'PASSED IN THE THIRD SESSION OF THE SECOND PARLLAMENT.
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An ACT to provide for the Educatlon and Support af Orphaii Childeens

HEREAS it is expedient to provide for the education and fupport of orphan
children, or children who may be deferted by- their parents ; Be it enafled

by the King’s moft excellent M:J'éﬂy,' by, and with the- -advice - -and cdn[ent‘ of the
Legiflative Counci! and Affembly of the province of Upper Canada,, conftituted and af-
fembled by vistue of, and ander the authority of an aé paffed in the Parliament of Great
‘Britain, entitled, * An.2& to repeal certain parts of an a& pafféd in the fourteenth year
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Town  Wardens,
withlapprobation
of two julices,
may bind orphan
or abandoned in-
Jfant children. .

of his Majefty’s reign, entitled, * An a& for making more effe@tual orovifion for theigo- i

verninent of the-province of Quebec in North America; and to make further provifion for
the government of the faid province,” and by the authority of the fame, That when the
father and mother of 2ny infant child. {hall die, ot fhall abandon their infant child orchil-
dren, it'thall and may be lawful for the Town Wardens of :any Townfhip, where fuch
child or-children fhall be, by, and with the approbation and confent of two of his Ma-
. jefty’s JuRices of the Peace, tobind the faid child or children.as apprentices, until be, {he,
or they, fhall have attained the age of twenty-oune years in the cafe of males, and eigh-
teen in the cafe of femalés; and an indenture to this effe@, under their hands and: feals,
and counter-fi gned by lwojuﬁ:ces of the Pcace, {hall be good and valxd in law,

H.. And te it further ena&ed by the autlzonfy aforejmd That when tbe father of any ir fant
child or children, fhall abandon and leave fuch infant child.or children with the mother,
it fiall and may be lawful for the mother in fuch cafe, by and with the approbation of
two of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, to- bind fuch child, or children, as apprentices,
until be, fhe, or they fhall have attamed the age of twenty-one years in the cafe of males,
and eighteen in the cale of females ; and an indenture to that effe@, under her hand and
feal, and counter-ﬁgned by t= n]ufhccs, Ihal. be good and valid in law. ' N

III. Provided aIwa}.r, and be'it furllzer ma&ed by tlze aﬂ{ﬁomy aforefdid, That when the re-
lations of any erphen; or abandoned infant child, or children, are ableand willing to fup-
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-port and bring them up ; then, and ‘in fuch cafe, it thall not be in the power of the Town -

W zrdens to apprentice fuch child or chxldren.
<

IV. Prov:dea’ allo, and be.it further enadted bythe autkor:ty aﬁ:refam‘ “That no mfant child,
ot children, huving attained the age of fourteen years, fhall be liable to be : apprf. iticed *as
".afoxefaxd, unlefs he, ihe, or thcy conl'ent thereto. :
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