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SEEKING EXCUSE TO DEFAULT.
In thpir eagerness to find a wav to 

deliver the city over, bound for 30 years 

to the Hydro-Electric monopoly, and 

place an enormous liability upon the 
ratepayers of Hamilton, a majority of 

the aldermen have decided to employ 
eome other lawyer in the hope of ob­
taining different advice from that given 
them by City Solicitor Waddell and Mr. 
Rose, which might excuse their attempt­
ing to violate the contract entered into 
with the local electric company. Some 
of the aldermen’s expressions indicated 
great disappointment with Mr. Rose’s 
interpretation of the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Anglin and of Mr. Rose's own 
opinion of the effect of I he agreement ; 
and it is quite clear that as far as they 
are concerned, the expenses being piled 
up for legal advice in the matter arc 
merely so many contributions to the 
anti-Hamilton campaign.

Mr. Rose answered a few questions 
Without any qualification. He said 
there was absolutely no ground for 
saying that the city was in any way 
bound to the Hydro-Electric scheme. 
The contention that the people should 
have voted on the by-law was unsound. 
Mr. Justice Anglin held that the by 
law was entirely within the powers of 
the Council. Mr. Rose said that Mr. 
Justice Anglin's language was somewhat 
ambiguous on the point of the city’s 
being bound to take power under the 
contract if it supplied money for the 
purchase of electrical power; asked to 
express his own opinion, lie said that 
he was satified that if the city bought 
electrical power, it must take it under 
the contract with the Cataract Com 
pany. He also thought that the city 
was hound to provide the pumping plant 
and accept the power.

It will be readily understood that Mr. 
Rose’s answers were anything but sati® 
factory to those aldermen who would 
seek to evade the terms of the agree­
ment entered into. That is not the sort 
of legal advice they want. In view of 
the light shed on the matter by Mr. 
Rose, Aid. Lees said that lie regarded 
the city as in honor bound to carry out 
its part of the conditions of the con­
tract. Mayor McLaren is reported to 
have interpolated: ‘That would he all 
right if the company was not taking 
advantage of technicalities in contracts 
all the time. ' His Worship's remark is. 
to say the least, peculiarly untimely, 
the aldermen being themselves engaged 
in a microscopic search for technicali­
ties to enable them to default ! The 
City Solicitor gave his opinion that the 
city was bound by the contract. and 
that it had already acted under its con 
ditions and accepted power.

A regret table feature of the alder- 
manic conference was the insinuation 
made by Aid. Ellis by his asking Mr. 
Waddell if he was pecuniarily interested 
ip the Cataract Power Company. Mr. 
Waddell emphatically stated that he 
was not. Mr. Rose escaped any suvli 
question, and there was no retaliation 
along the line of inquiring into ulterior 
motives of the aldermen who are striv­
ing to serve out-of-Hamilton interests 
in this, matter. It looks now as if a 
few hundred dollars more will be squan­
dered on legal advice. If some lawyer 
can be induced to give advice along the 
line the anti-Hamilton faction of the 
Council is seeking for. we shall prob­
ably have long and costly litigation. 
Otherwise, so much more delay will 
have been incurred without achieving 
any progress.

put the difference in his own pocket. 
The court held that under the agree­
ment the defendant was not entitled to 
hold back any commission from the pur­
chaser, and required" him to repay the 
entire amount which hud been retained 
by him. While this case may not be ex­
actly on all fours with the secret com­
missions to Ik* legislated against this ses­
sion, it partakes much of their nature. 
And that sort of secret dealing is not 
in favor with the courts.

THE TRADERS BANK.
The report of the Traders Rank pre­

sented to the shareholders at the annual 
meeting in Toronto yesterday shows that 
the year 1908 has been one of gratifying 

prosperity to the institution. The net 
profits of the Bank amounted to $500,- 
217.60. After paying dividend at the 
rate of 7 -j>er cent., writing $20.000 off 
Bank premises and furniture, and paying 
$10.000 to the officers’ pension fund, the 
directors were able to carry forward n 
profit balance of $190,982.49. The de­
posits increased largely during the year, 
the total amount at closing of the ac­
counts standing at over $25.000.000, on 
$4,000,(MX) of which no interest is pay­
able. The immediately available assets 
amount to over $0.000,000, being about 
30 per cent, of the bank’s liabilities to 
the public. The total'assets of the Bank 
now stand at $34,859,590.33. It is inter­
esting to note that in the last ten years 
the paid-up capital of the Traders Bank 
has increased from $700,000 to $4,353,- 
592; the surplus from $50,000 to $2,000,- 
000; the deposits from $4.930.817 to $25, 
385,117. and the circulation from $697.- 
080 to $2,600,905. Such a statement tes­
tifies eloquently to the careful adminis­
tration which lia* marked thé Bank’s 
career. The Traders is now the sixth 
largest bank in the country in point of 
capital, and it is keeping pace with the 
great progress of the Dominion. The 
Times congratulates the directors and 
shareholders on the splendid showing 
made and wishes the Bank a continued 
and increasing prosperity.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
The license reduction movement is not 

killed. It is only gathering strength 
for the next move. Something heavy 
will drop then.

his summer holiday in England in devis­
ing such a policy? And hasn’t the Ham. 
ilton Board of Erucation a full knowl­
edge of his intentions; otherwise why 
should it have rushed into its new tech­
nical School scheme? It is not to be. 
thought that it did that without a 
definite policy.

The conduct of the Hamilton Herald, 
the organ of the Ontario Niagara Power 
Company, in asserting that" the “treat­
ment the Otis Elevator Company re­
ceived from the Cataract Power Com­
pany” is the cause of that company 
building in Toronto, is little short of in­
famous. While Hamilton seeks to build 
up the city this traitorous organ resorts 
to falsehood to try to injure Hamilton’s 
reputation is this disgraceful manner. 
Our own people and those of Toronto 
understand well that the equivalent of 
a huge bonus in real estate is the at­
traction held out to induce the Otis 
Company to build in Toronto. Shame 
on such treason to the city!

| OUR EXCHANGES 1

Banish Them.
(Toronto News.)

Swearing and spitting are practices 
which should be banished from the 
streets.

Gowganda.
(Toronto Globe.)

Ask some friend who has been spend­
ing the last tihree months abroad where 
tin* town of Gowganda. Ont., is and sec 
him stare.

to the subject. What is life? Is it pos­
sible to detine it at all? We si>eak of its 
force, energy, mobility, and influence, 
and many such characteristics; but in so 
doing, we are only speaking of its func­
tions, and not of its principle. But what 
is this vital principle? What are its in­
herent qualities? Is it really indestruct­
ible, or is it subject to death, extinction 
or annihilation? Is life an element, or is 
it a cora|H)u»d? If the latter, it is then 
surely subject to decomposition; if the 
former, then it cannot be defined, and 
can only be known by the effects it pro­
duces. If I sav that 1 shall destroy my 
life, or kill myself, do I really mean 
what the words seem to imply; or do I 
only mean a separation of the life from 
the body, its present abiding place ? But 
more of this further oh. The definition 
as given by “Subscriber” in your issue 
of the 19th, merely describes life’s power 
of resistance, and not what life is. The 
definitions that you quote in your issue 
of the 20th as given by Rieliat, Trevir- 
antis, Bilges, Bechard, J)e Blainville, Her­
bert Spenecr, G. H. Lewes, and the Amer­
icana, taken as a whole, are about as 
dear as mud. and seem to describe life’s 
action, rather than anything else. Speii 

definition seems to be nothing
nore than a pvroteehnical display ot 
■hetoric, and is practically meaningless;

With and Without It.
^Toronto Star.)

This controversp about the letter u 
may get down to Ottawa, where it will 
embitter the quarrel between Larier and 
Bourden,

Congratulations to Warden Gage, 
be elected warden of the county 
Wentworth by unanimous vote is a 
tinction to be coveted.

Earning It.
(Loudon Free Press.)

Frank Law and his partner are esti­
mated to have cleared S250,000 in the 
fraudulent flotation of one Cobalt mine. 
He has been sentenced to five years in 
penitentiary There' are those who will 
think he is earning the money, at that.

This is Funny.
(Toronto Telegram).

British Columbia's new members 
were not terrified by the tinfoil coat­
ing of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's alleged 
"Damascus blade." They stood up to 
Sir Wilfrid's assaults, and proved that 
“the Idol with Feet of Clay’’ is ouiv 
to be dreaded by an adversary weak en­
ough to fear the attack.

St. Catharines Council is dealing with ; 
a by-law to cut off seven licenses in that 
city. The Council there apparently does 
not seem to shirk its duty under the

Gompers, Mitchell and .Morrison, who 
were sentenced for contempt of court, 
arc.now required to pay the cost of the 
action, about $1.500. Doesn't that look 
like rubbing it in?

H. C. Hammond.
(Toronto Globe.)

From the newsboys whom, he 
after they had plunged and I os 
the young men whom lie drov 
evil course®—often bv scornful *

more than 
rhetoric
but it might, nevertheless, prove some­
what dangerous to the unsuspecting one, 
who tries to explode it. Bichat's defini­
tion is as follows, viz.: “Life is the sum 
total of the forces th*< resist death.” 
That, too, only declares life’s resistance 
to, or power over, death, and not what 
life is.

But is there such a thing as death, or 
is that only a relative term? Is life not 
immortal, deathless, and incapable of ex 
tinction? 1- it riot a vital spark sent 
out from God, the great source of all 
life, and of one essence with the Eternal 
Father! Christ said that it was life to 
know God, and Him whom the Father 
hath sent. Mat Christ here, was evident­
ly only speaking of a particular phase or 
division of life, which He designated as 
"Eternal Life.” I® not all life, if one 
essence, hut of different phases and divi­
sions; as. for example, there is a natural 
life, and a spiritual life, which are evi­
dently of the same essence, hut of a dif­
ferent. phase. Now, as this niysterious 
something still continues to elude <>ur 
grasp, suppose we bring it up alongside 
of its antithesis, death, and proceed for 
a short time to consider them in con­
junction. Then, what i» death ? As dark­
ness Is. said to he the absence of light, 
and cold the absence of heat, so, is not 
death the alisenee of life? This may be 
philosophy, hut it by no means satisfies 
or enlightens, nor does it in any way 
define the essential meaning of the term 
death. Next to life, the most pregnant 
symbol in the whole of the *a«-red Book 
is its antithesis, death : which is some­
times termed. "The King of Terrors.” 
What. then, is death? The definition of 
this term also eludes us, the same as has 
the term life. Herbert Spencer says that 
"it all depends upon what life is.” If 
that 1m> tlie case, rind if life's mysterious 
principle still continues to evade us, how 
then, can we hope to grapple with the 
term death ? To the physiologist, the or

and from the 
and Weston ■ 
fit lie strove

patients at the Muskoka 
sanitaria, for whose 

almost with his

gan . (or lix ing i j® ii®tingui®hed from
the inorganic (or not living) by the pér­

it net ions : such as
waste, and repro­

T ten. at le of the functions of
life muons adjustment

elatitm® to external rela-
®. 1® not lea lit. then. anything what-
ev that < rn-spond, or is ir-

rc®, iirnl environment ?
Bio ogicully peaking. such i® the case.

helped us when

I Rumor says that Hon. Mr. Si ft on and 
! Mr. M. J. O’Brien have invested lialf-a- 
j million in Gowganda silver mines claims. 
I One more reason for lh» Tory press

•iftu

THE LEGISLATURE.
The new Legislature of Ontario, t he 

twelfth since Confederation, i» railed to 
meet on Feb. 16th. One of the import­
ent matters to come before it will be the 
Work of the Statute Revision ( ommittco 
which entails considerable legislation. 
The promised measure of law reform is 
also expected to occupy the attention 
id the legislators. The change of the tm- 
•ncial year, making it cud on 3M. 
instead of Dec. 31st, as heretofore, will 
somewhat complicate the consideration 
of Provincial finances, and the two ®et* 
of estimates presented, tor 10 and 12 
months, respectively, will rail for an ex­
penditure of considerably over $10.000,- 
000. There is considerable minor legisla­
tion expected, among winch arc import­
ant amendment» to the licence laws; 
Htul it is thought that, following the line 
of policy of the Dominion Government, 
the jurisdiction of the Ontario Railway 
and Municipal Board will Ik* consider­
ably extended. There would api»ear to 
Ik* nothing in the legislation foreshad­
owed to call for more than a very brief

Sunday's great storm in Montreal is 
causing the power, light and telephone 
companies enormous loss. I'mlcr the 
municipal ownership system that loss 
would fall upon the ratepayers.

Booker T. Washington on Prohibition.
i From an address to negroes at Mont -

since the emancipation proclamation 
by Abraham Lincoln there has been tu» 
benefit <•„

Hi.* closi 
througlioui 
\\ <■ should

it.-gn

■ emancipation

'Ï
equal to that conferred 
" *ip of the barrooms j 
these Southern States, and 

diow onr gratitude bv seeing 
ry way possible that we help 

tin- official.® enforce the temperance law 
and that we do not patronize the blind 
tiger» and other institutions which are

ill praise, Then this death, this want of corrc»pond- 
t needed j cnee, may be either partial or complete.

I Thu», tin* victim of the loss of light, is 
I dead to tlie beautiful; loathe ]os« of 
hearing. L dead to soiifPI !. ilea t h in such 
eases, is only parting but when the lung® 
refuse to correspond with their natural 
environment, the air. then we pronoun.- * 
the victim fully dead, as far a- its phys­
ical structure i- ri>'ir*:rfipd: and so it is. 
a» far as natural science can determine. 
But here a difficulty meets us. What 
becomes of :(S life": And then, again.

It takes something 
more than an increased 
income, to provide a 
man with wealth . .

Head Office, Hamilton.

T

F yon have never learned to lave, yon wonld not eventually find 
youraelf any better off, if your income were to be doubled 
to-morrow.

On the other hand, if you knew how to save, you might 
be able to lay aiide a fair amount of money in a year or so, even on 
your present income.

It is not so very difficult to accumulate money—if once you com­
mence. The only way to commence is to open a Savings Account.

There exists no more competent custodian of money, than the Bank 
of Hamilton. Paying special attention to Savings Accounts, this Bank 
has, in its rise to a place amongst the leading financial institutions of 
our country, come to be regarded as an especially suitable and conven­
ient place for the artisan and farmer to keep their savings.

No deposit is too small to ensure for its owner the courtesy and 
liberal treatment for which the Bank of Hamilton has become known.

Interest, at highest current rate, is paid on deposits of $1.00 and 
upwards, and added to principal four times a year.

BANK OF HAMILTON
Saturday 
Evenings 
from 7 p. m. 
to 9 p. m.

Branches in Hamilton

Deeriei lrsech—8. W. Cor. SJbemea Are. nd Bartes Sis. 
Zeal Bed Braeck—N. W. Cor. Wrlltajlee sad liai Sis 
North ted Breach—S. W. Car. Bar foe a ad Jsbm Sla. 
Weal Bad Braack—S. I. Cor. Qaeea isd York Sts.

Hon, Wm. Gibson.
FVesident.

J. Turnbull.
Vice-President and 

General Manager.

Of course everybody know a that the 
anti-Hamilton Hydro campaign has kept 
industries from the city. One of the 
first tilings to he done in the way of 
attnrcling new industries is ti 
the knockers.

like spring up in delianee of law.

Should -<
that 

Ptlee lie 
would i

call life

il.il»’ O.n

If all the sharks interested in the 
promotion of mines which consist of 
schemes to get the money of innocenta 
eager to get rich quick were given 
Frank l-au’s sentence, we should ha ve­
to enlarge our penitentiaries.

brought In
a- rejerterl. the dwsiiny 
‘tnain.*. an unsolved pro

WHAT IS LIFE?
To he Editor of the Times:

Sir —I think the Time* should b«* 
ulao-H on stirring up the question 
Life which is the most im;n->nant 
that we .an be railed upon io oon 
w-e hAve all « personal Interest in ft. i

i hr mystery of human • xistenre would - 
’ ~ doubt have ht»pn solved long ago. if the j

of the human rare

Ovr nm.ent ideas of immortality being

cernittg tlo* animal kingdom, revelation 
-ays that Cod formed man -if the dust 
of the earth, and breathed the breath nf 
life in his nostril®, and he became a liv­
ing soul emephesh"> or 'animal soul. The 
same term - "mephe»h" i® nl®o applied 
to all animal life, hut thi« doe® not help 
us to define the principle of life, it only

olve i he riddle *of i

AN ACT ANTICIPATED.
(n the Speech front the Throne we 

«re promised an act framed on British 
lines which will make the acceptance of 
■ecret commissions, whether in public 
or private business, a criminal offence. 
Public sentiment seems to approve of 
iuch legislation, and it i® generally re­
garded as an outgrowth of the revela­
tions made in the Marine Department in­
quiry. It is not entirely clear that sec 
ret commissions were not, as a matter 
of fact, illegal before this measure was 
drafted. In the case of Fleming vs. 
Hutchinson, tried at Vancouver recently, 
some support is given to this view. A 

- real estate broker was instructed to buy 
for • the plaintiff a. lot which lie had 
listed for sale at $220 an acre. He was 
to look for his commission to the vendor. 
It was shown in tin* suit which followed 
the.deal that the broker first purchased 
the .lot from the owner at $180 an acre, 
concealed the fact from the plaintiff, and

If certain members of thç Council I 
make it quite clear as to the kind of ; 
advice they want on the power by-law, 
and seek for it in the right direction, it 
is probable that they could get it. But 
if they act upon it, they should take 
out a policy of insurance to protect the 
city against heavy damages and law

■dues death end

It is safe to say that there will Ik» no 
more hole-and corner meetings over city 
business held in Mayor McLaren's office 
by factions of the aldermen with the 
Mayor's consent. The Mayor and his 
colleagues arc heartily ashamed of the 
position in which they have been placed 
by the la»t one. And the shame felt is 
creditable to them. *»

The Dominion Railway Commission 
has some regard for the comfort and 
convenience of travellers. .It orders that 
when the ( . P. R. and G. T. R. trains 
do not connect at Broekville the V. P. 
IC must convey the passengers to their 
destination, the expenses of doing so to 
be subsequently apportioned. The Rail­
way Commission is in danger of becom­
ing popular.

The Minister of Railways, lion. Mr. 
Graham, ha* requested the Dominion 
Railway Commission to thoroughly in 
vesligate the level crossing problem, and 
to assist in formulating a plan for the 
protection of the general public. This is 
a matter well worth 1-lie attention of 
the Government, and its action in calling 
in the Railway Commissioners and fur 
nishing every facility for inspection of 
dangerous crossings will probably result 
tit the early application of an efficient

ANOTHER KICK.
Io the Editor. A gentleman living on 

Torn street states that a 10-year-old 
boy was wearing one of the Mayor’s 
photo buttons about election time, and 
the P. V. on tin* beat, observing the but­
ton. tore it from the hoy and.destroyed 
it under his feet. Surely this i® going 
it strong. X. G.

COULD NOT 1U 
Ft

Mass of Itching, Burning Humor 
on Ankles—Feet Fearfully Swollen 
—Opiates Alone Brought Sleep— 
Many Treatments Failed but

TORTURES oFÊCZEMA 
YIELDED TO CUT1CURA

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.
“Cut ici ira Remedies are all yon claim 

I them to In*. I had eczema for over 
: two years. I had two physicians, hut 
■ they only gave me relief fur a short time 

and I cannot enumerate the ointments 
and lotions I used to no purpose. My 
ankh-s were one mass of sores. The 
itching and burning were so intense that 
1 could not sleep. I could not walk for 
Dearly four months. One day my 
husband said I had better try the Cuti­
cura Remedies. After using th-*m three 
time®, I had the best night's rest in 
months unless 1 took an opiate. I used 
one set of Cuticura Soap. Cut icura 
Ointment, and Cuticura Resolvent Pills, 
and my ankles healed in a short time. 

. 1 It is now a year since I used Cuti- 
"skinny.” a® brushing | cura, and there has been no return of 

the e<-zema.
"I had a small lump in the comer of 

my eve for over a year which was very 
painful ami got larger all the time. Ï 
thought I would try Cuticura Soap and 
Ointment on it. and now it is gone. I 
am seventy-three years old and have 
lived on the farm' 1 now occupy for 
twenty-seven years. Cuticura Reme­
dies are the safest and most reliable I 
have ever used for all skin humors. Mrs. 
David Brown, Locke, Crawford Co., 
irk., May IS and July 13, 1907.”

an unknown qiian- 

1*

Tin* Canadian Club calls upon the On­
tario Government to take early steps to 
introduce a definite policy of technical 
education. But is such a memorial 
necessary? Didn't Hon. Dr. Pync spend

To the Editor of the 'limes:
Sir. It has often lieen said that in 

Canada horses and men ( when compared 
with the scoter's wife and the smith's 
marc a» aye U-ing tin- worst »hodi have 
the hirdcst time.

Overloading here i.« a very u»ual oc­
currence. and it i» a cruel shame to see 
the poor horses often going altotit on 
practically thn*e "feet."

Open sore- are often seen, and it is 
not to be wondered at that the majority 
of them look 
or grooming 
tity.

Good grooming i® recognized ta 
almost equal to a feed, and tlieir ap­
pearance proves the want of both; but 
this is a »nd pity, as the horse has 
proved himself in history a true com 
panion to man in many tussle®, and has ,, 
all along prm ed a* faithful partner in 
many in building tip good businesse-s and

Ik* more considerate, some of you . 
reader», to whom this may apply, and 
remember that a shake of the head may ' 
often in dumb language be an appeal ; 
which occasionally may have escaped 
your alien) ion. W. Carle.

WHAT IS LIFE ?
To the Editor of the Times :

Sir. May 1 crave a little spare in 
your paper, for the continuance of tin- m 
terest taken in the chasr after t hat tin­
terions something, called life? Not tluu 
I feel myself equal to the elucidation of 
the evasive problem, but simply to pro 
voke. if possible, a further reply front 
some one who is more capable of throw­
ing a far lieiter light on the subjçet titan 
wc have as yet been treated to. Then,

DISFIGURED
For Life Is the Despairing Cry 

of Thousands
Of akin-tortured and disfigured vir- 

vtims of humors, eczemas, tetters, and 
ifashes, who have tried and found want­
ing many remedies, and who have lost 
faith in "all. To such Cuticura Soap, 
Ointment, and Pills appeal with irresist­
ible force. They are absolutely pure, 
sweet, gentle, arid wholesome. They 
afford immediate relief in the most dis­
tressing cases, and point to a speedy cure 
when all else fails.

Complete External and Internal Treatment 
for Every Humor of Intacta. Children, and Adutu 
ronsista of Cuticura Soap to < icante the Skin. 
Vutlcura Ointment to H.-al the Sttn. ami Cuti- 
-uia Resolvent <or In the form of Chocolate Coated 
Pula, in vial® of 60» to Purify the Blood. Sold 
throughout the world. Potter Drug A Chem. 
-on* . Sole Prims.. Ponton. Maas 
. WMatied Free. Cuucura Book on Skin Diseases.

reveals the source from which life 
springs. In the ca»e of man. at least, 
it is revealed that hi® soul—"mephesh" - 
outlasts its earthly tabernacle, and is 
capable of an endless spiritual existence, 
if it renews its birth, and continues its 
correspondence or communion with the 
life-giving source. Man. then, is evi­
dently a Duad, composed of lmdv and 
sou!, and when we pronounce him dead, 
and place him in the silent tomb, accord­
ing to revelation lie i® only partially 
dead, hi® soul yet survive®. Biogenesis, 
mal»es it plain, that if the soulical man 
had a perfect correspondence wit h a 
perfect environment. the soul and bodv.

I in combination, would survive to all 
. eternity. Revelation tell* us. that under 
j similar conditions, the soul alone with- 
, "ill the body, would do t h*» same. But 
i tb-—* arc only its capabilities, and not 
! what it really is.

I
 Now. as science cannot aid u®. and a® 
it would seem that revelation ha» seen 
fit to shroud t In* question in considerable 

i mystery, it looks a® though caution 
I should be the watchword. If wc tsike 
j the ground that life is inextinguishable.
then death i» hut a relative term, and 

! docs not exi«t in reality at all. Hence.
! Bichat"» definition collapse® at once, a® 
j lie. at least, scent® to think that death is 
a reality or principle that i® at enmity 
«i'll life. or. at lca-f. a something that 
i- "!'| <—*d to life. It Wi- take that view 

j "f death, then life, in it-clf at h-a~t. i® 
n«-t an inherent principle, but a depend­
ent. and must of necessity in some ca-e® 

laud under certain conditions, bec une 
-«allowed up in death. Thi». t lien, force® 
upon u® a very serum® question, viz.:

| Wa» man I leaving nut all other forms of 
j life i created mortal or immortal ? D ie® 
i hi® denial d.-at hl.-®®t:e»s depend solely 
Jon hi® life in < !iri®t. or not? Then what 
I i® imortality? The manuscript of the 
j New Testament use the Greek word 
j "aphthartos." which signifies immortal­

ity- incorruption, or that which cannot 
| be destroyed, such a® truth, etc.; also, 
i bfe inherent in itself, a® a plied to G oil.
the immutable, the source of all life, 

[and a® St. Paul puts it. "who alone was 
| immortality dwelling in Him."
! Now. Mr. Editor, at the risk of di 
grc®~ing. and in view of the fact that 
life has not as yet Ih-cii defined, so a.® to 
reveal «hat it really is, I am going to 
a®k. whether revelation does not teach 
by inference, at least - paradoxical a® it 
may sound that man was created nei­
ther mortal nor immortal, hut cither, 

j «h-.* issue resting with himself. That Io 
| «a® made a conditional man. a fm 
agent, having a will of hi.® own. a.® re 

| girds the power of choosing for himself 
hi® own destiny. The conditions being 

j olfedieuve, with it® reward, life: or dis- 
; obedience, with it® penalty, death. Had 
lie lieen obedient, partaking only of the 

. -oitrve of life, he would have lived for- 
, ever, which implies that he was condi­
tionally immortal. There af-years to 

- have been a perfect correspondence with 
! a perfect environment, established for 
j him in the Tree of Mfe. which wc are 
! told would have preserved hi® life to all 
j eternity. But through disobedience, he 
lost hi» correspondence, and death, the 

j threatened penalty of which he was fore 
warned, ensued. If God had created 
man immortal, that i®. with life inherent 
in himself, lie would have made man 

j equal to IIim®elf. at l**:i>t in re.speV| to 
: life. He would have made a something 
that could have defied its maker, at 
h:i»t a- far as life i-, concerned. A 

i something that could not lu» destroyed. 
| hence a little god within hiin»elf. On the 
; other hand, if God had créât-d man mor- 
ta'. then would not God Himself have

| I.... it the author of man*® death, or ptn-
®ible death, knowing that man would 

i transgress, death lu-ing the penalty that 
ti«nl livd for transgression. If God 
iknowing that man would transgress, 

j and incur the penalty) had created him 
| immortal, then grace could not have had 
any ®haro whatever in the great work 

J of redemption : it would have b^en. as 
another has said, only an equitable pro­

cedure. Because, as far as humanity is 
capable of applying the moral or golden 
rule as laid down lty Christ, as a correct 
mode of procedure, man's chance of de­
liverance from eternal punishm-nt would 
have 1h*pti only nit act of justice on the 
part of hi-» Maker: which, then, would 
have lu-cn salvation by equity and not 
by grace. Again, if God created man 
conditionally immortal, and man refus­
ed to abide by the conditions as pro­
vided. then God was in no way either 
legally or morally hound to provide re- j 
demption for him. But if provided - 
which it certainly was - then it was evi­
dently. purely an act of grace, the very 
thing that St. Paul says it is. "Fur by 
grace, yc arc saved through faith." What 
then is man anyway? is he just life? If 
®.'. then, i® it possible that we only know 
of ourselves by the acts wc perform? 
Now I must close, but the question of 
what life i®. still remains unsolved. We 
think we know of some of its qualities 
and functions; but what is the myster­
ious thing it®elf. ilia' is the question. 
I® it love of the Father, do you think, 
and of Jesus Vhri®t. Hi® Son. whom He 
hath ®cnt ?

With thanks for the space 
and apologies for tli- amount 
1 remain, yours sincerely.

V H. Ben
Hamilton. Jan. 23, 1909.

MURMURINGS.

"l-i-U

Tin» day is dark, and the hills frown low 
"Neath the wintry winds grey veil.

And down the glen in fitful blasts 
The chilling storm bins ta wall.

A wan. white face from a window high 
Look® down on the darkling world.

Aero»» the treetops whose faded lea\ es 
Art- agaln-st her casement hurled.

She murmurs low, O. storm tossed world. 
Where w,» toil and wait, in vain 

For the fruits of our labors, we reap them

And for blessings we ne'er attain

Ah me'. Ah me; Are there years to come 
Like lh<> e that my life has known '

Lone voars of thankless toil and strife 
A lining death - a death of life.

Where- the tired hands fail, and th? soul 
bowed down

Long* only for rest at home

l)p i God. for the weary is th<re no rest 
Till.® side heaven> shel'evinK ga-e’

Then open its portals and lake us in
Father, from this world of grief and sin — 

Misunderstandings and enviou.* strife.
Where the might, not the right, seems b**sL

A® her murmur*» cease, through the sobbing

\ small voice seems to say 
•Trust Him. for though weening endures 

for a n ght.
Joy onnie'h ever with morning .- I'W : 

Ave trust that more brightly may tr am : " *

of trials hath

MARY CAMPBELL ROGER-'

FALSE RETURNS.
Former Official of the Sovereign j 

Bank Arrested.

Montreal. -Ian. 25. Mr. \Y. i.raha 
Browne «as arrested this afternoon t 
a warrant sworn out by Mr. Thomas 
1 .awson. of the Finance Department, j 
He is charged with making false returns I 
to the Government in 1906.

The charge against Mr. Browne is e®- | 
sentially the «aine a® that upon which ; 
two successive warrants were sworn 
out for the arrest of Mr. Duncan M. j 
Stewart, former General Manager of the j 
Sovereign Bank. Since he severed his ! 
connection with the Sovereign Bank Mr. ! 
Browne has been in the lx»nd business | 

| on his own account.

GIVE SHIPS A HOLIDAY.

-Ocean Freight Men Will Lay Up 
Their Tonnage.

» N «• « va.-1 le upon -Ty ne, Eng.. Jan. 25. j 
The sp-cinl committee of t lie shipowners ' 
who met here on Jan. 14 for 1 be purpose 
of organizing an international tmi«*n of 
shipowners to-day agreed upon a plan 
to Fay up their tonnage for two con 
tirentive jK-rioris of thirty day® each j I 
during tb.- >. ar. The project will be ' | 
submitted to the Baltic conference, which j 
will meet next week at ( ojienhagen.

The committee explains that tin* plan 1 
is only applicable «luring periods of <1p- : I 
pr«*s®ion. and that the big p:ts®enger ; | 
lines will only 1h> exp«*eled to give their ; 
moral sttp|»ort to it. lie-ans-, obviously, 
they could not ev »v temporarily stop 
their service. _

A CADETS' BAND.

Ambitious Scheme of Public School j 

Boys of Winnipeg.

Winnipeg. Jan. 26.- A bras? Istml of I 
fifty pieces and a bugle band of thirty- j I 
five piece® are bring organized among ! I 
the public school cadets hen1 by inter- j I 
ested military men. There are nearly I 
®even thousand boys drilling, ami all j I 
they require to complete their battalion ; 
i» gt»od music. The sum of four thou- ! | 
>an:l dollars is being raised for this j

Blohbs—1 feci like a collector of an­
tiques. Slobbs—How's that "r Blobbs — ; 
Hardupi>e paid me $10 to-day that he » . 
had owed me for at least ten vears. I

A Soft, Velvety Skin
i.» produced by using Jersey Balm. 
T!iou®aud® of bottles have been -old in 
Hamilton, and no toilet preparation ha® 
gix mi such universal satisfaction. It 
-oftetis and whitens the skin, pn-xents 
tan. freckles and pimples, and i® a per­
fect cure for chapped hands, roughness 
of the skin. etc. Sold only at Gerric'® 
drug store. 32 James street north. I’rlce

A new high level for real estate value» 
in Winnipeg was set on Tuesday. «’Hen 
J. D. McArthur purelmsed 01 feet on 
Portage avctiuc for $i83.000.

15 Jewel Gold-Filled 
Watch $10,00

To mark the closing of our 
discount .®:ilc we offer our
Gold-filled Watch, fitted 
with a 15 jewelled move- d 
ment, in either ladies' and 
gentlemen's sizes ; regular 
$15.00; sale price $10.00.

A guaranteed accurate time 
keeper. S<*c our window.

Last week <>f our 25 p'r 
cent, discount stock-taking 
sale

NORMAN ELUS
JEWELER

21 and 23 Kin^ Street East

Shur-0n gifts’,»A
Don’t Waste Money 
Dropping Glasses

SHU RONS wont come off till 
you take them off.

Get the genuine.
GLOBE OPTICAL CO.

I. B. ROUSE. Prop. Ill King E. 
Special lensee ground while you


