea of about 3,000 feet. Generally
spealing, the flrst two steppes are those which are most favour-
able for agriculture, and the third for grazing. Settlement ..3

proceediug in the flist two at a very rapid rate; and in the third
plateau iiuinerous and prusperous cattle ranches have been esta-
blished.

The prairie section of the Canadian North-West, extending
webtwatd from the neighbourhood of Winnipeg to the base o
the R~uchiy Mountains, a distance of over SOO miles, -ontains
laige tracts of the finest agriuultural lands in the worid The
pialiie is uenerally iolling or undulatiug, with.clunips of woods
an, hUnes of fure:st here and there. It Plhuuds withi lakes, lake-
lets, aud ruuaning streams, ini the ne:hcroo fwhc h
,,uelIery hma 4'en dtsciibed a:ý the finest park scenery in the world.

The richuess of the soil, and the salubrity of the climate,
whlich is puctdiarily adapted to t.he cultivation of grain aud raising
of stock,1 will assuredly cause this vast tract of cauntry to become,
iii the near future, the home of millions of happy and prosperous
people.

There is a generally accepted, theory that the great fertility of
the land in the NSurth-West is due generally to three causes. -


