
operate all these lines it would re
quire a smalt army, ol men to look 
after them. In no other province, 
were they, nor did any expert advise 
the govertiment taking over the con
struction of the rural -,Hnes.

In order .said Mr. CaWer, to meet 
what we consider the - most import
ant features of the telephone busi
ness, we have brought down a mea
sure providing for the organisation 
of small companies to provide tele
phone services for the people rather^ 
than for making money out of it, and 
provision is to,be made to encourage 
these companies. If the people desire 
telephone service they will take the 
matter up and will secure the desir
ed results at the least cost to the 

'people.
Briefly stated, the general lines of 

policy are as follows: In the first 
place wc believe the long distance 
lines in the province should, as far 
as possible, be under the control of 
the central government. The long 
distance lines are intended to give

TELEPHONE AND MUNICIPAL
POLICY EXPLAINED

moved provided for the finances re
quired for the telephone project. The 
government is taking the borrowing 
power and will issue- debentures of 
not less than 40 years at four per 
cent. During the time these deben- 

djsposéd of, the gov-, 
erhment will ! make temporary loan 
from the revenues of the province to 
meet current expenditure in the de
partment. It was impossible to say, 
stated the minister, just how much 
would bo required for the purposes 
of the resolution. It was proposed 
to build 8,000 miles of tine at a cost 
of perhaps $300 a mile, which would 
be $600,000 for the long distance 
tines and if they proposed taking ov
er the tines of the Bell and Saskat
chewan companies the cost would be 
an additional $120,000. The resolu
tion merely provided for. the means 
of securing the «money which is to be 
expended on capital account.

MR. HAULTAIN.
The leader of the opposition re

ferred to his absence from the House 
services to all the people of « the pro- for several days past and regjretted 
vince and for that reason they should that the courtesy grantedi* few, the 
be under the control, operation and postponement of controversial met- 
management of the government and, ters bad been unnecessarily and un- 
not in the hands of individual coip- fairly misrepresented^ Me stated that 
panies, which might refuse to give unfortunately he foqpd himself un
service to any companies desiring to prepared to thoroughly discuss the 
connect with it. Conditions should bills, but there would be ample op- 
be created so that any company in the portunity on the third reading, 
province, or any municipality which ^ He thought Mr. 
has a system should be given the ( seemed to be an exp 
privilege of connecting up with the the government deliberately departed 
trunk system, that a better service from the policy he asked the qo 
may bo provided.

So far as tfie local exchanges are 
concerned, we look upon these as lo
cal matters, and .we have no more 
right to provide services for local 
communities in the wa/ of telephones 
than in the matter of electric tight 
water, or any other convenience, but 
we will assist in ivery way possible 
the establishment of these services, 
by giving advice as tb the prepara
tion of these plans and engineers who 
may be on our staff will give advice 
in the matter of specifications, etc.

So far as the rural lines are con
cerned, the municipalities will have 
the same power as if given to the 
cities, towns and villages. I feel, 
however, that while this provision is 
made, our • experience will be the 
same as that of other plades. Very 
tittle is being done by the rural mu
nicipalities of any other province 
and for that reason it is necessary 
that provision be made for small 
companies operating telephone lines.

It has been decided, of course, that 
there shall be a department ol the 
public service which should have the 
control and supervision of all tele
phone lines and we should also have 
the control of the rates charged by 
municipalities or private companies 
for all systems.

The resolution which Mr. Calder

ficient than a large undertaking, a 
combine or trust. He did not think 
the farmers would endorse this view.

The hon. gentleman had compared 
the telephone system with the sup
ply of electric light or water. If he 
could introduce, a scheme which would 
supply water and tight all over the 
country there would be an analogy, 
.but at present they were absolutely 
different things. The supply of wat
er and light were essèntially matters 
of domestic concern and properly 
matters of municipal operation and 
control. The tine between what came

He complained that the report of 
the expert, Mr. Dagger, had 
not been printed and placed in the 
hands of the members although it 
lad appeared in the columns of one 

of the city papers, a local paper, the 
paper that does the government 
printing. It was in print by the gov
ernment contractors the . morning af
ter it was laid on the table. It

expenses to be met by throwing them 
into the next year as must have been 
done during the past fiscal year. The 
prqposition was so very vague and 
indefinite from a financial point of 
view büt so very definite in another 
but wrong direction that without 
going into other details he strongly 
objected to the resolution and must 
oppose it.
-Mr. Langley (Redberry) spoke next. 

He thought the revenues of the pro
vince could not stand the strain of 

-carrying rural telephones into every 
part of the country. The people in 
the rural sections who were willing 
to secure phones would receive assis
tance from the government to the ex
tent of about 40 per cent of what 
they expended. He thought that the 
government scheme would do away 
with disputes as to who were to 
have phones first.

The premier followed briefly, but 
brought out no new ideas on the sub
ject, but prophesied that under the 
proposed policy the development ol 
rural telephones would far surpass

Government to Own Long Distance Lines, Only- 
Municipal and Rural Phones Assisted-Costly 
and Cumbersome Rural Municipalities.

tures are

should have been in print and copies 
of it circulated widely.

The principle adopted by the House 
last session, was, to use Mr. C&lders 
own expression, ah alluring and at
tractive proposition, but this allur
ing afid attractive proposition which 
he supposed stampeded both sides of 
the House last session, was to be 
put aside in considcratiop of the ad
vice of the expert. The demand for 
telephones arose, riot in the towns 
and villages which were already 
ed, but in those portions of the coun
try which the hon. gentleman 
threw on the resources of private in
dividuals or

X
• i distance lines were 18 per cent, of 

her railway mileage, while Manito
ba’s was 39 per cent.

The telephone work of the province 
had been carried on so far chiefly by 
the Bell Co., and the Saskatchewan

TUESDAY, MAY 5th
The general discussion on the prin

ciple. of the government telephone 
legislation was the chief business of 
the legislature today.

After the initial proceedings, Mr.
( alder moved that the House resolve Co « the latter ot which had thel*

headquarters at Moose Jaw. Of
course there were four smaller com-

under the control of. the municipali
ties and what came under the con
trol of the government could -be pro
perly drawn between electric lighting 
and a telephone system.

If a municipality with the power 
of imposing _taxes for the purpose 
would not undertake the construction 
of telephone systems was it probable 
that a number of individuals would 
undertake the same thing ? The 

rural municipalities,, nicipality with the power of taxa-
wbich at the outset would find it tion represented the whole force of
difficult to provide the means for the the community and how were a few that of any province of Canada,
more''obvious duties which devolve individuals to undertake to put such The resolution was then put and
upon them as municipal corporations, a thing on a proper basis ? What carried.
The demand came from the, farmers guarantee had they that the munici- The balance of the day was then
who wanted to get into commimica- patity would not shortly undertake
tion -with the towns and villages a system for themselves? The scheme
With which they dealt. That was was an absolute departure from the Discussion took place today on the
the system of telephones that the proposition laid down by the
House unanimously said they wanted eminent last session and assented to
the government to undertake, that it by the representatives of the people,
might be operated and controlled by It was retograde for it threw com-
the government. r- muni ties back, not on one big grasp

ing corporation, but on a thousand 
small companies which could never 
be controlled by the department.

The financial proposition was in committee. 
keepipg with the rest of the scheme.
The minister was to be given carte
blanche to issue thousands of'dollars the seed grain advances, and that 
worth of debentures payable in forty there should be proper provision for 
years. They were given no notion, repayment. The hill, however, took 
how much money he might want to securities as follows : The seed grain 
issue. This might run on for three mortgage, secondly, what amounted 
or four years and the only hope, was to a mortgage on, all the crops the 
that in that interval some one with laud might raise; thirdly, a special 
more discretion would be deciding lien on the land where the seed is to 
whether thousand dollar debentures be used; fourthly, an execution 
would be issued. He had not much against, any other land the applicant 
confidence in the government as to might have; fifth, a declaration of

debt and authority to issue -execu
tion against his goods and chattels.

His proposal was that all security 
produced as far as the crops were 
concerned should be maintained, but 
that the security on the land should 
be restricted to the land far which

itself into committee to consider the 
resolution respecting the financing of 
the department of Railways and 
Telephones and in doing so took oc
casion -to discuss thé general princi-

0.
panies. ■ Of the 121 cities, towns and 
villages in the province. only 22 had 
telephone service. The rural field had 
not been touched by these companies 
because they did not think it wotlld 
be profitable.

There was no doubt but that the

serv-

ples of the telephone: hills. The tele
phone question was one of the most 
interesting they had to deal with 
this session. The necessity of tele
phones did not requjjre any argu
ment. The steps being taken to dc- 
velope the system was the one of in- ! 
tcrest. Working on the resolution 
passed at the last session, the gov
ernment had engaged Mr. u_g-
ger to make an investigation and re
port. Mr. Calder then dealt with the 
qualifications of Mr. Dagger for the 
work, and stated that the report had 
been laid on the table of the House.
He then gave the following statistics 
regarding telephones. In the whole 
of this province there were 22 tele
phone exchanges embracing 3,2501 
phones and 420 miles of long distance 
telephone lines. If thev took the pre- his own experience he believed that

the farmers in the older settlfements

now
mu-

j people of the province wanted tele
phones. People from the United 
States who had settled here consid
ered them a necessity.

The province required long distance 
tines, local exchanges and rural lines. 
The most of the long distance tines 
were in the southern part of the pro
vince. It was estimated that be
tween 2,000 and 2,500 miles of long 
distance lines Were needed to give a 
fair long distance service in the pro
vince. The local exchanges would fol
low after the construction of the long 
distance tines.

spent chiefly in committee.
WEDNESDAY, MAY U.

municipal bills; and some opposition 
amendments to the seed grain bill 
were voted down.

gov-
Chÿder’s speech 
lallation of why

On Mr. Turgeon’s motion for third 
reading .of the Seed Grain Bill, Mr. 
Haultain said that He had one -at 
two amendments which he wished to 
propose, and moved the bill back to

use
to lay doWn for the government last 
year in almost every important res
pect. As Mr Calder said, the gov
ernment in their resolution went à terns, each 
tittle further than did the resolution

They would have 1,000" individual 
isolated companies or 1,000 individu
al municipalities, operating their sys- 

one more economically 
than the government could operate a 
single system. The hon. gentleman 
in saying so denied the experience of 
our civilisation, the results of pur 
economic development, the underly
ing principle that by co-operation or 
bv monopoly, or even by trusts and 
combines la'rge works can be under
taken under one control with one ma
chinery of one. management more 
cheaply and simply than by a hund
red little companies. He took 
illustration the case of a large de
partmental store, calling as a wit
ness the member for Regina, as a 
proof that a combination of different 
departments, hardware, groceries, 
millinery, etc., could be carried on 
more cheaply than a number of sep
arate stores, under separate manage
ment, separate banking interests and 

him to be putting the cart before the separate business oversight. To de
horse, or giving a luxury while shy- [ ny that would be to deny the actual 
ing at the necessity of making pro- facts of the business world today, 
vision for what the hon. gentleman 
himself saw was a crying need of 
the country. There was no need of 
a long distance service for 76 or &D 
per cent, of the rural population and 

■no use for it unless there were other 
systems to join up to it. "
_ ■ . .. - <%**?■ :

According to Mr. Dagger and from
He was willing that the govern

ment should have ample security forsent population at 300,000 they had
one telephone to about 92 inhabit- wanted the telephones and were will- 
ants and if they toota into considéra- to subscribe to them, 
tion the number of phones supplied

which he proposed and requested the 
government to take steps and make
enquiries; at the same time it ad- 
Hered absolutely to stating the prin
ciples of ■ government o 
control. The result

After the needs for phones #as ap
parent it was a question of the steps 
to be taken to provide them, I( the 
question were left with the present 
companies operating they would not 
extend their lines to meet the needs 
ot the people. Another plan, which 
seemed an alluring one, was for the 
government to take over the'' whole

>wn§rship and 
êf the year’s 

consideration with the help of more 
or less expert advice. Was that the 
government had in every important 
feature of the telephone system de
parted from the broajMirineiple 
down at that time.

The hon. gentleman had said that 
the long distance telephone was the 
primary object. What" was the long 
distance telephone to the average far
mer ? How many members of that 
House -had ever used the long dis
tance telephone iriore than two or 
three times a week ? It seemed to

to the rural people; there was one 
phone for 178 people. In the case of 
Manitoba their telephone system gave 
one phone for every 28 people and 
outside of urban districts one phone 
to every 68 inhabitants, 
parts of ‘the world, in countries 
where the. government owned and
controlled all the telephone systems, j^eld and build all the pecessary tines

and operate them, as well. At first 
sight this might seem the best plan. 
However, after very careful consider
ation, the government had conic to 
the conclusion that for many rea
sons it would be inadvisable for the 
government to undertake the task. 
Another plan and the one adopted 
was for the government to take 
charge of certain lines and leave the- 
balance and smaller lines to several.

In otter
laid as an

give them carte blanche to run this 
province into" debt.

Their expert had very large theor
etical knowledge, but where he failed 
in Manitoba was that he was not a 
practical man wlten he came- to give 
estimates and what this or that par
ticular thing would cost.

Pending the issue of these deben
tures, the commissioner might with
draw ; from the general revenues of 
the province whatever sums were Re
quired. The public accounts, when 
they got further details would show 
the danger of allowing drafts upon 
the general revenues for purposes 
which were not supposed to be met 
from that service. Were the general

no local or inde-whete there were 
pendent companies and no systems 
controlled by municipalities—in Aus
tria there was ote phone for e^ery
724 persons, in France one for every 
500 persons, in Belgium one for ev
ery 293, in Bavaria, one for every 1-20 
persons, in Great Britain one for ev
ery 116, in Germany one for every 
108 and in Switzerland one for every

seed had been advanced.
The other amendment he proposed 

was one giving threshers’ liens the __

170 i persons. .
In the United States as a whole 

they had one phone for every twen- -If the government were to under- 
tv inhabitants.. take to build and operate the rural

In Manitoba there are 1192 miles more than it would the municipali- 
of long distance tines compared with ties or smaller companies, 
our 420 miles. Saskatchewan’s long government were to undertake to

The hon. gentleman said now the (Continued on page 6.)companies and municipalities. proposition which the member for 
Redberry was put up to move, and 
which the House unanimously adopt
ed was founded on a wrong principle 
and that the individual small under
taking was more economical and ef-

Just because a woman declares she 
has the best husband on earthVit’s 
no sign that she expects to meet him 
in heaven. ......
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Then he *ai«1 In a lower tone: 
pen'll ko to the side gate, sir, I'll 
bu through. But I'm sure you 
I see anything of any conse- 
le, and the only end of it will be
I shall get the sack, while you—
II shoiridn t like to be you, sir. If 
leur Leblanc catches you spying 
Im."

1

I all right. I ll take the risk of 
[ said James Ince good-humored-~ 
|s he turned away and
I'd the side gate.

went .

ew minutes later he heard the 
teps of Saunders op his 
rate to let him through. There 
teen

way to

a few minutes' delay, and he 
I himself whet lier the man would 
to play him false, and, choosing 
ik offending him rather than the 
»r he evidently feared, would put 
liter on his guard, 
nders, however, when he opened 
fate, looked Just as before, die- 
id, uneasy, and simple, like the 
t. clumsy, foolish, helplessly weak 
lasy sort of man that be 
ing into crime from Inability to 
away from bed company rather 
from native vlelouaneas. 
unbolted the door in silence, and 

is Inc» followed him through

was.

if an hour later St. Quintln, who 
been walking up and down, up 
down, until be thought the 
ad boys looked upon him with 
lcion. was shocked to see bis 
id stagger out through the garden 
ot Briar Lodge, pale as death and 

; his eye» etartlng out ot hie head, 
reat heavens! What has happen- 

cried St. Quintln, as he seised 
by the aym, thinking he waa^go- 
to have a lit of »6me sort 
mes Inee made signs with his 
ith. but seemed unable to speak, 
was staring out before him as 
t some hideous specter that held 
fixed and dumb.

i his friends entreaties, however, 
at last managed to answer with 
f vrords, uttered In a hoars, whil

st me—some—brandy I"

very

- ‘JL

CHAPTER XIII
p. QUINTIN bad to support Ms 
I friend as they went in search of 
I the necessary restorative, and on 
I the way he took ears to ask him 
pnore questions That something of 
Irrible nature had been discovered by 
b was plain enough, but, having ra
id to the neighborhood they were In,
I the Importance of tbs discussion 
Bch would undoubtedly arise, and to 
I own strong emotions on the subject 
[the occupants ot Briar Lodge, he felt 
it the matter had better be postponed 
f a little while.
[bey got some brandy, and when they 
p left the modest hostelry where they 
p obtained It, they wandered over the 
■raton together, on the Implied sug- 
Itlon of Ince. who nodded toward the 
le, open space, and thrusting his hand 
rough the arm of the younger men,
I him In the direction he proposed, 
nhat's better,” he said then, as he 
kw a long breath. “I felt as If I must 
ke sir, fresh sir, and lets of it.”
[And now," said St. Quintln, "yen’ll
I me all about It?” 
me# shook his head.
[You must excuse me for a little 
llle,” said he, “1 don’t want to talk 
put It yet."
[Talk about what? Surely you don't 
Ink you can leave me la the anxiety 
riel! I let you go to the house—the 
use where Marie lives—by yourself, by 
ktr wish. I let you go without asking 
Jy questions. You come beck half au 
Rir after, looking like a corpse, and 
ju expect me to wait! No. You must
II me what happened*.”
•Nothing happened,” said James Inc«. 
ho hsd scarcely yet recovered his ordl- 
jry -tone and manner.
Bt. Quintln stared.
[•Do you expect me to believe that?”

l'es; nothing whatever happened, 
ht I saw something, or perhaps only 
tided I saw something. Anyhow, I'd 
Ither not talk about it Just now. I may 
Lye been wrong.”
[ Well, you must let me have the 
Lance of judging, too.”
[ Not" yet. Let us get back to town 
1st, and well go over the evidence 
Ir and against quietly together."
[But St. Quintln’» mouth closed stub- 
irnly.
[’ I'm not going until one of two things 
Uppens. Either you must tell me the 
pith about VI at happetieu between 
lour leaving me In your ordinary state 
[nd coming back looking a wreck, or 
I must call at Briar Lodge and get 
toother Interview with Marie."
[James Ince laid a detaining hand on
la arm.
"You musn't t o that," be said, earn- 
stly. "It my eyes didn't deceive me, 
(Tier Lodge is not a piece for you or 
ny sane man to call at except u»uer 
olici protection."
"Good heavens ! What do you mean?” 
"That I believe Leblanc is a villain, 

nd that the less you have to do with 
ny one connected with him the better 

be for you. Look here! I ll ten 
u more presently, when I’ve made 

ur. myself of what I suspect. in the 
leantime, do be warned, and take ad- 
ice, and come out of the danger 
mhout another moment’s delay."

No,” aald St. Quintln, obstinately. 
I can t do that. If there is any dan- 
er about, Marie must be in it, and I 
lust Arid out where she la and whether 
can do anything to help her.
James Inoe Laid a restraining hand 
nee more upon the arm of the younger 
nd more Impetuous roan.
"My dear fallow, you’re talking -on- 

jnae. What can you d ? You haven’t 
ren the right to speak to her about her

mm
lone at all.
"Very likely not. But 

U the more difficult to

will

sous

believe they a ■ her rela-
that makes It 

r you to Inter- 
ire. Look here, I don’t want to be un- 
ind or unjuet. But don’t you think 
m girl must know something about 
That is going on?"
"She doeanTt know there’s anything 

■by going on, I could swear. No. It’s 
t no use to try to stop me. The at- 

up, of vague warning 
rtthout details, is simply maddening, 
•m going to see Marie, and I’m going 
o see the old man. And I’m not com- 
ig away till I’re had It out with burn 
f them, and ; ot the address of this 
VllUaros, and all.”
James Ince pleaded In vain. Nothing 

rould deter the young man from his 
irojeot, and he would not even suiter . 
us friend to accompany him back to 

the house. Ince, therefore, agreed to 
wait outside, walking up and down as 
his friend hsd done, and Bt. QulntlS 
promising that he would not be longer 
than he could help, went hurriedly ttb 
the garden to Briar Lodge.

tude you take
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