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into actual practice, and with very satisia
tory results. It may thereiore In laimed
that the West presents a united front in fav
of this reform More and more the people
are becoming convineed of the folly of dis

ouraging thrift and industry by heavy taxes
on every bullding or other impre vement
while encouraging the holding of die land
by taxing it little or nothing. The man who
holds and keeps out of use land which the

community needs, who will neither use it him
self nor let anyone else use it except on extra
agant terms fixed by his imagination ol its
value when the working citizens have buail
1P & great city who 18 he that the peopis
should virtually bonus him by paying prae
tically all the necessary community taxes
Perhaps it is be
ause the growing towns and cities of West

for him Year alter year?

ern Canada can see more clearly than older
communities Just how great an obstacle the
real estate ~;‘-»'.H.|1u.' I8, and how our present
assessiment system encourages him to block
progress by holding large blocks of land out
of use, and driving those of moderate means
far out of town in order to find a little plot
of ground not too highly priced-—perhaps it
18 because these things are commonplace
sights in all our ecities that the movement
for a radical reform finds such strong sup
port throughout the entire West It i1s In
deed gratifying to find our people abreast of
the times on this great world problem. And
this is not the only question on which the
West is leading the way

TITLES THEN AND NOW

In the days of chivalry when kings posses
sed great power in Britain they bestowed
titles upon their favorites arid upon warriors
In thos n!,|.\\ knighthood meant something
It was a mark of royal favor and gave the
possessor considerable privileges. The con
ferring of the title was a wonderful cere
many, described by one historian as follows

he process of inauguration was comment
ed in the evening by the placing of the andi
late under the care of two ‘esquires of honor,
grave and well seen in urtship and nurture
and also in the feats of ¢ alry, who were to be

vernors in all things

der their direction. to

Qe ing to him." Un
with, a barber
shaved him and cut his hair. He was then con
ducted by them to his appointed chamber,
where a bath was prepared hung within and
without with linen and colored with rieh
cloths, into which after they had undressed
him he entered. While he was in the bath two
ancient and grave knights’ attended him ‘to
inform, instruct and counsel him touching the
order and feats of chivalry,’ and when they had
fulfilled their mission [’](‘..\' poured some of the
water of the bath over his shoulders, signing
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loday knighthood means nothing and the

eremony of conlerring 1t ocecuples about tw
inutes. The ceremony connected with the
onferring of the title was laughed out of
existence The titles themselves will next
suceumb to ridicule They mean nothing
onvey no honor, carry no privileges and are

refiec of the times when the ommon peopie
sted merely to supply the wants of their
titled superiors. Titles today convey no mark
of royal favor. The King has nothing to do
ith the distribution of titles except on the
Canada will be
the better if no more titles are granted to

dvice of his government

Canadians

ONE SIDED PROGRESS

During the past twenty years the world
has witnessed phenomenal changes and de-
velopments in practically every branch of
human activity. Invention and scientific re
search have achieved results which have heen
of untold benefit to the human race In in
ventions we have seen thousands of pemark
able labor saving devices brought 4ito popu-
lar use. The productive power of man has
It 38 estimated
that one man today has the prodlgtive pow
er of four men of one hundred Yeary ago
The discovery of eleetricity and its eontrol
have altered the relationship between indi
viduals and natiens and has advanced eivili
zation amazingly. The development of inter
national eredit has accompdnied the growth
of international trade and by bringing na
tions nearer to each other has enkendered
feelings of mutual good will. To enumerate
the other remarkable changes of the past
twenty years would be impossible. They are
within the memory of the present genera
tion Generous encouragement has been
given to research £nd invention, because the
henefits aceruing to mankind have been
without question. In this great advance in
civilization more has been done to forward

been inereased enormously
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During the last three weeks there has a
red very generally o the ountry pape:s
Iy I the West a2 series of articles
ing tl sample market system It is

ritten from the ralway point of view and

I8 evidently part of the ralway campaign

igainst sample market It points out
that the power of the raillways to handle the
rog will be reduced )»} 20 per cent. 1n the

event of a sample market
tablished We trust that the farmers of the

system being es

West will not take this railway argument
seriously. We fancy that even the establish
ment of a sample market will not prevent
each of the railwavs declaring a dividend of
at least 10 per cent., and in addition place
another ten per cent. Lo reserve, and boost
the price of their stock on the market. What
we need in this country is a reciprocal de
murrage law, then the railways will spend
some of the money they have gouged out of
e public in providing proper transporta
tion facilities

Because of a line published in a recent

The Guide reflecting on the action

! ate Federal Government in dissipating
our natural resources, one of our subseribers
in Alberta orders his subseription cancelled
He says he is a Liberal and will not stand
for this, but in a postseript he adds: ‘‘Other
wise the paper is all right.”” We would
suggest that if the subseriber himself is ‘‘all
right’’ except for two small threads in his
coat he must be a fairly decent sort of a fel
low after all Every little while a good
party man, either Grit or Tory, bobs up and
writes us a hot letter because we have re
flected in some way upon the idol of his wor-
ship. The sooner people get it into their
heads that both parties are playing a game,
that their chief desire is to hold office and
that they care mighty little for the interest
of the people then we may hope for some
reforms

The new Manitoba government telephone
commission has announced the revised scale
of rates. City business phones go up to £69
and residential to $30 per year. Rural ten
party phones are increased to $40 per year
The rates are effective from July 1. These
rates have been approved by the Public
Utilities Commissioner and are no doubt
final. The increase in rural rates is greater
than in the cities

We notice that an increasing number of
manufacturers are becoming colonels, cap
tams and other officers in the militia. This
1S a very serious matter, because if we had
a war and all these bold fellows rushed away
to make targets for the enemy our ‘‘infant
industries’’ would suffer
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