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Common Poultry Diseases
In Inking up a discussion of diseases 

affecting poultry it might he well to 
llrst of nil consider the common muses 
of any disease breaking out in a flock 
of poultry. There are four, which ran 
he briefly stated as (a those arising 
from weak constitutions, lack of vigor 
and vitality, ^h) those coming from 
poor food and improper feeding, e 
those due to the conditions under 
which the flock is kept, (d those 
caused by apparently healthy fowls 
coining in contact with diseased ones 
and getting the disease in this way. 
While all diseases may not he directly 
traceable to any one of these four, 
still they are always due to one or 
other of the four causes. rnTVe 

•farm conditions any of these may cause 
disease, or one may work in combina
tion with another one or all of them 
and produce a disease. It' is also a
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Fowl affected with Chicken Pox

difficult matter to state which one is 
likely to cause the most disease in 
farm flocks, but judging by observa
tions made and actual experience 1 
should say the second and third-named 
are I tie most frequent causes lo which 
most of the poultry diseases are due. 
Poultry diseases can also be classified 
according to ttie special section or pari 
of the fowl's anatomy which they at 
lack, such as, one group affecting the 
head, another group the digestive sys 
tem, another the skin, and so on

The Axe The Best Cure
Our attention at this time will be 

directed towards those which we and 
most common in farm flocks such a< 
roup, tuberculosis, blackhead, chicken 
pox and a few others. It must be 
borne in mind that I do not recoin 
mend treatment for- any of these di- 
eases unless the. bird be specially 
valuable, and even then only in the 
early stages of the disease. I he axe 
is about the best cure, and often if tin- 
bird is valuable il i~ far better to kill 
it off at once than to 'run fin y risk ol 
further spreading the disease. The 
best example I have had of this was 
a few years ago when roup broke out 
in my flock of young turkeys. Only one 
poult had the disease and there were 
twenty-seven in the flock. I removed 
it, and commenced doctoring, but it 
did not. get any better or worse. 
\bout ten days later another poult 
showed symptoms of the disease, and 
I removed it. This kept on during the 
greater part of the summer until a.ll 
but nine had died or had to be killed, 
after having had the disease from two 
weeks to a month. Had I killed off the 
first infected one .just, as soon as I dis
covered it. the disease might have been 
stamped out.

At any t.imp when disease is noticed 
in a flock the cause of it should be de 
Iermined first, and if at all possible d 
should be removed. Remove the 
cause arid the cure will hold good in 
poultry diseases about as well as in 
any other line of disease. Ibis will 
also be the ounce of prevention." The 
general rare arid management of the

Their Cause, Prevention and Cure
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farm flock goes a long' way In mak 
ing tin' birds disease proof, or almost 
so. Hood health, strong constitution, 
vigor and vitality Will enable a flock lo 
withstand Hie effects of adverse con 
ridions pretty well, whereas roV. Is 
lacking in these arc always more or 
less susceptible even under ltd' most 
favorable conditions When a flock 
like the latter is neglected, disease will 
gain a stronger foothold and cause 
greater ravages in a short Iiurc Ilian it 
would in Ho' former case. The indien 
lion of good health, vigor, vitality and 
slmngtfcnnstitulion is fourni in the red 
comb, bright eye, active sprightly, 
movements, short bill, full face, short, 
neck, amt a low set,, deep and wide 
body. The opposite of these indicate 
a lack of corislitulion, vigor and health. 
Continued neglect in the best of floc ks 
will mean disease of some kind sooner 
or later, and once it is present it is al
ways a difficult matter lo overcome it 
entirely. A flock of single fowls that 
have gone thru a siege of sickness 
are of very little use as breeders after 
wards.

Roup
III taking il P 11 IQ different diseases 

the most common one ..is roup, ’Ijhis 
i- nothing more than a cold of eon 
tinned standing There are about live 
different forms of this m^easm, hut in 
our work vve will only touch on the 

_three most common, ordinary roup is 
always known by the swelling of Hie 
eyes, knowii as (Ills sacks ; canker, 
another form of roup, is known by tlo- 
white scabs that form at the base of 
the tongue and in the arigfe of the 
jaws: these give off a very offensive 
odor. Diphtheritic roup is the third 
form. This is known by the ulcerated 
areas which occur in I he I liront and at 
the entrance h, the windpipe. These 
increase in size until Hie entire mucous 
lining of the throat becomes inflamed 
and the fowl dies from sui’i oral ion A 
large quantity of mucous, or slimy 
saliva, is always present and the throat 
lakes on a bluish color These three

sufficient so that a Hull Him of nil will 
cover the entire surface of the water 
\ leaspoonful nf carbolic arid In a pail 
of drinking water is also a good prr 
ventive Hr. as much potassium per 
mailgali.de as will si a v oil a live cent 
piece In a pail nf water Remove all 
itTseased liens. Kill off any that have 
t lie disease prêt I v far advanced. Those 
having only slightly swollen eyes may 
lie treated by rubbing a small quan 
lily of eaVhblaleil vaseline mi the fare 
arid eyes, and also down I lie throat, 
llrst pressing pus out of the nostrils 
Coal nil injected into Hie nostrils with 
a fountain pen tiller is also a good 
practice. The head may also lie 
washed with a one per cent, solution 
of carbolic arid, or hydrogen peroxide 
In turkeys it is well to cut open the 
swellings ami press out the pus then 
wash with these solutions or the vase 
line This is the simplest method of 
treatment, and any birds Hint do not 
respond should tie kilted off promptly. 
Feed Hie entire flock; one pound of 
Kpsom >alls dissolved in hot water and 
mixed in a bran mash to every hundred 
liens once a week fitr a few months 
This is (lie lest Ionie I know of Roup 
cures may lie all right in their place, 
lull generally the cost is greater and 
the results not as satisfactory as when 
the pure and simple remedies are used

For canker in the throat and mouth 
rub off the white scab, then apply the 
earbntated vaseline Repeal the ap 
plication every day. The carbolic 
solution may also lie used. This form 
of roup offers very stubborn resistance 
and it seldom happens that, a bird hay 
ing it can lie cured entirely. It is like 
ly lo recur after all traces nf d have
apparently I.... . removed. Follow the
same method of handling Hie flock as 
above directed. If at any time this 
disease should break out prompt steps 
must lie taken immediately lo stamp it 
out, for once it gains a foul hold it is 
next to impossible lo wipe d out.

I liphthOrelie roup is usually caused 
by exposure to strong wind, draughts, 
and storm during the nigh I There is

Method of cutting open a fowl to make a pout-mortem examination. Feather» need 
not he removed. fut flank* firxt, then cut in above rear end of breaxt bone graxp- 

ing the carca** with the left hand and cutting forward toward* the rib*

forms may he lak'-n for one and the 
same thing as they all have the same 
origin, but later on each takes on its 
own form and attacks a special part of 
the fowl’s anatomy.

Ordinary roup eari easily le- rei-og 
nized by the sneezing, roughing, 
rattling in the throat, discharges from 
the nose, arid swelling of the eve, arid 
duets leading from l.tie nostrils to Hie 
eve,, it is due to dampness, over 
crowding arid draughts over the fowls. 
It is very common early in the fall in 
both old and young stock. The 
remedy is to first change conditions, 
thus removing the cause. Then put a 
-mall quantity of coal oil in the drink 
ing wafer for the W hole flock just

a gasping for breath, accompanied by 
rattling in the throat. This form of 
roup kills very quickly. About the 
only remedy is to kill off any birds 
having the disease. Prevent it. by re 
moving the cause arid giving carbolic 
acid in the drinking water. These 
three forms of roup also affect, tur 
keys in (lie same way. Therefore fol 
low similar methods of prevention arid 
I reatrnent.

Chicken Pox
Associated with roup we frequently 

find chicken pox. This disease is 
known by the numerous warts or scab 
areas covering the face arid head. Un
derneath the scab is pus On rernov

illg Ho- scab the affected areas will 
bleed This disease is caused tiy the 
germ getting into the wounds which 
the hens get by lighting. It is com
mon when hens are put in a new house, 
or when new stock is brought in. At
lids ........ there is usually considerable
lighting, and as a result the disease 
gels a start. Take the affected birds . 
as soon as detected and wash the head 
with a one per cent, solution of car
bolic acid, /uhlilng off the scab as 
much as possible. Kqual parts of 
vaseline and iodoform make an excel
lent salve. Apply daily over I lie entire 
affected area.

Tuberculosis
Frol mid y llie second disease in poul

try most common on the farm is tuber 
eulosis. This affects only adult fowl. 
If can easily lie detected. The. bird 
heroines dull, Inactive, lias a pale 
niiiili, is affected with diarrhoea, loses
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Ordinary Roup. Note Swollen Eye

flesh rapidly, later heroines lame in 
one leg, and if the disease lingers a 
long time the bird will waste down to 
skin and hone and heroine so emaciated 
that it can hardly walk. On opening 
Hie carcases the liver will lie covered 
with small white spots : these will also 
extend to l.tie spleen and often cover 
good part of the intestines. Sometime, 
small projections like warts to he 
found on the hones In various parts of 
l.tie body, especially on the ribs. There 
is no cure for the disease. It is most 
common early in the fall after the hens 
have passed through their laying 
period, and are about ready to moult 
or probably in il. At tills time they 
ue low In vigor and vitality, amt the 
germs seem to get a hold more easily 
Ilian when the liens are in the best of 
condition. Filthy or unsanitary condi
tions help to develop the disease. 
Filthy drinking water and water 
troughs is a very common source of 
the disease. Kill off all hens show 
inv any symptoms of the disease. Burn 
Hie carcasses or bury deeply and cover 
with lime. Clean out the poultry 
house thoroughly by removing all 
droppings and all loose material In 
eluding two or three inches of dirt, if 
an earth floor is used. Fut in good, 
eh-ari gravel or sand. If a cement or 
hoard floor is used wash it thoroughly 
and whitewash along with the, rest of 
Hie building, using hot whitewash hav
ing five, per cent, of carbolic acid in It. 
Thoroughly clean and disinfect all 
drinking troughs and feed pails. Use 
ui abundance of air slaked lime on the 
floor of the house, especially under 
the roosts. Also sprinkle this on the 
earth around the outside of the house. 
The germ is voided in the droppings of 
the diseased tun, arid is then taken off 
the ground with feed eaten by other 
Io ns. The liver is an important organ 
m digestion, lienee it, follows that the 
liver and intestines both being diseased 
Hie germs will lu- passed off witli the 
droppings. Feed the entire flock 
Kpsom salts, one pound dissolved in 
hoi water and mixed iri a bran mash 
to every hundred hens ones a week for 
a few months. Also add powdered 
charcoal jib a ton in. Observe, absolute 
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