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PRESIDENT WILSON’S APPEAL.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21.
President Wilson has appealed to
all belligerents to discussg terms of
peace without actually - proposing
peace or offering mediation. The
President has sent formal Hotes to the
governments of all warring nations
suggesting that an eax"ly cccasion be-
souglht to. call out. from the natione
now ‘at war such an avowal of their
respective views as to terms upon
which the war might be concluded,
and arrangements which would be
deemed satisfactory as would make
it possible to frankly compare them.
Wholly without notice and entirely
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{1known until to-night, when the notes
were well on their way. Ameérican
Ambassadors in belligerent capitals { A
probably already have in their hands |
some of them. It was a most distinet
surprise to all officials of Washing-
ton now here. On the surface it ap-
pears an indication of history-making
events which * diplomatists generally
are. convinced must have transpired
since the German a]}ies brought forth
their proposals and will dispel the
generally prevalent belief that such
action on the part of President Wilson
would be unacceptable to the Entente
Powers. British Embassy officials de-

d Men’s, in a
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would bring an end. May be peace is | to-day told members of Parliament Minister to the German peace propos-
nearer than we know, and the terras | that he believed Germany’'s peace al was simple and straightforward.
which the belligerents on one side or | proposal lacked sincerity, and that It was the only reply that a respon-
on the other would-deem it necessary | Germany does not really desire peace. | sible Minister of an Allied nation
to insist upon, are not so irreconcil- | He added that Japan’s reply to the | could make. It did not make war up- *
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TREMENDOUS DISPLAY OF APPROPRIATE TOYS.

Xmas Stockings .. .. .. .. .. l‘('., 23¢., 50c.
Performing Horses .. .. .. .. .. . .20¢c. each
Rocklng CBalEs".. .. .. .. .. ...« . .60e.

Engineero .. ..
Tool Chests ..
Tools on Cards ..
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Pastry Sets .. .. . & "9c. each
Washboards .. .. .. .. . ..8e. and 16c.
Wash Tabs <. .. op .0 .0 .. .0 . co 200 1 Dolls

Naval War Toys .. .. .. . < 90es Tops relanaeEy o e iy
Teddy:Bears .. ..... .. .. b(k'., 90c. to $2.30 B
Electric Bears .. .. .. .... .. .. ..$2.00 each ¢ Tea

Picture Books .
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Xmas Ribbons .. .. .. .. ..15¢. and 30c. spool »
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Do the thing well; attend to the little details,
see your parcels look Xmas like.
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as Pags FLOWERS FOR THE TABLE.

28¢. to $1.40 bunch.
Decorating Flowers that look real.

Geraniums, Asparagus, Sago Plant,

Pond Lilies, Calla Lifies, Gladiolas,
Autumni Sprays, Droeping Vines,
Chrysanthemums, etc. ..

PHOTO FRAMES, 22¢, to $1.85.
Sterling Silver and French Ivery.
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Carnations, Daffodils, Roses, Tulips, Narcissus,
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PHONE 384,
MAIL ORDERS RECEIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION

‘clared they were utterly taken by sur-
prise, and were wholly unable to ex-
plain ii, and were emphatic in their
statement that no exchanges what-
ever had passed through the Embassy
héfe as a preliminary * * #* *
‘Before that final step can be taken,
however, each deems it necessary,
first, to Settle the issues of the pres-
ent war upon terms which will cer-
tainly safeguard ‘the |independence,
integrity, political and commercial
freedom of the nations involved. In
the measures to ‘be taken to seeure
the future pedce of the world, the
people and Government of the States
are as vitally and as directly interest-
ed as the Governments now at war.
Their interest, moreover, in the
means to be adopted to relieve the
smaller and weaker people of the
world from peril of wrong and vio-
lence is as quick and ardent as that
of any other people or government.
They stand ready and. even eager to
co-operate and accomplish these ends
when the war is over, with every in-
fluence and resource at their com-
mand. But the war must first be
concluded. The terms upon which it
is to be concluded they are not at lib-
erty to suggest, but the President
does feel that it is right to peint to
their intimate interest in its conclu-
sion, lest it should be too late to ac-
complish the great things which lie
beyond its conclusion, and lest the
situation of neutral nations, now ex-

able as some have feared. The Pre-
sident is not proposing peace, he is
not even offering mediation. He .is
merely proposing that soundings be
faken in order that we may 1learn,
néitral nations with belligerent, how
near the haven of peace.may be for
which all mankind longs with intense
and increasing longing, and believes
the spirit in which he speaks and the
objects which he seeks will be under-
stood by all concerned. He confident-
ly hopes for a response. which  will
bring a new light into the affairs of
the world. The note to the Entente
group will be delivered to Britain,
Belgium, France, Italy, Japan, Rus-
sia; Belgium, Montenegro, Poftugal,
Roumania and Serbia, and that to the
Central Powers, will be delivered to
Germany, Austria, Hungary, Turkey

livered to all neutral governments
for their information.
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ON THE VERDUN FRONT.

LONDON, Deec. 20.
Heavy artillery fighting continues
on the Verdun front, the war office
announced this afternoon. The en-
gagements were most spirited in the
vicinity of Louvemont and Cham-
brettes.

JAPAN’S REPLY TO PEACE LATER.

TOKIO, Dec. 20.
Viscount Motona, Foreign Minister,

and Bulgaria. It is also , bein de-
g & !number of passenger trains, and in- i The ongmal estimate for the full year

proposal would be made after con-
sulting with the Allies.

RAILWAY TROUBLE OVER.

LONDON, Dec. 20.

The complaint of the railwaymen in
Ireland has been amicably settled by
the Board of Trade. To-day the men |
were granted an increase of seveni
shillings per week. They had asked‘
for ten shillings on the ground of in-
creased cost of living.

CUTTING DOWN PASSENGER
TRAFFIC.

LONDON, Dec. 20.
With a view to curtailing travel

and thus enabling British railways
to use more rolling stock for war and
food purposes, it has been decided to
decrease after the first of the year the

crease the fares 50 per cent. This
will not apply to workmen’s tickets
or season tickets for distances not

exceeding 40 miles. This decisionI

was announced by the Government in
the Commons to-day.

NEW YORK ('OMMET™ 9N LLOYD
GEOL 2’3 S¥.ICH.
NEW YORK, Dec. 20.
Editorial comment on Lloyd
George’s spcech e»n-avs in the news-
papers this winit..g&. The Tribune

says: The reply of the British Prime

on the idea of peace, but it did- make
clear that only one peace was possi-
ble and that was a peace which re-
stored to full vigor the whole strue-
ture and body of in’‘ernational Ilaw
and national right, which Geérmany
invaded two and a half years ago.
The Times writes: All the portents
foreshadowed the nature of the speech
Lloyd George would make. It was
conclusive. It set forth, not in defin-
ite terms, but unmistakably that it
leaves the door open to further ex-
changes to actual peace negotiations.
That is all important.

THE EXCESS TAX.

LONDON, Dec. 20.
The tax on excess profit has pro-
duced £73,699,000 up to Dec. 16th,
Bonar Law told the Commons to-day.

ending March 31st was £86,000,000,
! which amount he cohsidered likely
to be greatly exceeded.

IN DOBRUDJA.

LONDON, Dec. 20.

In Dobrudja the Russians and Rou-
manians have faced about and are
giving battle to the Germans. Just
how strong a stand they are making
has not been made known. The Ger-
man official simply announces that
they have again offered fighting re-
sistance.

ceedingly hard to endure, be rendered
altogether intolerable, lest more than
all, injury be done civilization itself
which can never be atoned for or re-
‘paired. The President, therefore,
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; : 1 feels altogether justified in suggesting
' q ' s " A ' A an imrhediate opportunity for com-
: - ' parison of views, as to the terms
£ ® : ® : e which must-precede these ultimate

arrangements for the peace of the
world, which all desire, and in’ which
neutral nations, as well as those at
war, are ready to play a full and re-
sponsible part.. If the contest must
continue to proceed towards undefin-
ed ends by slow attrmon, until one
group of belligerents or the other is
exhausted, if million after :millien of
human ¥ives must continu to be of-
fered up until on one side ‘or the
other there are, no morg, 1 fo offer, if
résertments fiust be: ldndﬁ “which
can never cool, despairs engendered
from which there can b_g no reéévery,
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The very latest designs in:

$6.50, $7.00, m; Ladies’ Lace Embroidered Collars, 25c. each
Silk Knitted Scarfs, $1.20.
Silk Blouses, $2.50 and $3.20.
ors 2 Children’s Teddy Bear Coafs with Bonnet to
erproof Boots, ma’?": $3‘90 and $4. 70‘ »
| s Feathggiﬂat Bands, 60c.
Xmas Cards, 25¢. and 45¢. box.
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