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OBJECTS AND DUTIES OF FREEMASONS.

Read.before the Bretliren of Stirling

Tiodge, No. 69, May, 1887, {ordeced to.
be published in Tur Crarrsuax.)
. Brermren,—When 1 promised you
at our last session that I would at this
regular communication present you
with & dissertation on the Objects and
Duties of Freemasonry, believe me,
such promise was given with but one
wish, and that was to instruet more
fully those -members of . this lodge
whose time and opportanities have in
a measure prevented them from sur-
veying the vast and attractive field of
Masonie lit~ rature.

Egotisw. * my part was not enter-
tained, yet - c¢andidly assert that “no
reasoning or hypothesis can be more
untenable than that whkich forbodes
evil to ourinstitution by publication or
discussion of scientific publications
illustrative of 1its philosophbical or
moral tendency.” L

Although a member of the Craft for
many years, I have failed to see ifs
members endeavor to malke that daily
advancement in the sciences, which is
aob only praiseworthy but in keeping
with owr precepts, and I am of the
opinion that our gatherings should at

" times be enlivened by the interchange
of ideas velative fo Masonry, and thai
in every lodge energetic and well in-
formed brethren should be chosen to
entertain the brethren with articles of
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a nature similar to this; and thus,
‘hrethrep, would we be fulfilling the
injunetion of bur time-honored so-
ciety in making scientific progress. It
is-needless to s&y that greater attrae-
tion would be afforded us to attend our
monthly sessiops, and those who cora-=
plain that thewe is *‘too much work”
would rejoice at an innovation such as
this, The zealfs and veteran Mason,
too, would beg‘«plqaixed and enlight-
ened. I haveZfor- years entertained
the idea of sufli lectures being pro-
ductive of muclt -good and entertain-
ment to our sofiiety, and having con-
sulted several|fMasters and D. D.
Grand Masters/iin regard-to the mat-
ter, who héave given me their hearty
approval, I feel,itymy. duty, as you,
brethren, have spkindly requested me,
to undertake the presentig of this
article, and I ljope . that wg_all may
profit by it and beled o further investi~
gations, :

In ancient Grgece there existed a
city named Eleusis, famous as the seat
of the magnificgat and elaborate Flcu-
sintan Mysteries. xSodistinguished were
they that histotians give them con-
spicuous and lgngthy mention, and
minutely describe the ceremonies, &c.,
besides mentioning their manifold ad-
vantages to the Initiated, who at once
became the specinl cave of the gods,
not only through ife but beyond the
grave,—in fine their rest was in Ely-
sian fields. This great festival or
sociely, for so it may beappropriately
termed, flomished mneaxly 1800
years before thg Christian Era,—its




