
V

£70 THE WESLEYAN.
... A_

The Rev. J. Blackburn the» offered up special 
prayer on behalf of the refugees, at the conclusion of 
w Kich

The Her. J. Arundle announced that in order that 
the meeting might become better acquainted with 
their dear friends from Madagascar, the Rev. J. J. 
Freeman would in the name of the meeting proceed 
to put to them certain questions touching their per­
sonal religion, their sufferings, and their escape from 
Madagascar.

The Rev. J. J. Freeman then put the following 
questions in the Madagash language to Rafaraoavy. 
Her answers, as interpreted, are subjoined :—

Q. Whnt are your views concerning the love of 
God towards our world ? A. God’s great love has 
been shown towards our world in the gift of his be­
loved Son, who came down from heaven for the sal­
vation of sinners.

Q. Do you believe that you have in your heart 
love to God in return A. Yea, I trust that through 
the Holy Spirit whom God hasgiven, I have the love 
of God in my heart, so that I have come to Christ : 
lor without being drawn by that Spirit no man com- 
eth to Ch rist.

Q. What do you think of the condition of your 
countrymen who are not believers in our Lord Jesus 
Christ ? A. They are all dead ; they mdtber under­
stand, nor can they walk, and unless their hearts be 
changed by the Holy Spirit they cannot serve God.

Q. What is the design for which the Gospel has 
been sent to them ? A. To proclaim to them that 

T*nd said concerning his beloved Son, “This is my 
beloved Son, hear ye him and the declaration that 
“ Whosoever cometh to God by him shall in no wise 
be cast out.”

Q. What were your thoughts and feelings when 
accused by your servants and near to death ? A. It 
was not with me a matter of astonishment, because I 
recollected what the prophets and apostles had suf­
fered. Although I did not know but that l must die, 
i had a hope in Christ concerning everlasting life.

Q. Was there no sentiment in yourheart against 
those that accused you ? A. No, there was nothing 
to make me angry, but to awaken my grief for them; 
because what they did was without knowing God— 
without believing in the Saviour.

Andrianita was next interrogated.
Q. What was the word of God that first impress­

ed your heart, and led you to desire to serve the Sa­
viour ? A. The words that first impressed my 
heart and won upon me were these, “lie that lie- 
lie vetli on me shall have everlasting life “ Him 
that cometh unto me 1 will in no wise cast out.”

Q. Should you return to your own country, is it 
your desire to serve God while you live? A. Yes, 
that is my hope : not, however, that 1 have any 
strength of my own to do it, but trusting in the 
strength of Gud, my desire is to serve him as long as 
I live.

The Rev. Arthur Tjdman, after u long speech, 
moved—

That this meeting expresses its deepest sympa­
thy with the persecuted Christians of Madagascar in 
the accumulated sufferings they have sustained in the 
cause of Christ, and rejoices in the grace of God, 
which lias supported them in the hour of trial, and in 
the kind Providence which has protected in circum­
stances of extreme danger, those now present ; and 
confiding in the promises of God our Saviour, this 
meeting cherishes the devout assurance, that although 
obstacles may for a season impede the progress of 
his Gospel, presecution itself shall be made subser­
vient to the extension and purity of his church, and 
the ultimate universal triumphs of his kingdom.”

The Rev. Dr. Vaughan seconded the resolution, 
which was put and curried.
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The Rev. J. J. Freeman then proceeded to *t\%u 
rogate Raliarahamba, to the following effect

Q. Before the light of the Gospel came 
your countrymen, had they any hope in death 
any knowledge of the future ? A. No, they had no 
hope in death ; for they were silting in perfect dark­
ness ; they had no knowledge of God, or the way ef 
acceptance with him. 3

Q. How may wo be accepted, and pardoned and 
ved ? A. Through that which Christ hath -fana 

we obtain the forgiveness of our sins ; and throonfe 
love to God we rise to the enjoyment of life and 
piness ; and through believing iu the name of Christ 
we have life everlasting,

Razafy was next called upon :—
Q. You have come far away from yoor he 

your relations, you country—you are here in alaad 
of strangers what are your thoughts and feelinnsow 
about those you have left behindjyou f A. i baft 
relations and friends there, hut tlpey know not the 
Lord:Jthey know not the Saviour. It is not withete 
a matter of deep grief to make separation from them 
if they may he brought to know the way of salvation.

Q. Do you purpose to pray to God much that he 
would have compassion upon them and eave them? 
A. 1 have prayed, I wish to pray continually that Gad 
may have compassion on iriy friends and relations 
whom I have left in that dark land ; and my hope», 
that on returning I may be able to seek their aalve- 
tion by teaching them the knowledge of the tree 
God.

The Rev." J. Burnet moved, “ that in the afisetiag 
condition of Madagascar generally,!» the euçcem with 
which God bad been pleased to crown hie Gaspal 
in that Island, and in the sufferings and eaerileee if 
the native Christians, this meeting, deeply 
of the responsibility connected with their 
gious advantages, and meane of iv^-fwlsmea, 
nisesthe moat solemn obligations to •• ie-
nal devotedness, and pecuniary cottu lid
of the proclamation of the message ot uk,fuj » pi 
tribes and kindreds of the world.”

The Rev. Dr. Ross, (of Kiddermiaieier,)seceai*l 
the Resolution. ?

The Rev. J. J. Freeman then address ad the let- 
lowing questions to Ratoanarha :

Q. Your country is now the land of inartjrdpj^: 
there is the blood of the saints : there are many 
fering for the sake of Christ; hut will the Goepl 
spread?—A. There arc sufferings, there are tribe»- 
lions, in Madagascar ; hut the Christiane there aw 
confiding in God. God is stirring up their spirit, eed 
1 do not fear that the Gospel will spread in tM* 
country.

Q. Can your Queen overthrow the Gospel—tu> 
she overthrow the Kingdom of the Saviourin Made* 
gascar ?—A. No ; our Queen can do no more the* 
she is permitted of God to do. With him reste *•* 
supreme power; she cannot hinder the progrtee*» 
the Gospel.

Q. Do you believe, from your own knowledge, 
that there are many in Madagascar who, emidlt *» 
tribulations, are yet persevering ? A. Yee, thee* 
arc now to the full 170 with whom we havebeeeio 
the habits of visiting and conversation, and who ere, 
amidst all tribulations, in the strength of God, de»r‘ 
ous of persevering.

The Rev. J. J. Freeman informed the 
that this young man was of the highest rank ef 
lity. He did not mention it because he placed ahig 
er value on the soul of a nobleman then on the 
of a slave ; they had been redeemed by the ee®* 
blood ; but it was interesting to know that an 
hail more or less come under the power of the 
pci. ç,

Andriunomunana was asked by the .8„n<j|
man whether he had asingle word to say to the u


