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INTRODUCTION 3

the lash were freely employed. He also essayed ex-
ploratlons up | the nver but the rude task wag not to

s

" band, he followed Cartier to France

It is commonly said that Canada was abandoned by -

" the French ‘between the going of Roberval and the

coming of Champlain. But, though little was done

< toward -colonizing on the St. Lawrence, Newfound-
‘land was by no means neglected. Its fishing in-

dustry. grew apace. The rules of the Church, pre-
scribing a fish diet on certain holy days, led to a large
ause of salted" ﬁsh throughout Catholic Europe; and,
by/ 578, full a hundred and fifty French vessels
_alone, ‘chiefly Breton;. were employed in the New-

sprung up. The island colony "proved valuable as a

_ supply and repair station for traders and explorers,

and thus served as a nucleus of both French and
English settlement in America. ~

It is difficult for us of to-day to realize t\hat at any
time in the world’s history, enlightened foll ™ 'should

have thought good colonists could be made out of

the sweepings of the "jails and gutters of the

" foundland fisheries, Wh\lea aood trade with the main-
land Indians, as far south és the Potomac, had now-

World. But in the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-\\

ries that delusion was quite generally entertained by
would-be founders of “states across sea; it required
the lessons of more than a hundred years of disas-
trous experiments to teach discerning men that only
the best of the middle class and the masses, can suc-
cessfully plant a new community in the wilderness.
The experiences of Cartier and Roberval on the St.
Lawrence, and of Laudonnit¢re in Florida (1564 ),
were of no avail in influencing governmental policy
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