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Practical'Prî*ncîlples for Profitable -Peac'h, Production*
Charles B. Bassett,.Fennville, Michigan

.ommrercial peach grower
lichigan fruit beit, 1 shall
to g, ve briefiy oni>' the

iples and practices of the
-s of our section. We ait-
y miethods-every dollar
every hour's work devot-

~iess is Iooked upon as an
vVith miost of us, peach
a "bread and butter" af-

ping ability of the Elberta, make it the
leading market peach.

OTJLTIVATION
Our maiin obJe2ct being quick and large

returns, we do our utmost to force a
strong, sound growth from the start by
intensive cultivation early in the season.
Corn is commnonly grown the first twýo
seasons between the trees, the loss of
fertility occasioned b>' the feeding of the
corn being part>' balanced b>' the corn's
shade to the trees from the scalding rays
of the sun. The trees are headed low-
not over eighteen inches from the ground
-and this calls for special tools in cul-
tivating. The extension dise harrow
and the extension fine tooth drag are
some of the best tools after the second

Ensures Success
1»Iwoulçl fot be without THE

vear.

no mirore lacking in judgment thani is the
fruit grower who permits his tree to
over-balance the root <systemn that is
called upon to sustain 'it. Build up that
root system, by continuous and intelli-
gent feeding and then restrict 'the lab-
or, of the- tree b>' severe and annual
pruning and thinning. Prune so as
to open the tops, so that God's free suni-
shine mha> reach ail of the fruits and so
paint upon their cheeks those beautiful
colors, which are so eagerly sought
after b>' the purchasers ýof our products.

.We prune our bearing orchards dur-
ing the dormant period, preferab>' in
March, after the hardest freezes are
over. Many get good resuits by spring
or even summer pruning, and one of the
Most profitable orchards I have ever
seen has always been pruned ini the fali!1
However, I am inclined to attribute the
fine results in the latter case to the se'ver-
it>' of the pruning, rather than to the time
when it was done. Much of the thitwning
can be done by severe pruning, but even
after that bas been done the expense of
picking off the surplus peaches b>' hand
will often bc considerable. This thin-
ning is essential and must be done before
the. pit hardens. The productionx of seed
iS a most exhaustive process and the
trees. must be given ai possible relief,
by reducing the rrumber of fruits. Strong-
er and longer lived trees, larger sized
fruit 1s and~ dpubled profits will thereby

ring cool, moist
spraying of the
with ,i qnl,,tin


