
20 LIFE OF COLONKL TALBOT.

indiviJaal, who could detacli himself tVom all tliO

aiiractions o( civilized life, and set himself down

ai-no. with the exception of a few hired men, in tho

midst of a trackless forest, inhabited only by a few

scattering Indians, and wild beasts. The resolution

which Colonel Talbot had formed, and was now

about to ajt upon, is the more extraordinary in an

individual, elevated at so early an ago, to a rank so

high in the army; endowed as he was, with every

qualification, apparently necessary to raise him. to

the very summit of iiiilitary glory ; surrourded by

the pomp and sf^lendor of military parade, so attrac-

tive to the votaries of fashionable life ; moving; amidst

the fascinations of polished society, and the smiles

and blandishments of \outh and beauty—that a nian

so situated should abandon the luxuries and cnchant-

)nent of stich a coterie, and become the immediate

neighbor of raccoons and howling wolves, to lead a

dull monotonous life in the untamed forests of Can-

ada, with the certain piospect of hard labor and con-

tinual privation, is proof that he was a man of great

fortitude, and of no ordinary mind.

At the time Colonel Talbot exchanged ihe sword

fur the axe, he was young, active, and sufUciently ac-

complished, to adorn the society in which men of his

rai\k usually mix. His rank in the army was un-

uasually high for a man of his years, being a Lieut.

Colonel at the age of twenty-two.
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