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BRIDGETOWN,
Written by her husband, the Rev. Geo.
Providence has deeply
ohildren,
thy companion. She died
Friday the 11th ult,
departure was sudden, but serene. When hurri-
'edly called from unquiet slumbere, which watch-
ing, weariness, and the loving counsel of the de-
parted compelled, we had only time to see her
breathe ber !ast ; there was no time to say fare.
well to the departing spirit, or, u‘ther no power
to recognize and return it.
Mrs. Armstrong’s health has been failing for
more .than three years,—indeed since I)ipl;rria
had visited and prostrated nearly every mem-
ber of our family ; all of them recovered, e}cept
one.. That period of affliction, anxiety and
watching, left, no doubt, a death mark on my
poor wife, which never wholly disappeared.
But throughout she manifested so much spirit
and energy, zeal and earnestness, for the wel-

A/lnnfon‘.

b MJ} and bore up so well under

I. iweduul Daviour, ang

s#._Us reposing, as it were, od his bosom, she was
perfectly resigned to L's pleasure, whether for
life or death. She had no raptures;—the battle
was too hard fought for that,—they could not be
entertained. But her resignation to the will of
her Heavenly Father was complete, and the
victory, I doubt not, was hers, through the blood
of the Lamb. I had, in the case of my com-
panion, a new demonstration of the power of
the Gospel—the faithfulness and love of God.
The discipline of a sick bed and converse with
death and eternity, brought out before her mind
with unwonted clearness and power, the ex-
ceeding sinfulness and deformity of sin, her own
pressing spiritual wants and her great respon-
sibility to God, the Searcher of all hearts. But
she found Christ's righteousness fully competent
to justify and cleanse her by faith, and his grace
sufficient to supply her richly with all spiritual
blessings. In hér last illness she felt as never
before the necessity and infinite importance of
being always prepared for death and judgment
—always clinging to Christ, and, as she said,
always doing our du/y in all things, and ming-
ling prayer with everything. Her sufferings
were 50 severe that she was deeply censcious
that if the work of preparation for eternity had
_" not been commenced before, it could nct in all
probability be undertaken when she required’
all her strength and attention to confront dis-

" ease, and struggle for life every moment. Her
views on this point came out in a tender and
forcible manner. At the close of a severe attack
she said to one of her children who had made
a profession of religion, and for whom she felt
much solicitude, that he should by a godly con-
sistent life adorn the doctrine of the Redeemer,
— 0O live near to God ;—a death bed is a poor
place for repentance.” Traly it is so ;—but how
I:ew", except the dying, believe it! In the view
of my departed triend, Christ is the supreme
source of bappiness,—the Sun that illumines all
the saint’s heaven. To a dear little daughter,
who with earnest and very hopeful faith had been
setting before her weak and sinking mother, the
happiness the latter would scon enjoy of seeing
and talking with her departed father and
mother, and ber own dear little Annie, &c., she
responded,—* Yes; but what is infinitely better,

1 shall see and converse with Jesus, my God
and Saviour.” Though we mourn, we yet re-
joice that she is now free from all earth-born
cares, sufferings, labours, and all temptation,
and not a cloud now intervenes between her
and the ever-to-be-ddored andl loved Saviour of
sinners. \
Mrs. Armgstrong wos the eldest daughter of
the late John Johnsoa, of Horton ;—she was
brought up under pious influenc:s, was punctual
In her atteudance at the houze of God, became
Ceeply serious when in Ler 24th ‘or 23th year,
sud was, it is believed, converted to God, about
that time, made profession of the change wrought
in ber scul, wus baptized by the Rev. Dr. Pryor,

in the Spring of 1843, and became a member of

the Baptist Church in Wolfville. In the Autumn

of the following year she was married and re-
sided subsequeutly in Chesteri and Port Med.
way ; from which latter place we removed in
the Spring of 1854 to Bridgetown, where the
greater part of her married life was spent, and
; the most important event of her life oecurred,—
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way, but did not make as rapid progresd as
devired. Quiet, unobtrusive,

tincere regard for religion, and desire for the
epread of the Gospel in ths world,

In connexion with piety from principle, Mrs,
Armestrong possessed some excellent q
for mentioning some

. which perhaps you will pardon me.

ualities,—

ARMSTRONG OF

. efilicted me and my
in the removal of my beloved and wor-
at Bridgetcwn, on
at 4§ o’clock, A, M. Her

/! its close. Up to the time of her last illness no-
thing very marked appeared in her ehristian
career, beyond the, fact that sghe held on her

she

; end reserved as
to the expression of her religious emotions she

yet felt much, and manifested in other ways

of the most prominers of

1. Good commnn rente,—a sound judgnient
which rarely was at {ault in the estimate, which
she formed of peuple, characier, conduct, and
circumstances.

2. A large degree of firmness. —which, if per-
Laps not always f.ultless, was generally exer-
cised in the right rpiri right erd

3. l)to—p gympaf},y for the poor, which when
ber slender means end tue pressing elaims of
ber own family, would at sll permit, showed it-
self in deeds of true benevolence.

. 4. Intenss devotiop ard self-sacrifice to 1'»
interests of her family. Sha laid herself out
for the benefit of her housenold,she greatly loved
her children, and laboured and prayed ea'rn*'i‘i}'
for their present and eternal welfare. The
power of divine grace was evidently seen in her
willingness to reeign us al} and depart hence, if
such were her Beavenly Father's will, theugh
for orr rakes sh

P\ '
', end to tt

e desired to remain with us a
lzv years lenger, if Ir.ﬁgim Wisdom &0 ordain-
ed.
5. In the management of housebold affairs
she weil understood, and faithfully practised
tru'e economy. With the small shd irregularly
P3id salariee—on which tco many people, having
at best only an i_mpovcri-htd and feeble christi-
seem, 1n their blawcful, 4f not biissful

nce, or hard and crue! covelousness, to
that a minister, his wife and children
ubsist, aod be and appear all that they
bf,—n proper economy is am esaential
l‘c in a minfster’s wife. Without it, all in
itation must perhaps suff:r much—but the
T himeelf most of ali—in epse, spirit,
influence and usefulness, With a straiten-
ry, and the increasing demands of a large
there is impoted on the minister's
jeavy burden, which taxes to the utmost,
dence, strength and faith. It is hoped
orm has alrezdy b-gun. With increas-
'ty in the members of oar ohurches, a
sense of obligation, and responsibility to
and his cause, a correct estimate of the
ess to be enjoyed, and the usefulnees to
ined in copsecrating sll to Christ and the
+ the burden that insufficient support im-
n 80 many ministers and their faithful
rions will be removed, or greatly lessen-
1 the mean time the Lord is not unmind-
these who eerve, or suffer for Him; and
time He will reward them accordingly.
seloved companiun, as her end approach-
sined grace equal to the day and moment.

ser gaze fixed on Christ and his cross, and | circuits

the efficacy of His sacrifice in ber own
ance, she feared not death. For this we
to feel deeply thankful to Ged.
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of the Branch Scciety, and that the following
be the Committee for the ensuing year :
T.A.S. DEwoLrr, Esq, Hox. S. L. SHANNON,
J‘. B. Morrow, Esq., S.H. BrLack, Esq.,
(;EOR‘GE R. ANDERsON, Jairus HART, Esq,
Esq., S. F. Barss, Esq,,
Jonx S8TARR.Esq, T. A. ANDERSON, Esq.,
M. H. RicBeY, Esq, W. M. HARRINGTON,
H. D. Frosrt, Esq., Esq.,
Josepn Berr, Esq.,, E. L. CoLEMAN, Esq.,
I. B. HamMBLEN, Esq., W. L. BELL, Esq.
HOx. J. H. ANDERSON, ) Treds
Geo. H. STARR, Esq., | r6ass
D. HENRY STARR, Secretary.

The following is the flnancial result of the
services :—

BRUNSWICK ST. CHURCH.

Collected after Missionary
Sermons,

Col. at Anniversary Meeting
including $100 ¢ as a thank
offering for success in
business,” - and $60 from
“ Nemo,” as continued
fruits of obedience to the
apostolic injunction, * lay
by in store as God has®
prospered you,”

Collected by Children of the

Sabbath School, 151 62—8471 97

GRAFTON ST. CHURCH.

Collected after Missionary
Sermons, ’
ol. at Anniversary Meeting,
including $20 from a fe-
male friend in acknow-
ledgment of the continued
%}o;;im-u and mercy of

throzgh another year,
Collected by Children of the
Sabbath School,

DARTMOUTH.

Collections aftér Missionary
Sermons and at Anniversary

$43 35

$£52 00
280 50
46 38—8379 388

$30 50
$881 85

Official Notice to Chairmen of Dis-
tricts.

DEAR BRETHREN,—At the last Couference it
was Resolved, “ That as the Committee appoint-
ed at the Conference of 1865 to consider and re-
port upen the best mode cf appropriating the
Grant, has failed to report at this Conference,
the said Commirtee shall reconsid er the subject
and report to the Committee of the Contingent
Furd next year.”

It appears- that the Brethren on dependent
are bearing a very unequal hurden of un-
provided for deficiencies arising froin the present
mede of dividing the Grant at the several Fi-

Her re- [ nancial District meetings. Therefore to enadle

fx:cm ea.rlb, is to ler an unspeakable and | the Committee who have this matt er under con-
ting gain; but to us who are berett it is | sideratfon—to report intelligently and satisfac-

great loss.

How the eight motherless torily—it is necessary that the Cbairmen of

n left to my care are to get along withbdut | Districts should, without delay, furpish the * Se-
ved ond faithfal counseller, guide and cretary of the Contingent Fund,” by mail, with
I know not ; but trust and pray that our | ful! copies of the apportionment at their respec-
ly Father will care for us and supply all | tive Finaancial District Meetings, showing

d ecccrdiog to his riches in glory by
fezus our Lord. Tbe funeral took place
:day the 14th of January. The Rev. N.
preached on the occasion a forcible, im-
2 aud faithful eermon, from Psalm cxvi.
Precicus in the sight of the Lord is the
f His sainte.” The word of the Lord af-
vs much comfort. The prajers of our
:n, and the songs of Zion, béfitting the
‘0 and 8o touchingly sung, tended to re-
ud 'ouch our hearte,

pressure of our effliction was lightened by

sympathy and kindness received from my own

vere blow which has fallen upon us.

tendant, who did all in his power for the relief
of my suffering friend and companion.

It remains for us to make the best possible
use of our bereavement, to promote our spiritual
and eternsal interests. Death and eternity seem
much nearer to us than befure, our accountabil-
ity much more solemn, impressive, weighty and
real, heaven much more glorious and attractive,
and Christ exceedingly more desirable and pre-
cious.

My this briel memorial of respect and effec-
tion to the Pastor’s faithful wife, companion,
friend and helper, be made a means of stirring
up some to greater z2al, diligence, faithfulness
and self-eacrifice in the service of Christ and his
Gospel! May God * s0 teach us to kumber our
days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom,”
and to live for eternity ! Till the light of the
Célestial City dawn upon us in its overwhelming
glory, we ehall often sadly, but hopefully sing :

“ Scon we shali met again,—

Meet ne'er to sever;

8Boon will peace wreathe her chain
Round us forever:

Our hearts will then repose

Secure from earthly woes;
Our songs of prase shall close—

Never,—no, never!"”

Bridgetown, Feb 1 th, 1867,

Ll
. 8vrscriprioN, Two DoLLARrs PER ANNUM, strictly
in advance The figures in connection with the ad-
dress show the time to which payment has been
made; thus, j 68 denotes the payment to be made to
January next; ju 67 to July next. All Methodist
Ministers in the Provinces are authorized Agents for
this Journal.

WEDNESDAY, FED'Y. 22, 1567.
Proceeds of the Halifax and Dart-
mouth Missionary Anniversary.

We were happy in being sble to reportin our
last issue the services of the Missiorary Anni-
versary in this city, so far &8 they had then been
held, as having been in every sense highly satis-
factory. The exercises and the public meetings
were sezsons of much delight and profit.  Tre
Dartmcuth meeting,beld onWednesday evening,
was scarcely less interesting than those of the
two previous evenings. Though of course the
attendence was smal'er, the surrcundings less
attractive, and the colicction less in amount,
yet the speaking was excellent, and the tone of
the meeting good. We are happy in being able
to report that the liberality offur Halifax friends
in previous years towards the Missionary work
of the church, has been well sustained at this
Anniversary,—the amounts being slightly in ad-
vance of last year. ThoPusual instances of sys-
tematic benevoler.ce, and the gratifying evi-
dences of eelf-denying effort by the youth of the
Sabbath Schools, ere still afforded.

We place on record, by request, the following
resolution passed at the Meetings, expressing
thanks for the aid rendered in the past year,
and appointing officers for the year ensuing:—

That the thanks of this Meeting be presente?
to the local Committee for the past year, to the
children of our Sabbath Schools for the hand-
some amount contributed by them, to the Col-

e e ———
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lectors, and to all who have aided the operations

1. Circuit Expenditure.
2. Children’s Fund Tex,
3. Circuit Receipte.
4. Grante, and
5. Unprovided for deficiencies.

I am, dear Brethren,

Yours very truly,
JaMES ENGLAND.

Ireland and Irishmen.
The Lecture on this theme in Temperance

,mpethy shown by ministers of my own and | Hall last week by the Rev. H. McKeown, won
other denomingtions in the vicinity, viz, Revds. | the very hearty applause of a large, respectable
N. Videto, J. Wallace, Wm. H. Porter, (Bap-|and appreciative sudience.
tist,) H. Daniel, George Miller, Thos. H. Davies, that the sons of the Emerald Isie receive very
(Wesleyan,) D. G. Gordon, (Presbyterian,) H.|doubtful compliments from those who profess
P. Almon, and H. DeBlois, (Episcopaliar); the | to treat of thejr Listory and character ; but in
first four of 'whom tcok part in the solemnities | tHis instance there was every manifestation of
of the occasion, while the rest testified their re- | fairness and impartiality.
spect and sympathy by their preeence.

It is often the case

Uhe lecturer did not

The | sympathize with those who regard the ancient

histcry of Ireland, including the accounts given

church and congregasion, aud from other friends | of the mission of St. Patrick, as legendary.
in neighboring churches, ard in other commu- | Avoiding the credulity which receives all the
nione, have helped us to bear up under the se- | marvellous and romaatic incidents which tradi-
To all |tion and early 1rish annals have banded down,
these ministers and friends we feel very grate- |yet it would be utter folly to stamp as unwortby
ful ; and aleo to Dr, Forsythe, our medical at-|of credence the sober, well-authenticated and

highly interesting records which Irish history
affords.

‘T'he unquestionable renowa of Ireland for her
early educational institutions was presented by
the lecturer at some length, and his statements in
regard to her preéminence in this respect are
fully borne out by the highest testimony. We
find the following in recent European corres-
pondence of one of our American contempora-
ries :—

“There was a time when lreland stood alone
for three centuries, from the 6:h to the 9:h, as

the light of the world and the asylum of the
learned of all natione,

When the Saracens overran the East, the
Schcol of Alexandria was broken up, and not a
faw of its teachers and students found s home
in Ireland. When the Huns, Vandals and
Goths overran Europe ard overthrew the Ro-
man Empire, the leading teachers with their
pupils found & welcome in Ireland. Daring

those three centuries already alluded to, the
schools of Ireland were the largest in the world,
as well as the most celebrated. The students
at Armagh, Lismoor,and Bangor often number-
ed from three to four thousand each.

Not only was Ireland the asylum of the learn-
ed and the light of Europe in that age, but
Irishmen were the founders and the teachers of
the great schools of Europe some of which con-
tinue to this day. They were the founders of
the Universities of Paris in France, of Pavia in
Italy, St Gall in Switzeriand, Wartzburg in
Franconia, and Luxieul in Burgundy.

Their missionaries penetrated as far North as
Lapland, and as far south as Italy—surrounding
Rome with & chain of living churches and of
lighted colleges.”

The eharacter of Irishmen was well vindicat-
ed from the charge of indolence sometimes
brought against them, and evidences were pre-
sented ot their thrift and industry, as furnished
on this Continent and everywhere in these Pro-
vinces. The bravery of Irishmen was sgt forth
by references to deeds of valour by British arms
on occasions when the blood of Englishmen,
Scotchmen and Irishmen flowed freely together
The generosity of the Irish, their veneration for
things sacred, their natural and ready wit, were
brought to view by striking illustration and by
humourous and appropriate anecdotes; and their
talent for poetry and oratory was shown by some
of the fines* examples which the English lan-
guage can produce. Choice specimens of Irish
eloquence were given, and passages read from
the productions of eelebrated Irishmen, as Burke,
Shiel, O’Congell and others, showing their un-
surpassed oratorical power.

The lecturer admitted that the Irnish, as well as
people of other lands, had their foibles, one of
the more prominent of which is a highly repre-
hensible rvstiessness and tendency to disquietude.
But Ireland’s grievances must be taken into ac-
count,—the oppressions of the past, the penal
laws und:r which she long groaned, her relig-
ious and political disabilities—these were suffic-
ient to make her feel that she was doomed to
wear an oppressive yoke. If she were restless,
she bad much of which to complain. The oc-
casions of disquiet were referred to in general
terms ; but they are familiar to every honest
student of Irish history, Ireland hashad to bear
several centuries of misrule. The systam of ab-
septeeism has greatly tended to her impoverish-
ment ; and where there is deep poverty it is not
surprising there should be discontent. The

nile meetings I have ever attended.

gives a letter from Mr. Chiniquy, from which we

A

ESta‘e Church burden, by which the great bu'k
;of the populstion are taxed to support the
i Church of a emall minority, is no small grievance.
{ It isno answer to this that State aid, to some ex-
; tent is rendered to Roman Catholics and to
| Presbyterians. The system is unfair, and maust
occasion dissatisfaction. Granted thatthe Church
of England has been a blessing to many thou-
sands in Ireland. But to how much greater an
| extent might she not have been rendered instru-
mental of good, had there existed in regard to
her no occasion of jealousy and hate. The State
Church system, whatever it may do for Eng-
land, has been a plague to Ireland, a hindrance
to her political, social and religious advancement-
Perfect religious freedom is desirable, no less on
moral and religious, than on other grounds.

Ireland, and administered wholesome counsel to
Fenian agitators, showed that the coursz pur-
sued by them must be injurious to Irishinterests,
and that the aid expected from Brother Jona-
than is not reliable ; only let the troubles of the
United States be well settled, and in a s‘ngle
day an army of Know Nothings would be likely
again to claim—* America for native Ameri-
cans—iten Paddy get out of the way.” .In-
stead therefore of a Fenian invasion, let Ire:and
seek, constitutionally and patiently, to have her
grievances redressed, and aim at the intellectual
and moral elevation of her people. Then will
she be proudly recognized as

*“ The first flower of the earth,
The first gem of the sca”

R —— -

t.J ohn Correspondence.
An esteemed Ckristian brotker in St. Jobs,
N. B. bes furnished us with an interesting ac
ccunt of services held in that city. We make
some extracts from bia letter, He writes, ““ The
Saturday evening meetings in Germain Street
School Room, commenced under your suspices,
are stili held, and with unabated interest.” The
brother informs us that Rev. Mr. Addy bad ac-
ceded to an earnest request ‘or special services,
by appointing a meeting for each afternoon, and
the result had been very gratifying. Tte atten-
dance increased, and the blessing of God rested
upon the people in quickening ard in eaving
power. Some have entered upon a life of plety
who previously were strangers to grace, and
many earnest christians have given themseives
more fully to God, and bave ris«n 10 a higher
spiritual life. The grest requirement, ** Holi-
ness to the Lord,” has been cnforced, aud the
Church is arising, and putting on her beautiful
garments -of walvation. The services have so
increased in interest and power as now to be
held both in the afternoon and eveuing of each
dey, and with greater speciality for the revival
of the work of God. The brother remarks,
* Holiness is power, and the secret of christian
advancement, is in the maintenance ¢f commu-
pion with Cnrist. In the meetirg last evening
a devoted soldier of the cross said that for
thirty-five years he had lived in the vrjoyment
of the perfect fove of God, and without ever
losing his evidence of this grace. Says Dr.
Chalmers, ¢ Holiness seen has a beauty and
power, which though silent, epe
quently of God and of duty
tongues of men or sngela’”

s more elo-
n could the

‘

-
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Sabbath School Missiopary Society

Mge. EpITOR,—The first Annus Meeting of
the Centenary Sabbath Sch?yg‘issiomu‘y So-
ciety was held in their Bcb6ol Room on the
evening of the 31st ult. The spacious rcom was
held to its utmost capacity, and eo many happy
faces I have seldom seen together. The Rev
James Eogland, Saperintendent of the Circuit,
presided and delivered a very interesting opening
address, followed by a short repert by the Secre-
tary. Treasurer, showing the doiogs of the
Society since its formation in March, 1865, and
stating they had collected and paid over One
Hundred Dollars up to that time.

One of the Superintendents then addressed
the Children, and illustrated his remarks with
appropriste disgrams. After which followed
very choice recitations by some of the scholars.
A Resolution was then moved by Master Skin-
ner and seconded by Mr. Taylor. Then more
recitations by scholars—and another resolution
moved by Master Knowles and seconded by
Master Jenkins in a manner that would have
done credit to older heade.

A collection was then taken up—amounting
to Twenty-six Dollars. A few more recitations
and a vote of thaoks to the friends ably moved
by Master McAndrews. The closing remarks
were delivered by Rev. Mr. Addy. The whole
was interspersed with very good singing.

The speeches and recitations were excellent,
it would therefore be invidious to mention names,
but it was a subject of remark by many who
had the pleasure of being present, that the man-
ner in which all performed their part, it would
be difficult to surpass. The meeting lasted
about 1§ hours, when the benediction was pro-
counced, and thus ended one of the best Juve-

A LOVER OF CPILDREN.

e

Letter from Rev. C. Chiniquy.

The last issue of the Presbyterian Witness

make some extracts : —

Ste. Anne, Kankakee Co., lllinois, Jan. 22, '67.
I cannot sufficiently thank end blets you and
our noble-t earted brethren and sisters of Nova
Scotia, for that valusble and so timely help. It
has come in a true time of need for our dear
young men who are preperiug themselves for the
preaching of the Gospel in the Maritime Pro-
vinces. Our humble Collegiate Institution has
never been 8o spiritually blessed as this year.
There are 170 nemes of pupils on our list. Yes-
terday, though it was a very cold day, I have
counted 127 atteading the different classes.

A few weeks ago, I could not refrain my tears
of joy, when visiting & Roman Catholic family,
who had resisted, till then, all my efforts to
take them out of Babylon, and bricg them to
Christ. The Mother, 8 woman of great intelli-
gence, told me :—“ I do kol know. what you
have done to my children (two boys and twe
girls) in your schoo! ; since eoms weeke, there
is cuch a change in them, that I can kardly ra.
cognize them—they are really quite different
children from what they were formerly. They
are 80 attective to their duty ; so respectful to-
wards me and: their father, they like 8> much
to read or even learn by heart the most inter-
esting pages of the beautiful Gospel books you
huve given them ! Last Sabbath, their father
and I, we told them to go to our Church. Byt
they didn't like it ; ihey preferred they said, to
attend your religious services ; at last they would
not disobey us, they went to Mass. As soon g
they were back, the elder boy in his name ang
in the name of his sisters and brother, told me :
Mother, to please you we have gone to hear the
Priest, and have attended his Mass. But we
have not understood a single word—it was all
in Latin ! Is it not 8 master-piece of nonsense
to keep us two hours in church, to hear prayers of
which we do not understand a eingle word | It i,
very diffexsnt when we go to Mr, Chiniqq,’,
church. There we understand every thing ; every
word from his lipl comes to our hearts; aad it

- e

The lecturer glanced at the secret societies of

is so pleasant to sing together the beautiful
French hymns they sing there, and to pray 10°
gether! in Mr. Chiniquy’s church, p ople kx‘u,w
what they say and what they do. Desr :\Xoi e,
we hope you will not be angry with us, if we go
to the church of Mr. Chiniquy; will you m:t
come with us there before long ? And my chil-
\ben, threw themselves info my &rms,
{pressed me on their hLearts, tock me b)‘ the
Ineck, gave me such sweet kisses, as beloved
| children only know bow t1 give. I caan‘o'. tell
§:)‘ou what I felt in that moment. I could not
answer them, end witk & very sign
she added, “I fear my children will dreg me
out of the Church of Rome and make a Protes-

dren,

tant of me.” g
Aud, last Ssbbatb, the Mother, t-urroun-(.e
dren, wes in our bumble chapel, sing-
es of tke Lord. Before long, Ihope,
whele family

by ter chil
ing the prais
by toe great mercy of God, that
will be et tre feet of Jesus and will feel bow
eweet it is to koow and love Him ! That is the
work of wur ecbool. I ought to eay of your
school here—for without you it would be shut.
Is that not truls the work of the Lord.  * ° ¢
As I told you, we have six yocung men who are
preparing themselves (o go and pre:;chv!o the
Acadiags, under the supervision of the d'..ﬂ':rc:n.
Presbyteiics of the Maritime Provinees, if they
« helped to study.

- ——

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost.
 Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost nat
many days hence.’—Acts 1. &

These, as they were among the last, so were
they among the best words eyer uttered by Him
whose lips were always full of grace and truth
They prcmised a great blessing soon to be be
stowed upon the primiti\;'e Church. And what
was this blessing? To this point I now ask the
reader’s attention. Having invest'gated this, we
may come intelligently to the questions, Is this
blessing promised also to us ? and if so, How may
we obtain it? To every Christian, this whole
subject is one of intense interest. May every
Christian reader appreciate it.

W hat blessings were promised to the primitive
Church in the baptism of the Holy Ghost ?

I answer, 1. Negatively ; not merely, nor chief-
ly, miraculous gifts. True, these were in their case
included, for the rcason that then they were
needed for particular use, as means of preaching
the gospel. And especially they were needed
to prove the presence and agency of the Holy
Ghost. The world desired a sign.  Chris ianity
was to be established in the first instance by mi-
racles. As Paul said, ¢ Tongues are for a sign,
not to them that believe, but to them that believe
not.”

But these were only temporary. appendages
of the Spirit’s baptizm; not the great, the chief
thing ; not the essential element. For, be it con-
tidered, the disciples had miraculous power, be-
fore, though somewhat less extensively. Again,
Chr'st taught them that these were comparative-
ly of small ccnsequence.  “In this rejoice not,
that the spirits are subject unto you: bu.t rathc}r
rejoice, because your names are written in
heaven.” So also Paul taught most abundant-
ly. See1 Cor. xii 14. The main drift of these
three chapters, is to show that miraculous gifts
weré of little worth, compared with other gifts
imparted by the Spirit. Ia his view, the great
fruit of the Spirit is love ; and this he deemed
above a!l price. This he held to be the true
baptism of the Spirit ; the greatest, the best gift
thereby conterred. Still farther, Christ taught
much respecting what the Spirit should do. See
John xiv. 16. Scarce any place, and no prom-
inence is here given to miraculous gifts. The
great work of the Spirit is to teach, reprove,
comfort and sanctify. But finally, we have the
testimony of history. We are permitted to stu-
dy the suhscquent lives ot those who received
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, and see what its
fruits actually were.  And no man can do this
candidly, without seeing something incompara-
bly greater and infinitely better than the gift of
tongues. It is perfectly incredible that the
baptism of the Holy Ghost should have meant
only or chiefly this. No, Christian reader, it
promised another blessing than that, better far,
and more enduring.
2. This baptism was not the grace of conver-
sion, or regeneration ; for the Apostles were con-
verted some years before. But God could make
them yet far more holy, and for this was the
Spirit given in holy baptisms.
If now we ask what blessings were actually
and chiefly intended by the baptism of the Holy
Ghost, we must seek the infallible answer from
the Bible, and chiefly from prophetic descrip-
tions of it, from Christ's representations, and
from the history of its effects in the lives of prim-
itive Christians.
For prophetic descriptions of it the reader
may consu't Isa. xliv. 3-5 ; and lii. 15; and Ezek.
xxxvi. 25-27, Chbrist’s instructions are found
chiefly in John xiv. 16, and Joha iv, 10-24, and
vii. 87-39, If the reader will study these pas-
sages careful'y, he will find very great stress laid
upon the work of the Spirit as a teacher. * He
shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance.” ¢ He shall testify of
Christ.” * He shall glorify Christ,” by revealing
his truly glorious character to the mind und
heart of the believer. These passagess alio
show that the Spirit shall reprove of sin, shall
comfort the fearful, shall sanctify the heart, shall
be a permanent, abu?iam, unfailing source of
spiritual good. Reader, can you conceive any
thing more precious than rivers of living water,
and these too within you—flowing forth from
your own soul, to bless others also? Do you
ask for blessings more permanent than “ a well
of water springing up into everlastiug life ?
Will my readers now turn with me for a mo-
ment to a short but precious chapter in the his-
tory of true religion?  We have it in the
Acis of the Apostles. It is the history of the
men who were baptiz:d with the Holy Ghost. It
will be remembered that at the time of their
baptism, they were already Christians of a cer-
tain sort—that they had followed Christ with
more or less devo'ion, for some three years
or more, and had apparently left all for bis
sake.  Sull they had many crude notions,
greal “ubc!ief, and nota little fear of man. They
were.sancnﬁed very parially. A mighty work
"':::‘:‘eél to be wrought in the'lr‘hearts. There
or a change more striking than even
tl‘mt of their first conversion, and the Spirit of
God can effect it. The Spirit comes. His sweet
and mighty effusions are shed forth on them all.
And .what are they now ? Their hearts are fill-
ed walh’love—.yes:ﬂllcd, absolutely FILLED with
love. The historisn tells us often that they are
of one accord, of one heart, and of one soul. See
ol ey b o .Sk o
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they bear tllle e lightning's wing
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ng forth in mighty,
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Saviour’s feet, and ‘have taken up his cross f‘"l

their crown of glory. '
And how marvellously, too, have their fears

vanished away. Where is he, that one amony
them who, a few days ago, quailed before a ser-
vant maid, and through fear of ill-treatment,
forscok his Master, and absolutely took his oath
that he did not know him ? Yes, where is he ?
He is brought before that very council wh'ch
struck such terror through his soul but yesterday.
Summoning all the dignity and mejesty of a Jew-
ish Sanhedrim, they fiercely interrogate him, to
know by what power he is acting. And does he
l quail now? No. The historian tells us (ha_t Pe-
| ter * filled with the Holy Ghost,” made his de-
! fence fearlessly, preached to them the Gospel ot
Jesusboldly, confounded them utterly,and finally
left them with this resistless appeal to their con-
| sciences : ©* Whether it be right in the sight of
God, to hearken unto you more than unto (.;od,
judge ye. For we cannot but speak the .lhmgs
which we have seen and heard. Such is one
feature of the change wrought in a soul “ filled
with the Holy GtLost.”

Let it be noted also, that this baptism of the
Holy Ghost filled them with great spiritual joy.
The.y « eat their meat with gladness.” They re-
joiee under threats and torture, and under a na-
tion's scorn: yea, even under the anguish of
stripes and the peril of death. And is this ro-
thing ?

Let the reader mark, also, their * singlesness
of heart.” They are no longer struggling to serve
both God and mammon. The question is not
with them as with so many in the Church to-day
—How much may we love and seek the honor
and the wealth of the world and yet not lose hea-
ven ? They have but cne thing to do, acd that
is, to serve their Lord. And this was the fruit
of the Spirit’s baptism. It cannot escape tbe
attentive reader’s notice that they were now pre-
pared to preach Christ with amazing power and
unparalleled scccess. No man not even malig-
nant enemies, could resist the wisdom and the
power by which they spake. How sublime the
spectacle of such power over mind ? And where
lies the secret ? Not in their learning—not in
their native talents—not in the glory of their
name—not in the fact that their hearers sympa-
thize with the subject! No, in none of these
things ; but wholly in the fact that they are fill
ed with the Holy Ghost. Their souls are glow-
ing with love, add faith, and truth. And God
is with them. God is in them. Therefore it is
that th&y can preach with resistless power. O!
when shall ari:e some other such, whose burning
lips shall preach the truth of Christ, and make
the proudest, mightiest sinners tremble ? O for a
countless host !

Once more, let (he readerremark that these
effects of the Spirit were abiding. It was not
the meteor's flash that broke a moment on the
vision, and sunk in thicker darkness. It was
rather a summer’s sun, that set not till it set in
death. Those Christians held on their way, like
the just man whose path is as the ricing light. It
is a lovely comment on the promise, * The wa-
ter that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springirg up into everlasting life ;” or that
othery “ Out of his belly thall flow rivers of liv-
ing water.” The history of what was done by
the primitive Church, proves conclusively that
taorough the baptism of the Holy Ghost, they
were sustained in a course of unabated zeal, end
faith, and love, and labor, as long as they lived.
O blessed egency !

Christian reader, have you not often sighed
deeply over the fick!eness ot your best affections,
the short durationy of your holiest states? O'!
you need the original,the genuine baptism of the
Holy Ghost. Ask yourself if this gift be not the
very thing you need, and worth more to your
‘soul than the universe besides.—Selected for P.
Wesleyan.

.o

An Age of Progress.
Dartmouth, Feb'y 19, 1867,

Dear MR. EDITOR,—We live in strange
times. The world moves rapidly, though Hali-
fax has been regarded as being behind the agei="
Strangers on coming to the city have said, “ Ob,
bow slow you are here. Why the very horses
show you are slow coaches.” But stop! we
bave found out the right track at last. We hail
the advent of a new era. We bave Robert
Burns aud T. Carlyle introduced by a Rev. Lec-
turer, as Reformers of the age ; as the preachers
of the ‘ Gospel—the gospel of reality,” as
though there was nothing real before ; and with
such a gospel, what can hinder the good people
of Halifax from advancing wonderfully P espe-
cially if the old foundations be destroyed, and
the old gospel truths give place to the dreaming
,of Coleridge and the rant of Carlyle. What a
bright and glorious day it will be! Andhow
the Rev. Lecturer will rejoice in it !
Bat Sir, we in the little town of Dartmouth
bave been roused from our slumbers by the ad-
vent of apother Lecturer, in the person of the
Rev. Chas. M. Gract, who, I believe, is brother
to the celebrated Lecturer in the city. Mr. Chas.
Grant delivered a Lecture last night on Mor-
monism, and the Ladies who attended the lec-
ture returned delighted that Mormonism was
not the demon they had supposed ; and if one
of the Apostles of Brigham Young were here, 1
know not what might be the result. Perbaps
the Lecturer would have helped him to s few
converts. :
The Rev. Lecturer said that Mormonisn was
the offspring, or the result of a Methodisi Re-
vival ; and if that be true what can it be but
good ; and if one wifeis a * good thing ” surely
the more, the b:tter ! But this may do very
well for the Men, but does it not degrade the
Women ? The, Lecturer thought not at all in
the way many peaple supposed ; and he drew a
comparison between the degradation of the Wo-
men in some portions of this Province and the
Ladies of Mormonism. He said he would ex-
cept the Ladies of this place, and of the City of
Halifex ; but that the poor Women of Picton,
snd of some parts of Cape Breton were very
degraded. O my Country ! Is this the condi-
tion of thy daughters! Is this the teaching we
have in our day ! And is there no one to rise
up in defence of the women of Nova Scetia ;
to burl defiance at the youth who would compare
you with the poor degraded creatures that in-
babit tte harem of Brigham Young ?
But stop, you have not heard the Lecturer
out ; he said the Mormons were a praying peo-
ple, aad this is no marvei if Mormonism be, as
the lecturer said, tte offspring of a Methodist
Revival ; but which I very much question,—
*“ They do nothing ” said ke, * without prayer,
and in this they put to shame a great mary
christians.” After this, what next ? Who will
be the next Reformer ? * I would not wonder ”
¢aid a respectable gentleman who heard the
lecture *“it Voltaire should be brought forward
next” Fine Reformers! Voltaire, Tom Car-
lyle, Joe Smith, Brigham Young! Who next ?
The world still moves. -

A CONSERVATIVE.

[We were scarcely prepared, we must confess,
for such an eccount, from a Pictonian, of the
condition of the women of his native county.
We have a higher idea of the influences of re-
ligion and education upon the social condition t

favors or frowns ? What for its honors? O,

they have laid them down with all joy at their

of the people of Pictou, than to regard Pictou |
women as being in any senge degraded. En.
P.W]
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It is a noteworthy fact that our Bock Coneer;
has from u very early period beeg the unm;
point of ‘American Methodism, Ip it more thay
any other institution of the Church oge coapge-
tionalism centres. It is the head—qot of 0.
thority but of influence—to which all other
institutions of the Church hold their severa}
more or less ex-centrical relaticng, lts onenen,
whether specially located at New York, or Cin.
cinnati, or Chicago, or 8t, Louis, or Pittbargh,
or Philadelphia, or Buffalo, or Boster, or 8ap
Fraucisce, most hanpily represents the utiity of
the connection % bich it also cherishes and intes.
sifier.  We doubt whether any other siogle
wgency has contributed so largely to the unity
and upiformity of Methodist doctrines 'sod
usages, as has its publishing joterests, or ¢he.
rished so much the esprit du corps of the whole
Church.”

Horace Greeley on tho Mormons,
Hon. Horace Greely delivered a lecture before
the Lee Literary Association, New Yoik, hiy
topic being, * Westward of the Mississippi
He dwelt st length on the curses being mpidly
developed by the great social evil of the Mor.
mons, polygamy ; and while he characterissd the
people as industrious and peacsful, and did not
question their honesty iu the profession of their
peculiar doctrines, he saw, he believed, in this
vice alone, the sure evidence of confusion and
ultimate ruin. Talk of love, bhe ssid, no men
that was not stone-blind, who saw the atone-
walls that inclosed the piison-houses of the
women, could assume that there was love among
these people.
the necessary law of such relations. Every day
further developed the truth-of this, The weak
thy were building higher walls. It was buts
repetition of the system which bad proven the
downfall of so many nations ; and in Utab, ss in
theee, either polygamy will be abolished, or
there will be many a bloody struggle. He had
met there the con of one who had once been »
wealthy merchant in New York, and an alder-
man when that position was not synonymous with
robbers. The son was not as wealthy s thefs-
ther had been. He had two wives, nevertheles),
and one of them was the daughter of the other/
lhe affair was looked upon as a malle
course by the saints, and be supposed, worked
as well as the three-cornered affair could be
pected to behave itself, until he weat home of®
day, and found the young one had dissppesred.
She had not been heard of when be (the _""
turer) had left, nor did he presume he bod sive®
recovered her. She preferred, no doubl, the
favors which were not divided with ker motber.
He had also, even smoog the m’“l’"..“
several not over happy in their marital relations,
—one who had among his wives WO of his
mieces; another whote two wives ‘he ws
modest) never spoke to esch other on ang oces-
sion, which made the house ratber swkward ¥
visitors. Only ! ithagine to yoursell, lﬂ‘ the
lecturer, a family of twelve children, with
or five mothers to bring them up i one bovee,
and you have as fair a start for bell upon earth
as you can well imagine.

Colonial o
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the Legislative Session. The (onfederstion
passed by the British Parlisment, “f’""'wd
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the maritime Provioces. As 8 plﬂ(}""m
scheme, the guarantes of the British boild'm‘
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be received by the next mail. o
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