t Lakes. He iet a contract
e saw Sam and

8 :
in the servants’ eleva- ' ing a mersaype nt the fime und rhe:light
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| away.

o | 7 As nhe finished a ook
malignity overspread bis

h G ™

upon her mouth, “His lips”—she lin-
.| gered over the item with a relish, still
| watching that pale face—*his lips, are
cool and firm”—the hands busily en

3 “.
stead

T
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She stopped. in 8t Blagg’s office. He
had beard her coming. He was receiv-

of the tubes gave tv hix emaciated fare
u ghastly wiliness, A she ‘entéred ‘o8
enly glanced up with smoldering hate,
Lillian smiled bark in zll her witchery
ut that blsek fook. She knew that whe
bad never been more beautiful than

a perpetunl torment to this man. and
in the absence of wore entertaining
prey she had toyed with him as a cat
does with a captured and wing broken

“You don’t seem half glad to see me,
Mr. Blagg.” she remonstrated.

“No!" he answered her. and his voice
was tense and stralned. *I wish you:

had never come hack. ‘| wish that you

]

' be asserted. “Lillian”—

“Miss Breed. if you please,” she cor
eall yot by a less formal name

know. every step that you took while.
you were away.” ' »

some basis for the hints that Blagg
had often given her of a powerful or-

ever of awe 1 ever bad for you is
gone,” he déclared. *“Whatever of re-
spect | éver had for you is swept

dead., now that I know you for what
yon are. now that you have made

is Dot safe to talk that way to me.”

vSafe or unsafe.” he cried, “what
do 1 care? 1 have died a th
deaths in the past week. and I cannot
‘be further harmed.” . 3

“Too bad.” she murmured in mock
sympathy. “Deaths among the lower
orders of the animal kingdom seemed
qnitm:mon'-.'mfwuwhu Just
found one poor fool in the Long ls-
land ‘woods this morning. He icoked
ke a workingman. A revolver was
by his side. but be had not been shot.

placs down there, Somebody shot at
“Kelvin there earlier in the week, but

11t was a foolish waste of ammunition.

'Kelvin bears a charmed life. By the
way. you have not yet stated what
‘you . She looked at him

. hal? smile upon her lips

pians, |

’ ‘m-
0 i
5
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two names with gasps of gratitude;
the other half received them with

"| snarls of scorn, and the campaign was

on, Keivin, refnsing to make a mounte-
bank of himseif. let his managers fight
‘it out, for he wax busy. Out upon his
vast stretches of Long Island -waste
thére now sprang up a long succession
of residence blocks, each surrounded
with its cement sidewalk, each‘ con-
taining neat little cement houses mold-
ed ‘after the Edison idea, and each
house set ip a generous pilot of ground.
Water. light, sewerage, parks, schodls,

| by the pew and wonderful transporta-
 systetn that Rollins had inaugurgt-

“Who is' doing 17 thes
queries Kelvin's publicity burean
& ready -answer—lHght and air

cleaniiness and life for the working-

1
“Indeed!”, she said pleasantly.realis- \ block ‘after block in extent. Now he
ing for the first tinie that there ‘was1announced the formation of & monster

Whatever of -love 1° felt:'is

man at a cheuper price than he paid
: for darkness and poisoned atmosphere -
!and cirt and death.

, out that the scheme had been projected
; long before his name bad been men-
tioped for the nomination and that it

was merely one of Henry Breed’s plans |

| for the use of his enormous wealth in
ameliorating the condition of mankind.
; Nor @id he deny that the undertaking
_'was expected to pay & legitimate rate
of .interest upon the outlay. -He was

1

A. to Patsy McCalken.

! - Election night found Henry Breed, as
' eager in his interest as any child could
have been. in New York for the first
! time in years, and with him came Lil-
i Han. Mrs. Rensselaer, Dr. Zelphan and
the usual vervants. Two splendid suits

now. She knew that her beauty was | Kelvin. appealed to, curtly pointed . 5, gelvin's floor at the Esplanade were

'm and the common meeting point
for all of them that night was & mag-
nificent drawing room upon the cor-
ner overlooking the entrance to the
. park and also overlooking a moving
' plicture bulletin which an enterprising
newspaper bad established there.
: Breed surveyed Kelvin and Rollins

: jn turn with paternal delight. but he

‘entirely practical, be stated. and tbe | giudied both men shrewdly and ended

| Inference was that he would make an

| cality came just a few days before

election. ~ One  Peliman, ' remembered
&s a once forceful man of Wall street,
then as a “has-been. had suddenly.
blossomed ' into the limelight as .the

that if | fike” he fiared. *1 | real ‘estate sensation of New York.

| Working quietly. he’ had secured op-
tions upon’ tenement house districts,

_terminal company which should take
‘eare of all the ‘freight and passenger

ganization of which be was the head. . | transportafion entering New York and
Her calmness angered bim. “Whap- : the erectidn of huge structures cover-

_ing blocks in’ extent. Immediately fol-
lowing this notices of eviction were
served upon every miserable dweller
in the <congested tepement districts
that he had ‘burchased: Thousands
‘ gpon .thousands of families were ren-

. yourself Qomle'OIi”— - 1dered bomeless, and every newspaper
“Be careful.” she warned him. "It plazed with the wholesale oppression.

| Who then came to the rescue? Why,
Kelyin, Keivin the disburser of Breed’s
_billions, Kelvin the annihilator of the
Stock Exchange, Kelvin the breaker
| of trusts, Kelvin. the reducer of the
‘ price of ‘bread, Kelvin the poor man’s
ifriend, Kélvin the candidate for pres-
; Ident of the United States! He would
' furpish them. free tranSportation” for:
i themselves and their goods and chat-
itels, He would at once install' each
zham‘eleu family in a  separate  little
‘ home of its own free of moving cost,

He had been strangled. That's a bad g 5 5 00014 any suffering that might

' be attendant iipon the confusion would

- stock each house with a week’s provi-

iplons. (Would a summer and fall of

campaign speeches have beaten that?

| - “Countless  thousands of ‘dazed and -
i belpless familles thrust suddenly home-
,less into the streets attached them-

selves In pitiful home instinct each to

|  distresaful little pile of battered and

scratched

‘ bty relief, as of famish

80, | men in sight of water. as of lost souls

‘that had found the gates of paradise.
Then began the most amazing Hegira
in the history of civilization, -Out to

e new cement citles they were car-

- ried Into fresh air and clean surround-
| ings ‘and ‘a nmew ‘life, away from
| mqualor and diséase and degradntion.

and though dazed by the change they
wera different p‘op‘l? and better for it

more than two weeks this tremendous
eéxodus  went on. Only Patsy McCal-
-ken. bereft of his leadership because
there was no one to lead. put his
stubby finger upon the facts.

and be done it ‘dash bim!" exclaimed
Mr. McCalken, half indignantly and
balf admiringly, his red face puffing
redder and curions little wrinkles form-
ing upon beth sides of the mole on his
nose. “Them three districts would ‘a’
beat Kelvin in this election, and now
there won't be enough voters left in
the whole abattoir to wedge a come-
on in a vestibule. ~And the whole
game’s a frameup. Breed’s money’s
back of Kelvin, and it’s Breed's money

1 Relxin.
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: ‘turned to Breed. shocked and horror

A cheer answered that question, a

Through the day and the night fo¥

“He said he’d take it away from me, |

by putting his hagd on Kelvin's shoul-

‘“My boy. you are made of the right
stuff.” he announced in his shrill voice.
“Here's the man”—and he' turned to
the others—'‘fitted to sustain a world’s
erisis.. There .is no uervousness here,
no energy wasted in: worry, no flinch-
ing. ‘fsce straight ahead. Fine boy,
this Kelvin.” : ;

“Really.” .put in Mrs, Rensselaer.
“we are all:intensely interested, and
even absorbed. (n your campaign. Mr.
Kelvin. * We _think it bas been very
cleverly conducted indeed.”

. “Ithank you.'" said Kelvin to Mrs:
Rensselfier, \who ' he knew 'hated him.
“But we all have to remember that
while the campaign is over. our elec-
tion is not yet assured by any mmeans.
Mr. Rollins and Mr. Breed and my-
self &s 'moncpolists. and malefactors
and capitalist of ‘great wealth and &
few other reprebensible things bave
come in for some hard scorings in the
past few days. and just bhow much
effect that is going to have .on the
attitude of the public it is hard to
tell."”

“Huh' 1t isn't worth consicering,”
said Breed. “Politics is too thoroughly
organized -for' that.  Get the leaders
who own the little leaders, . who in
turn own the minor workers clear
down to the ward thugs, and you have
the country.” ¢
.. “T cannot agree with you.” broke in
tremendous, resistless force of public
sentiment reckons without the mighty
power which has made eyery impor-
tant change upon the maps since his
tory began.”

“Mercy,” cried Lillian, *how vitally
serious- we are becoming! When and
where are we to have dinesr?”’

“Right in this apartment, I think, if
Mr. Breed will allow it,” said Kelvin,
with a laugh. “Suppose we seatter
and make ready for dinner as quickly
as we can. ‘1 ordered it rather early,
and the butler would probably be glad
to have this room.” S :
-/Breed walked out into the hall with

%1 will: be glad when the

¥,

't that;” Breed halt whispered..

Tt
tongues of silver and .of go‘k; .nc;:
T e 1

use and all around the
jons to shoot the first man tha
lear.” His 'voice sank to &

whis . “They have shot two In the

onth. They d ed them away
moath. They dragsed them ovey

‘buried ‘them at night.”

. The old man’s eyes were

ng. and his hand as he laid it
‘biazin . ;
npon Phillip’s arm was trembling, no
‘with fright. but with some more lust-
ful passion. “Mine is the appointed
hand.” he went on. “Mine is the ap:

the Most High there is no escape.”
#No. 1 presume not,” qdmltted Kel:
vin, with calmness at least in his
volce. “There is not so imuch to guard
a8 there used to be” he suggested. .

head, “tbat's true.”
cast down about it for a moment, then
suddenly he chuckled shrilly.  “But
we'll get it all back, Phillip. It's only

‘an investment, and when you become
. president and we get a senate and con-
gress that we can nandle my vault
will receive every cash dollar in the

we shall see.” 'And he bobbed his old
‘bald head like a toy mandarin.

“We shall see what we shall see”
repeated Kelvin
turned abruptly toward his suit.

Lillian, sweeping down the hall after

his door for her, e

clared Lillian, drawing up closely to
{ Phillip and putting her band upon'his
~And what is it?" he asked, frown,
ing slightly and making no attempt
to conceal it. = °

“Now, domn't be cross,” she

have never written me a single letter.”
" %] pever put myself on paper,” e

olling. . “The man who disregards ‘the |

him piayfully. “You haven’t beéen | and
down to see me in a month, and you | g

| wt—iv calls' to me, 1 say. 1 hearitin/|:

% e

Biagg. gaunt and emaciated. passed
them with a look of concentrated fury;
bis eyes. sunken deep in their cavities,
\ooked like wells of bluckness. Lillian
smiled at his malevolence, but Eelvin
shook his head.

«] don’t like that fellow.” he observ-
ed “Hes a dangerous man to have
around. He’s a fool and a fanatic, and
there is no telling where and when he

“} don't know,” Lillian mused. *“1
believe that all you say about him is
true, but 1 rather like to play with
fire, don’t you?”

“No,” replied Kelvin  shortly—"not
unless there is a definite end to gain
by doing so.”

When the.company sat down to din-
ner Kelvin found at his plate the early
bullétins. They were all highly favor-
able to the election of Kelvin and Rol-
Hns and had the effect of starting the
dinner with much lightness of spirit.
At 10 o'clock. however, unfavorable
bulletins began to come in. one after
the other. and Senator Sawyer, wor
ried beyond measure by thé unexpect:
ed development, came bustling into the
room. ‘ :

“1 don’t understand it,” he declaréd.
“It would look as if the labor vote had

i suddenly switched.”

Lillian. watching Blagg, saw his face
light with a malignant smile.

“] ecannot understand how the labor
vote should bave peen = estranged,”
commented Kelvin slowly; *‘but, after
all, what does it matter? The thing in
which | am chiefly interested just now
is not cause. but result. - We can an
alyze the situation afterward.”

Blagg, stil} smiling. left the room, re-
turning a momient later with still other
depressing news. The table been
cleared, only -wine and ‘cigars and
cigarettes remaining, and Breed's com-
pany alternated nervously between the
balcony and the tabie, sitting outside
at times to watch the big flluminated
sereen across the street. The most of
them were inside when, at the end of

‘Blagg ‘brought in a particularly unfa-
vorable telegram, one purporting to
 national committee and
“Possible defeat of Kel-
vig_by & narrow margin,

“I’'m bound to confess that it looks
bad.’.’,Kelv!.a‘ was forced to admit, “but
I'm ‘like you, senator; l can't under-
stand it. 1 don’t see what. element
could have worked against me.”

“1 can tell you,” suddenly broke in
the voice of Blagg, a voice that was
shrill in its long suppressed triumph.
#1 did it. 1'am at the head of an or:
ganization of . & quarter of a million
men, each one sworn. with -his life
against the principles you represent.
1 sent them out the word immediately
after your nomination and  once a

sinee to, vote against you and to
work " py f@oth and nail
they have done You owe your de-
feat to me.” . And he beat both hands

- co!

tation.
Kelyin eyed him coldly. “You were

| not asked for

versation. attend

which
0 enter this room.” .

¢

er, the

t hearty one in a
., ‘attracted them to the bal-
he bulletin across the street
4 hly favorable mes-

wyas in @ cbair in the corner.

‘ handkerchief to !
b ere red stains upon it.

LR

pointed hand. From the just wrath of }.

“No admitted Breed. shaking bis | we
He seemed quite

‘| ‘United States.  Then we'll see What |

enigmatically ~and |

them, called to Phillip. He waited at |
\ - “J've a crow to pick with you,” de- }

g

¥
égi‘
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ean mass them dn an hour. Oo

toy.” ;

- CHAPTER XIX.
LOWLY. bolding his eyes with
ter own, Lillian's

of Blagg's knuckles and t

an hour of almost continued bad news,

upon his chest in his madness of exul- -

bis month, |°

F

~§; j;;:ﬁ?QQ

| toor. B

the point of a pin ‘upon one | bef

be entered the room turned and shook
hands with Kelvin,

“Well, we've won,” said he. “It
seems that Mr. Blagg’s organization of
| patriots was pot so powerful afier all.”

“Blagg:” exclaimed Senator Sawyer
and laughed beartily. “Wasn't that g
curious thing? I shall always remem.
ber your man Blagg.”

“Yes, you shall remember Blugg, all
of you!” shrieked & voice, and. turning,
they saw the tall, thin form of the

SOMBTHING GLITTERED IN THR LIGHT AS
HE BAISED HIS ABM.

wireless operator standing in the door
way. Before any one could divine his
intention he had sprung at Phillip.

Something glittered in the light as
he raised his arm and flashed as he
brought it down. and Kelvin dropped
to the fleor. - Blagg sprang for the door
to the hall, but mei Sam coming in,
and Sam, seeing Philip lying upon the
floor. reguired no explanation. In an
instant, for the second time in their
lves, hands were about Blagg’s
throat, and he bore him to the floor.
Horror stricken, Sawyer and Rensse-
jaer and Zelphan and the attending
butler rushed to drag Sam away from
his® victim, while . Rolling turned his
attention to Phillip. It had all happen-
ed in an instant—ibe . stabbing of
Phillip, Sam’s assault upon Blagg and
the piling of the other men upon Sam
—and in that instant Eisie White had
shrieked and thrown herself upon her
knees beside Phillip’s prostrate form.

“Phillip!” she cried in anguish, and
in that erv the secret of her heart was
made known. All the pentup love thay
she had felt for him and had hidden
revealed itself in that wailing call
upon his name.

Lilliad ‘Breed, her faceé inflamed with
sudden passion, leaned over the girl
snd, grasping ber by ‘the shoulders,
shook her violently, discbarged ber
and called upon a page to have the

girl thrown gto ure'm. t
B, time opened
his eyes and a moment later raised
himself to his elbow, feeling at bis
beart.
“*Are you badly hurt?” asked Rollins.
“No, I think pot,” replied Phillip,
dazed. “I think I was only stunned by
the force of the blow. I doubt if 1 even
have a flesh wound.” And, taking Rol-
lins' band, tie rose to his feet and sat

in a chair. v
It was in that moment that Rollins

saw Lillian raise her h%‘t: strike
Eisie, and he sprang in bel n them,
putting & protecting arm around Eisie's
shoulder. ' ' ;

it will be at yours,” re-

lip and got upon his feet.
As ‘he did so something heavy and
‘ and bright dropped to the
%R took a step forward. stop-

]
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