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3 THE CREW OF THE “ WATHE WAGTAIL."”

jaw—and all the rest of it. Paul had a good brain,
too, and was well educated—as education went in those
days. Yes, there can be little doubt that even though
Paul Burns had been able to see into the future, he
would have deliberately chosen to go on that voyage.
So would Oliver Trench, for Oliver worshipped Paul!
He loved him as if he had been an elder brother. He
admired him, afar off, as a rare specimen of human per-
fection. He looked up to him, physically as well as
mentally, for Oliver was at that time little more than a
boy of medium size, but bold as a bull-dog and active
as a'weasel. Yes, we are safe to say that a revelation
of the disasters, dangers, sufferings, etc., in store, would
not have detgrred Oliver Trench. He would have gone
on that voyage simply because Paul Burns went. That
was reason enough for him. The devotion of Ruth to
Naomi was mild compared with that of Oliver to Paul

"~ —if worgs are a test of feelings—for Ruth’s beautiful

language could not compare with the forcible expres- -
sions with which Oliver assured his friend that he
would stick to him, neck or nothing, through thick and
thin, to the latest hour of life!

As for the rest of the crew——‘Big Swinton, Little
Stubbs, George Blazer, Squill, and the like—it was well,
as we have said, that they could not see into the futare.

There were forty of them, all told, including the cook
and the cabin-boy. - We do not include Paul Burns or
Oliver Trench, because the former was naturalist to the
expedition—a sort of semi-scientific free-lance; and the
iatter, besides being the master’s, or skipper’s, son, was -




