a lower tone:
) the side gate, sir, TN
But I'm sure you
hing of any conse-
end of it will be
he sack, while you-
like to be you, =ir, if
atches you spying

ght I'll take the risk of
said James Ince good-humored-
ned away and went .
gate,
ites later he heard the
nders on his way teo
im through. There
nutes’ delay, and he
ether the man would
m false, and, choosing
! Ing him rather than the
er vidently feared, would put
Rtter on his guard.
pnders, however, when he opened
Eate, looked just as befare, dis-
d, uneasy, and simple, like the
, clumsy, foolish, hielplessly weak
laxy sort of man that hae was,
ing into crime from fnabflity to
away from bad compsny rather
from native viciousness.
unbolted the 40or in silence, and
s Ioce followed him tihrough
1y.
If an hour later St. Quintin, who
heen walking up and down, up
down, until he thought the very
id boys looked upon him with
icion. was shecked to ses his
pd stagger cut through the garden
of Briar Lodge, pale as death and
his eyes starting out of his hesd.
reat heavens! What has happen-
cried St. Quintin, as he seized
by the aym, thinking he was. go-
10 have a fit of séme sort. #
es Inee made signs with kis
th, but seemed unable to speak.
was staring out before him a8
t some hideous specter that _held
fixed and dumb.
his friend's entreaties, however,
t last managed to answer with
words, uttered In a hoarse whis-

et me—some—brandy!”

CHAPTER XIII

.. QUINTIN bad to support his
friend as they went in search of
the necessary restorative, and on
the way he took dare to ask him

more questions. That something of
rrible nature had been discovered by
was plain engugh, but, ‘having re-

d to the neighborhood they were in,
the impartance of the discussion

ich would undoubtedly arise, and to
own strong emotions on the subject

the occupants of Briar Lodge, he feit

t the matter had beiter be postponed
a little while.

hey got some brandy, and when they

i left the modest hostelry where they

[l obtained it, they wandered over the

nmon together, on the implled sug-

tion of Ince, who nodded toward the

e, open space, and thrusting his hand

ough the arm of the younger man,
him in the direction he proposed.

That's better,” he sald then, as he

w a long breath. “T felt as if T muat

e air, fresh air, and letg of it.”

And now,” said St. Quintin, “yeu’ll

j me all about {t?”

ice shook hiz head.

¥You must excuse me for a litile
le,”” said he, ‘1 don’t want to talk

put it yet.”

Talk about what? Surely you deon’'t

nk you can leave mie in the anxiet

2el! 1 let you go to the house—the
ase where Marie lives—by yourself, by
har wish. 1 let you go without asking

questions. Yeou come back half an
ir after, looking like a corpse, and

n expect me to wait! Neo. You must

1 me what happened.”

*Not happened,” sald James Ince,

! da !"ar«:i.‘}‘ yet recoversd his ordi-

ry tone and manner,

t. Quintin stared.

Do yon expect me to belieye that?”

¥es; nothing whatever happened.

it 1 saw something, or perhaps only

nci I saw something. Anyhow, I'd

not talk about it just now. 1 may

been wrong.”

e 3 must let me have the
ance of judging; t0o.”

Iet us get back to town

st, and we'll go over the evidence

r and against quietly together.”

3ut 8 Quintin’s mouth closed stub-

Not . yet

»L going until one ¢of two things
£ iEither you must tell me the
about vIat happenew bhetween

pur Jeaving me in your ordinary siate
nd coming back looking a wreck, or
must call at Briar l.odge and get
other Interview with Marie.”

James Ince laid a detaining hand om

co that,” he saild, earn-
eyes dldn't docehs me,
odue H not a place for you or

y sane man to call at exeept u.uer
l'rQ pre ytectior

*Good heavens! What do you mean?
“That I believe Leblanc is a villain,
nd that the less you have to do with
ny one connected with him the better

will be for you. 1.00k here! ['l tell
'ou more presently, when I've made
ure my®e!t of what I suspect. In the
eantime, do he warned, and take ad-
fce, and come out of the danxer zone

lhout another moment’s delay.’

‘No,” sald 8t. Quintin, obstinataly,
1 can’t do that. If thers ig any dafi-
er about, Marie must be in it, and I
pust find out where she i3 and whether
can do anything to help her.’

James Ince Iaid & restraining hand

nce more upon the arm of the younger

nd more impetuous man.

‘\ly dear fellow, you're talking -on-
What can you d ? You haven’'t

en the ri:h* to speak to her about her

eoxpl-
3 donr be‘len they a
!0"1! at alL”

“Very likely not. Bui that makes it
11 the more difficult for you to inter-
ere. Look here, I dan’'t want to be un-
nd or unjust. But don't you think

girl must know something about
t is going on?”
*She doesn't know there's ansthmi
Ashy going on, I could swear, No,
no use to try to stop me,

her rela-

is simply maddening.
£ m going to see Marie, and I'm golng
o see the old man., Aud I'm not com-
ng away till T've had it gut with buwn
pf them, and : 0t the address of this
\ iiiiams, and all.”
ires Ince pleaded in vain. Nothing
vxoud deter the young man from his
project, and he would
s friend to accompany him back to
the ho . Ince, therefore, agreed to
walt o de, walking up and ﬁgwn s

his fr ‘had  dons, Xd 8t. Quintin,
promis

than h
the garder

(CONXTINUED »

not even suffer .
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TELEPHONE AND MUNICIPAL
POLICY EXPLAINED

Government to Own Long Distance Lines, Only-=
Municipal and Rural Phones Assisted--Costly
and Cumbersome Rural Municipalities.

TUESDAY, MA\ 5th distance linés were
The general discussion on the prin-  Ber railway mileage,
ple.of the  government telephone  D2's was 39 per cent.
legislation was the chief business of | The telephone work of the provinee
the legislature today. had been carried on so far- chiefly by
\fter the initial proceedings, Mr. | the Bell Co., and the S(’;Sl;z:’ichi:a:
alder moved that the House resolve A C0O-» the latter Of““‘“ 3 %I
tself into committee to consider the hcadquarters at }oose Sw-
resolution respecting the financing of COUrse there were four smaller com-
the department of Railways: and panies. - Of the 121 cities, towns aE:d
i""]‘"ph()nPS ) s took oc- |Villages in the province only 22 had
asion _bo Hiicane the generd} princi- | telephone service. The rural field had
cast of the telephone) MilE. Tha-tale: not been touched hy these companies
.1’* questiovn Was bne 0: $he most | because they did not think it would
g : ... | be profitable.
nteres ; had to deal with
-r(:ct;:iinthe}rheh:xecesq(i)tv e:;r “:Zle-" There was no .doubt but that the
,fﬁw’s & o requ}ré e argu_:people of the province wanted tele-
Cent  THE steps bilng il fo de- phones. .People from ' the United
i the Busine wacgt-he one of in- | States who had settled here consid-
te !\ Wc;rking on-  the resolution Eerod them » neccssx.ty. :
passed at the last session; the gov-! The province required long .distance
Dt had engaged Mr. ' u.it | lines, local exchanges and rural lines.
crmment. 8538 in%thi tion and re. | The most of the long distance lines
. O allder thet %‘;alt with the | WeTe in the southern part of the pro-
& -ationsa of Mr, Dagger for the |Vinee. It was estimated that be-
ek and stated that the report had | EWEeR 2,000 and 3,500 miles ot long
WOorK, al 3 as 3 g
been laid on the table of the House. ;g@:ﬁg}c lltsliesza‘::zess:f?cid i:’xotiv;r:
He then gave the following statisties | > g ; 1 Aol
regarding telephones In the whole {vince. The local exchanges would fol-
o e

Ic )“, after t/he onstruction of the lo £
of . M » 99 1 ’ P C tr tio 1
[ this province thére were 22 t(‘ o

phone exchanges embracing :
phones and 420gmilcs of long dxstan00 ’» _A,ccordmg t"A Mr. Daggex-' and from
telephone lines. If they toak the pre- this own experience he beheveq that
sent population at 300,000 they had {the farmers in the older settlemegts
one teleplione to about 92 inhapif- wanted the telephones and were will-
ants and if they tooltinto comsidera- |ing to subscribe to them.
tion the number of phones supplied | ‘After the needs for phomes Was ap-
to the rural people, there was one |Parent it was a question of the steps
phone for 178 people. In the case of [t0 be taken to provide them. If thé
Manitoba their telephone system gave |question were left - with the present
one phone for every 28 people and companies operating they would not
outside of urban districts one phone |eXtend their lines to meet the needs
to every 68 inhabitants. ' Tn“othér [of the people. ~Amother plan, which
parts of “*the world, in counfries [Séemed an alluring one, was ft‘)rAthe
where the. government owned- and government to take aver the“whole
controlled all -the- jelephone systems; jfield and build all the pecessary lines
where there were mno local or inde- jand operate them, as ‘well. At first
pendent companies and fio systems |sight this might seem the best plan.
controlled by municipalifies—in Aus- However, after very careful consider-
tria there was one phone for every ation, the gOVernment had ecomie to
724 persoms, in France one for every {the conclusion'that - for “many rea-
500 persons, in Belgium one for ev-|sons it would be inadvisable for the
ery 293, in Bavaria one for every 129 government to undertake the task.
persons, in Great Britain one for ev- |[Another plan and the one. adopted
ery 116, in -Germany one for every | Was for ~the ‘government to take
108 and in Switzerland oné for every charge of certain lines and leave the:
170 i persons, balance and smaller lines to several;
In the United States as a whole |Companies and ‘municipalitics.
they had one phone for every twen-| If the government were to under-
ty inhabitants. | take to build and operate the rural
In Manitoba there are. 1192 miles {more than it would the municipali-

18 per cent. of
while Manito-

-{sure providing for’

| the  central

of long distance lines compared with [ties or smaller companies. = I the
our 420 miles. Saskatchéewan’s long /government were to undertake to

operate all these  lines 1t would re- | moved provided for fiié finances 're-
quire a smal} army’ of men to look |quired for the telephore project. The
after them. In no other province, |government is taking the borrowing
were they, nor did any expert advise | power and 'm issne- debentures  of
the goverhment taking ‘over the con- [not- less than 40 years a% four - per
struction of the rural;lines. £
In order ,said Mr. Calder, to meet
what we consider the -mest import- [ bempmrary lotn
ant féatures of the telephone busi- hues: of theé province fo |
ness, we have brought down a mea-|meet cnrrent‘:‘expenmtm% in the de-
the organisation |partment. It was mpossible to say,
of small’ companies. - to provide tele- |stated the minister, just how much
phone services for the people rather !would bo required for ~the purposes
than for making money out of it; and }of the resolution. It was proposed

provision is to;be made to encourage |to ‘build 3,000, miles of line at a cost

these companies. If the people desire{of perhaps $300 a’ mile; which would
telephone service they will take the fbe $600,000 “for the long distance
matter up and will secure the desir- {lines and if they proposed taking ov-
ed results at the least cost to the Jer the lines of ‘the Bell and Saskat-
people. e chewan companies the cost. would be
Briefly stated, the general lines of fan additional $120,000. The resolu-
poliey are as follows: - In the firsé| tion merelz provided for the medns
place we believe the long distance | of securing the imohey which is to be
lines in the province should, as far |expended on ‘capitali account.
as possible, be under the c¢ontrol of "MR.HAULTAIN. ;
government. The long| The leader of the opposition re-
distance lines are intended to givejferred to his ahsence from the House
services to all the people of the pro-|for several days pasb “and regretted
vince and for that reason they should | that the courtesy gmnted'?m the
be under the control, operation and|postponement of cmmmsm} m-
management of . the government and{ ters had heen umneces¥ap
not in the hands-of individual: ¢ }gau'ly mmsrepzes&n edg
panies, which: ‘might - refuse to give' unfortunately = he'
serviee- to. any companies desiﬁng to
connect with it.
be created so that any company in the portunity on the #
province, or any municipality .which He thought Mr. Ol
has a system should - be given thciseemed to be:an explan:
privilege of econmecting up with the the government deliberately departed
trunk system, that a better servicé from the policy he asked the&pkouse
may he provided. to lay down for the government last
So far as. the local exchanges are  year in almost every important res-
concerned, we look upon these as 10-|pect. As Mr €alder said, the gov=
cal matters, and we have no more ernment in their resolution went &
right to provide services for local |}ittle further’ than did the resolution
communitiés in the way of telephones| which he proposed and requested the
than in the matter of. electric light | government to take stéps and make
water or any other convenience, but |enquiries; at the same | time it ad-
we will assist in ivery way possible|hered absolutely to stating the. prin-
the establishment of . these services, | ciples of* government o ip  and
by giving advice as to the prepara- control. The Tesult ¢ - the year’s
tion of these plans and engineers who | consideration with the help of * more
may be on our stafi will give advice|or less expert advice Was that the
in the matter of specifications, etc. |government had in evgy;hpogmt
So far as the rural lines' are con-|feature of the telepl
cerned, the municipalities will have|parted from -the broa
the same power as il given to the|down at that time.
‘cities, towns and - villages. 1 feel,| The hon. gentleman had saud that
however, that while this provision iS{the long ‘distance telephone was  the.
made; our -experience will be the(primary object. What"was the long
same as that of other plades. Very |distance telephone to the average far-
little is being done by the rural mu-|imer ? How many members of that
nicipalities of -any other
and for. that reason it is necessary|tance telephone more than two -or
that provision be made for small|three times a week ? It seemed to
companies operating -telephone lines. | him to be putting the cart before the
1t- has been decided, of course, that'|horse, or giving a luxury while shy- |
there shall be a department of the ing at the necessity of  making pro-
public service which should have the | vision for what the hon gentleman
control and supervision of all tele-|himself saw was a crymg need. - of
phone lines and we should also have|the country. There was mo need of
the control of the rates charged by |a long distance service for 75 or 80
municipalities or private companies | per cent. of the rural population and
for all systems. 410 use for it unless there were other
The resolution which Mr. Calder |systems to join up' to it

This is our specialty. No order too large -|

for us to handle.

We can give you good printed Letter
Heads and Envelope< at Eastern prnces.
us a trial order and be convmced

| who' wanted to get

=| with--which they dealt.

province | House had ever used the long : dis-:

* He “comip "’mm ‘that the :epott of
‘the oxpert, Mr.  Dagger, had
not been printed and placed in the
hands of the members although' it
had appeared in the columms of one
0! the- dty papers, a local paper, the
pape: that does the" governmeut
,prlntlgg It was in print by the gov-
ernment contractors the. morning af-
ter it was laid on the table. It
should have been in print and copies
of it circulated widely.

The principle adopted by the House
last session; was, to use Mr. Calders
own expression, an aluring and at- |
tractive proposition, but this allur-
ing and attractive proposition which
he supposed stampeded hoth sides of
the House last session, was to be
put aside in consideration of the ad-
vice of the expert. The demand for
telephones arose, wot in the towns
and villages which were aiready serv-
ed, but in those portions of the coun-
try which'the hon. gentleman now
threw on the resources of private in-
dividuals or rural municipalities,
which at the outset - would ‘find it
dimenlt\ to provide the means for ﬂle
more “obvious -~ dyties. which devolve
upon %hvm as municipal corporations.
The deniand came from “the

and villagés
‘That - was
the “system of “telephones” that the
House unanimously said they wanted
 the government to undertake, that it
might be ‘operated and controlled by
the' government. ¥

‘They would have 1,000 individual
isolated companies or 1,000 individu-
al municipalities, eperating their sys-
tems, each one marg  ecomomically
than the government could operate a
single system. The hon. gentleman
in .saying so denied ‘the experience: of
our. civilisation, the results of our
economic - development, the nnderly—
ing principle that by cb-epeutlon or
by monopoly,. or even by trusts and
combines. lirge waorks ‘can be under-
taken tnder one'control with one ma-
chinery of one. management ~more
cheaply: and simply ‘than By a hund-
red -little companies. He took as an
illustration the case of a large de-
Partmental store, eallmg as a wit-
ness the- member for Regina, as a
proof that a eombma.twn of different
departments, hardware, . groceries,
millinery, etc., could be cariied on
more chéaply than a number of sep-
arate stores, under separate manage-

tion <with the towns

ment,: separate banking interests and
, Separate business oversight. To de-
ny that would be to deny the actual
facts of the business world today.
The hon. gentleman said now -the
proposition . which the member for
Redberry was put up to move,  and
which the House unanimously adopt-
ed was founded on a wreng principle
and that the individual small under-

ifeasf

the danger

taking was more economical and ef- |

s

ficient than a large undertaking, &

combine or trust.” He did not think
the farmers would endorse this view.

The houn. gentleman had compared
the telephone system with the sup-

Ply ot electric light or water. If he:

could introduce a scheme which would
supply water and light all over the
country there would be an analogy,
but at present they were a,bsolutely
different things. The supply of wat-
er and light were essenhally matters
of domestic concern and properly

{matters of municipal operation and

control.  The line between what came
under the control of the municipali-
ties and what came under the con-
trol of the government could be pro-
perly drawn hetween electric lighting
and a telephone system. 5

“H a municipality with the power
of imposing _taxes for the purpose
would not undertake the construction
ol felephone systems was it probable
that a number of individuals would

undertake the same thing ? The mu-

nicipality with “the power of taxa-
tion - represented the whole force of
the . community and how were a few

'll;diﬁiws to amdertake to put such

ﬂihg on ‘& proper basis ? ‘- What
M*haé ‘they “that the munici-
pahty would not shortly undertake
a system for themselves? The scheme
was an - abselute departure from the
proposition  laid = down by the gov-
ernment last session and assented to
by the representatives of the people.
It was retograde for it threw com-
munities back, not on one big grasp-
ing corporation, but on. a . thousand
small companies _ whieh could never
he controlled by the department.

The financial proposition “-was in

expenses to he met by throwing them
into the next year as must have been
dong during the past fiscal year. The
proposition was S0 very vague and
indefinite from 2 financial point of
view bt so Very definite in another
but- wrong direction that without
going into other details he strongly
objeeted to the resolution and must
oppose it.

“Mr. Langley (Redberry) spoke next.
He thought the revenues of the pro-
vinee could not stand the strain -of
carrying rural telephones into every
part of the country. The people in
the rural sections who were willing
to secure phones would receive assis-
tance from the government to the ex-
tent of about = 40 ‘per cent of what
they expended. He. thought that the
government scheme would do away
with disputes as to  who were to
have phones first.

The premier followed briefly, but
brought out no new ideas on the sub-
ject, but prophesied that under the
proposed policy the development of
rural telephones would far surpass
that of any province of Canada.

The resolution . was then put and
carried:

The balance of the day was then
spent chiefly in committee. -
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6.
Discussion took place today on the
municipal bills;- and some opposition
amendments to the seed grain hill

were voted down.

On Mr. Turgeoun’s motion for third
reading of the Seed Grain Bill, Mr.
Haultain said that he had one <r
two amendments which he wished to
propose, and moved the bill back to
committee

kee}ii/ng with the rest of the scheme.
The minister was to. be given carte

“blanche to issue thousands of ‘dollars

worth of debentures payable in forty
vears. They were given no notion,
how much money he might want to
issue. This might run on for three

.ot four years amd the only hope was
Fthat in that interval some one with
more discretion = would> be deciding |

whether thousand dollar debentures
would - be issued. He had not much
confidence in the government as to
nge them carte blanche- to. Tun “this
province into debt.

Their expert had very large theor—
etical knewledge, but where he failed
in Manitoba was that he was not a
practical man when he camé to give
estimates and what this or that par-
ticalar thing would cost.

Pending the issue - of these deben-
tures, the commissioner might with-
draw from: the general  revenues of
the province whatever sums were xe-
quired. - The public' accounts, when
they got further details would show
of allowing drafts upon
the general = revenues for purposes
which were not ‘supposed to -be met

from that. servige.

He was willing that the govern-
ment should have ample security for
the seed grain advances, and that
there sheould be proper provision for
repayment. The bill, howeyer, took
securities as follows : The seed grain
mortgage, secondly, what amounted
to a mortgage on.all the crops the
land might raise; thirdly, a special
lien on - the'land where the seed is 1o .
be wused;  fourthly, an execution
against any other land the applicanf
might have; fifth, a declaration of
debt and authority to- issue execu-

| tion against his goods and chattels.

His proposal was that-all 'security
produced as far as the crops were
concerned should be maintained, but
that the security on the land should
be restricted to the land fer  which
seed had heen advanced.

The other amendment he propesed
was one giving threshers’ liens- the

(Continucd on page 6.)
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