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amore is signified by the secret vault
and work therein than merely the re.
covering of a “lost word.” The moral
significance of thet part of the cere-
mony points to the fact that truth
does not always appear on the sar-
face, and needs to be persistently
sought after in the hidden recesses.
There must be an enduring of toil and
hardships, & brave confronting of
dangers, for the sake of obiaining
that knowledge which is of largest
valne. All this and more of moral
suggestiveness is associated with the
«lost and recovered word" of the
Royal Arch degres.

In much the same way Cryptic Ma-
sonry, in the degrees of Royal Master
and of Select Master, presses into
service the symbol of the vault..
There is the same search for truth
indicated, together with an impressive
enforcement of lessons that relate to
earnest, watchful, heroicliving. Then
there is an additional drawing from
the ancient mysteriss as the vault be-
comes symbolic of death and the
QGrave—of these not as finalities, but
also of what there is beyond in the
anfolding of the higher life. Masoni-
cally the vaultis a prophet of better

things—of trath, which shall come in
to take the place of error; of knowl- i
edge which shall bapish ignorance; of
light, which shall drive out darkness, |
and life viotorious over death. No
Symbolism is more sublime and far
veaching than what is thus presented
by what is commonly known as the
Masgonry of the secret vanlt.

And yet the organization of the
Cryptic degrees has never been strong
or complete. It is only in this coun-
try that they have gained any consid-
erable prominence, and here they
hiave had a fluctnating and uncer-
%ain life. The degree of Select Mas-
for was worked both in Beltimore,
4., and in Charleston, B. C., dar-
ing the early part of the present
century, being regarded as belonging
#o the system of Royal Avoh Mason-
¢y, thongh no great i=cportance seems
40 have attached fo the degree. The

Royal Master’s degree was not recog-
nized until several years later, when
that too came to be conforred as am
appellant to Royal Arch Masonzy,
and a little later by independent
Counoils organized in soveral of the
more influential jurisdictions. I%
should be remembered in this con-
nection that the Cryptio degrees orig-
inally belonged to the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, or rather, that they
were conferred as honorary degrees
by the Inspectors of thet Rite.

The first Grand Council was that
of Massachasetts, instituted in 1826,
Bro. Abraham A. Dame being the
first Grand Master. He held the
office until 1856—thizty years. Other
independent governing bodies of the
Rite were formed from time to time,
and in some gections considerable in-
terest was manifested in the progress
of the degrees. Cryptic Masonry
has never flcuriched, however, as its
friends believe it should. A few
years ago, under the lead of Bro. J.
H. Drummond, who has worked
efficiently in behalf of the Cryptis
Craft, a General Grand Council was
formed, fhis step being taken with
the idea of bringing the Cryptic de-
grees and organization into & condi-
tion of greater prominence and pros-
perity. ‘Whether this movement will
secure the desired resalt remains to
be seen. The Cryptic degrees are
worthy of preservation and of belng
embodied as & distinot organization.
The practical guestion seems to be
this: —Can room be found for them
without crowding upon other interests
and branches of the Masonic system?

—Freemason's Repository.

Bro. Baron Ferpinano pe Rorms-
cmmLp, 8 Liheral, on July 17th ult.,
was elacted to the British Parliament
for Aylesbury, in the place of Sir N,
de Rothschild, now Lord Rothschild.

Tae Grend Lodgs of Vermontrati-
fied the recommendation of their
Crand Mastor in his address to sup-
port the Grand Lodge of Quebes in
its olaim {fo exclusive jarisdiction.




