
BN1FOROBD MEMBERSHIP. 8

18eIvee Masons,. who in thiu country'
would cling to the ekirte of an honor-
ed. Grand Lodge and trail tisi in the
mnuck and mire of pollution, by mak-
ing Masons of material which they
kuow lia beaun rejeoted elsewhere.
«We furtiermore féel compeiled. toad
that if the Grand Lodge of England
permuts lier subordinates to commuit
s0 grose an outrage upon Masonry
*'universal, fliat, whilst protesting, we
shail bow our liead in shame, ana
blueli at the conduot of the mother
from, whose breasts our owni Grand
Lodge drank the sweet milk of Ma-
sordo Love, Masonie Gharity, aud ma-
sonie Truth.

ENTOROR» M MBERSElF.

An esteemed correspondent tah-es
us f0 task in regard to our views upon
enforced memberehip. We cheerfully
admit that lie caugit us tripping in
our statement tiat anybody could
jclin of his " own free,'wil and accord,"
but that, of course, lie will know was
merely a slip. The question in our
mnd, ie, what riglit have we to sa.y to
auy brother "lyou rna.st belong to a
Lodge?" To quote from. auy ancient
documents that such wss originally
law je sheer nonsense, as, properly
speaking, lodgee .(as we understand
thom) are of recent origin.

We hold fiat to insiat upon a
brother being a lodge member, wieu
for conscientious rea'one lie May
wish for a tinie to retire froni the
sanie, je unjuat sud uumasonic. We
furtiermore believe it je a suicidai
course to pureue. A -brother finde
he canuot consoientiously sit with
another member of a loage, yet by
flue eyi3fem of enforced mnembership,

he must gtilI reomain a member of
that lodge or shoôw himeèUi to bo
susapendedi or perohance expelled.
Our correspondent, we presume, wil
say, "Let hum join another lodge;"I
but lie may live litindreds of miles
from, any other lodge, and thon not
know any of the inmImers. No, the
system je wrong, and diaxnétrically
opposed to the principles of our In-
stitution, whiih je founded upon
Justice, Charity sud Brotherly Love.

What justice je there in enforcing
a brother to remain a niember of a
lodge, when for reasous of hie own
lie wi8hes to withdraw. le there that
liberal r'.nd charitable spirit whioh
should characterize Freemasonry in
such s bondage? What brotherly love
je there iu suci a crampedl and nar-
row minded, systeni? A brother
should be as free as the birde of the
air. There je no objeet in detaining
the unwillizg. Pat policy aside.
Doee our Nebraska brother pretend
to argue that sucli material je of any
benefit to the edifice? Fancy a lodge
compoe of a dozen mien, ail desirous
of beconiing uuaffiliated. What sort
of a iodge would it be? What sort of
work would it perforni?

Our brother says "'sus pend" or "dex-
Pet" such men. Thie would be a
crying injustice sud a cruel outrage.
Take a Mian's fees, make him a
Masou, and thon, because of consci-
entioue reasons, parchance relùjî,ou

pciies, lie doee flot desire, to remain
in niembership, suspend him. Why,
the very thought je wrong. If Ma-
sonry lias to be kept up by an eýforced
Ileinliership, the sooner it decayS the
better. Let our friend pioture t0
himseif a churcli tins supported and
thus buit up.


