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CALENDAR.

N:ay i-3-d Sît:iay after EAST U, St. Phîilip and St.
Jaie% ; A & l.

"0S-th StuIîday afier E.s-:nîI.
" 5-th Sunday after I.:n,

:7 RoGATtoN DAvs.
18
i) -Asçl-smoNS DAY.

S22--Sunday after A\scr.Ssios.
"a 29-WIIT5st--Day.
"30-Mond(ay in WVhijts-week

t -Tuiesday in Whitsun-week.
junse i-TRINITV SeSnav.

TiIHE FOURTIH SUNI)AY AFTER EASTER.

ST. Jns xvi. 5-,.

Fyou look (as it is to be loped you always do)
at the place fromn which the Gospel for this
Sunday comes, you will seethat it is this part
of the chapter which cones immnediatelv he-
fore the portion which niakes last Sunday's

Gospel. At first this may seem strange. One
asks, why not follow the regular and natural or-
der wvhen vtwoGospels relating to the saie subject
are used for two consecutive Sundays ? Wliat
reason can there be for reversing the order in
which the Nev Testanient, reciting the Lord's
words, puts these passages ? Now it is alvays
worth while to ask ' Why not " in any such
muatter in the arrangement of Clurch services,
especially in that most ancient part of theni,
the Liturgy, or Eucharistic service. One ail-
nost always gets a good reason, or at least. is
led to believe that there is a good reason, since
the Chtrch is not apt to do things unadvisedly
or lightly, especially in regard to that w hich is
the central and nost important rite of worship.

Of course there should be a good reason for
changing the order in which the Saviour's
vords are read. But first we must remember

that the order is not really changed since that
is always kept in the New Testament, and one
can always read this entire chapter froi St.
John, and also wliat goes before and cones
after it. And next we are to remember that
these words were spoken to the disciples by the
Saviour before Ilis death and resurrection, but
the Clhurch in reading themi in public worship
uses then after these events. That may make
a very great difference in the order in which
they are to be arranged in our tlioughts.

Last Suidav's Gospel presented the Lord's
proplecy of lis Resurrection. We get in this
series of Gospels for the Easter sea-n first, as
is most proper, the history of the • ag fromi
the dead. Then we get the Comiission b tthe
apostles to preach that Resurrection and hear
witness to it. Tien we have the Lord's pro-
phecy of Ilis ownî death, spoken while 1le is vet
living. Then we have the promise of future
rejoicing and the prophecy thdat the disciples
would at first sorrow at Ilis going from them.
Now for this Suindaiy is given the reason for
that rejoicitig, the promise and prophtcy of the
sending of the IHoly Ghost, the Comîforter of
Promise.

'I'here is thus givei a series of thloughts all
leading up to Ascension Day and WVhitsuii )ay.
Our attention is this called emphaticaîy to the
fact tlat al] the events of the Lord's Passion
and Rising again fromî the dead were fore-
knîown and foretold to the disciple, and that
the disciples did not at first comprehend or re-
ceive themîî, which is the strongest of all proofs
that wlien they did believe thei tlhev vere con-
vinced by evidence which they could not mis-
take or doubt. If thîey had been all along
looking for the Resurrection, men might have
said that they believed it because they lad
mîîade up tleir mîîinds it iusit e so, and :o
were deluded by their own imaginations. On
the contrary, thev lhad to believe because thev
could not help it, thougl they were entirely
hopeless that it should be so.

You îwill sec, children, as vou read this.
Gospel, vlat is the chief thotiglt in it, tlat it
was needful for the Lord to go awav in order
that the Comîforter miglit coie to thiem. .\n1d
unless the Conforter was to be to theni all that
île, tlheir Lord and Master, liad been and even
more, this would nîot have been a consoling
promise. Now this shows tihat the lIoly Spirit
is equal in the unity of the Godhead with the
Son, or le could not take the place of the Son.
And He vas also to lie to the disciples the un-
seen presence of their departed Lord. 1le was
to bring aIll things to their rememîbrance which
Christ lad spoken. The Master liad spoken
nany words to the disciples, but sone they
soon forgot for a tine, because they did not
rightly understand themli. W\hen the Hlolv
Spirit came to themî le would not onily bring
back these forgotten vords, but show the
apostles their truc meaning and lelp them to
feel rightly, as well as to utnderstand clearly,
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