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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.

1f we only knew how much our actions
in supreme moments of life-—in times of
erises —depend on the little thoughts
and acts that preceded them, we should
keep vigilant wateh on the little foxes
that make their way through the gaps
in our hedges. I is the carelessness of
venial sins that make mortal sins easy.
We in this world are like the violin in
a great orchestra, Il we are not
kept in tune we lose in fineness of
omality, and when the great leader of
tais wondrous earthly orchestra waves
his baton, we are found wanting; we
make discord. To be at our best
always, we must keep ourselves in tune
with the best of the instruments near
wi. And the best of these instruments
aragood books. Maurice Francis Kgan,
“‘Leotures on Knglish Literature."’

Ap Kxample of Fidelity to a Sense of Duty.

The trolley car was crowded. I was
ene of the men jammed together and
eompelled to stand. Back of me were
twe young fellows who beguiled the
tefium of the ride by means of conver-
sation. They talked of this and that,
one topic suggesting another, grave or
may, business or personal, just as chat
wil go. Finally, the younger said:

*Is it true that oar friend Hamilton is
about to resign his position and go back
bome?"’

“Yes, it is true, and in one way it'sa
pity, for he has an excellent situation,
with a good firm, and would be sure to
riwe."’

“Why does he throw it up?"

“Because ha's endowed with an old
fashioned conscience that gives him a
sense of duty. It's a mighty unpleas-
ant thing at times for a man to have who
!5 set on getting ahead, but the man
who has it and is faithful to it, makes a
sterling character. It is one of the best
things about Hamilton, and on aceonnt
of it you can depend upon himevery
time to do the right thing, as soon as
ne sees it, cost what it may."’

“What's his conscience got todo with
riving up a fine position 27,

“1v's almost asgoodasa story.,  Ilam-
ilton’s home is in a country town a hun-
dred miles or so from here, [lis father
owns adry goods store and does a nice
ittle business.  Bat, of ecourse, it never
will amount to more than a decent liv
ing for a family., The father wants
Hamilton to stay there, help him run
the shop while helives, and earry iton
after he's dead—a sort of Dombey &
Son idea on a small scale."

“*Well, why doesn't he do it?

“That's just what he's made up his
mind to do. But it was a hard pull,
snd il there hadu't been a well-trained
and strictly-obeyed coanscience to back
up the paternal wishe:'. Hamilton
wonld bave made a career for himself in
this city.”’

“It looks silly."

% 40, I don't know abont that.
does look dutiful and therefore most
meantiful in these degenerate days of
aclfishness and greed. You see, Ham

ilton is the eldest of the children, and
ke's 22, Then come three girls, and
fmally a little chap of ten years. There
were two that died. The old gentleman
who has an incarable disease, and is be-

ginning to fail, always put down in his
plans that his big boy should carry on
tho business and keep up the home for
the mother and the girls.”’

“*And what about marriage?'’

““Oh, Hamilton hasn’t come to that
wridge yet, and therefore will not worry
about it now. When he has to cross it,
ne'll probably find that the way will be-
come clear. But I'm getting ahead of
my story. When Hamilton disappointed
his father's expectations by seeking
employment in the city, the old gentle-
man was greatly shocked. His main
prop had given way. Hisarrangements
were all kxnocked into sixes and sevens.

Jut the young fellow, by going to col-
lege and by traveling during vacations,
had gotten an outlook into a broader
life and felt an ambition to achieve a
fortune. 8o coaxing, pleading and
scolding had no effect on him. He
couldn't see that he was needed. One
of his sisters was acting as both clerk
and bookkeeper. His father's malady
was unknown to him then and it had
not, and has not yet, taken a serions

tarn. That concealment of a painful

ailment by the father shows that our
friend has his “‘grit"”” by inheritauce,

He could see that the business would

maver produce a profit more than suflic-

But it

ient for a comfortable liviag for the
family. e had his own future to look
after. Why should he stay.”

‘‘Exactly, why should he stay and
why should he now return?'’

“To that question he could see only
sue answer eight months ago when he
obtained his present positicn. There
was something of a ‘flare-up’ at home
before he left. He has not been back
there tince. He has had few letters
irom here probably because he didnot
answer promptly or cordially those that
came. We all feel sore when we're
hart.”’

“What made him change his course?’’

“A combination of three things—a
letter from his mother, teiling him that
Ris father was beginning to fail visibly;
the chance reading lately of the para-
ble of the Prodigal Son, in which tho
words—*‘I will arise and go home to my
father’’ seemed to barn themselves into
his memory, and a personal invitation
from his favorite sister for him to spend
@hristmas at home.’’

*Well, why should he stay?"’

“Because his parents wish him to do
s0. The old law of obedience. The
fourth Commandment that most young
wen imagine doesn’'t concern them atter
they reach theirmajorjty, and, by Jove,
a long time before that. It came to
him like a flash, so he told me. His par-
ents needed him. For their sakes, he
would give up the career on which he
had just entered. They had reared Lim
through long years to be a comfort to
them, They had madesacrifices tosend
him through college. They had built a
hope that he would be their stay in old
age. And he had dissappointed them
and forsaken them with the purpose of
amassing riches. Was money worth
wore to him than the happiness of his
people? Was the love of his father not
to be taken into account? Nor his
friendship? Could his extra pay and
prospects compensate for the ill-feeling

and himself?"

“That’s rather sentimental, isn't it?"’
“Yes, very much so, and it was senti
ment that brought Christ down from
tleaven into the stable at Bethlehem,
wasn't it?"’

**Well, that is—yes, I guess you're
right."’

**Besides Hamilton saw, even in the
short eight months that he has Dheen in
the whirl of the rush and competition
of life in a big city, that an established
and fairly prosperous business, without
worry if without exscitement, has its
compensations. He has seen some of
the wrecks made by the strain in the
in the struggle for existence here. He
has already had dealings with two
houses that have since become bank-
rupt. He perceives the tendency to
monopoly, to trusts, to operations, by
vast aggregations of capital to the oblit-
erations of the many small dealers.
And, besides the longing for green
flelds, and birds and the fresh air, and
the sunshine in the open air, is still
stroog in his breast.”

“Bat the country is so dull and those
little towns give me the creeps, they
are so flat and monotonous.”’

“0, I don't know—home is where the
heart is. And where there is a home.
with friends, and peace, and love, and
a fair pleaty, what more can man desire,
or at least obtain anywhere? Besides,
modern improvements have revolutiou
ized life. Tne railroads will carry you
one hundred miles in about three hours.
The telegraph and the telephone have
helped steam to annihilate space. You
ought to see the crowds that come to
town by train every night to attend the
theatres. 'I'hen, the cheapness of books
and magazines, the rural routes and the
low rates of postage, the prevalence of
education and the wondertully expert
processes by which glorious pictures are
pnotogaphed and lithographed and
scattered among the millions, make it
almost a matter of indifference where
one lives, so far as real advantages are
congerned, provided, of course, one does
not go off into the wilds.”

“No Hamilton has made up hismind?”’
““Yes, it was on!y yesterday that he
saw his daty clearly. He will go home
for a while. Taen he will retura
to work here for a month to give the
firm due notice. After that, he'll shake
the dust of the city from off his shoes
and betake him to the paternal store.
And who kpnows bat he may turn out to
be the John Wanamaker or the Marshall
Field of his village. And who knows
what this discipline may mean for him?
And who can tell how Providence will
reward him for his fidelity to his sense
of duty? lle is young yet and life is all
before him. Ten years, fifteen years,
wil! not count against him yet, in the
race for riches, so long as he is growing
daily in experience. Perhaps the nar-
row path that he has taken will open up
into auunexpected avenue—a boulevard
—to wealth."”

“Why, you're talking like a preacher
now."’

**No, I'm not in it there. All the
preaching was done by the Prodigal Son
or rither by his few words—*I will
arise and go home to my father.”” And
can't we imagine the joy of that home
—the reconciliation of the son with
the parents, the mother’'s radiaat face,
the father's quiet satisfaction, the
sunshine of the girls and the
wonder of the little chap at the to-do
that is made over the home-coming of
his big brother? Above transitory con-
siderations will be the assurance that the
reunion is to continue and the happi-
ness to keep on to the end.”

Just at this point, my destination
was reached and I had to get off the

car. In my heart, too, I admired the
uuknown Hamilton and approved his
decision. In my heart, too, I liked the

friend who could enter into his feelings
appreciate his motives and vindicate
his course. For them bosh I uttered a
heartfelt wish for a very happy New
Year.

Some Helpful Thoughts.

We are never so good as when we
possess a joyful heart.—Golden Sands.

To take life as God gives it, not as
we want it, and then make the best of
it, is the hard lesson that life puts be-
fore the hmmnan soul to learn.

With the brave the sun sets at last
upon all earthly expectations, but only
to rise upon another sphere of hope
The star of hope may sink below the
horizon, but it has never yet gone down
into a grave.—Charles F. Goss, D. D,

1t is impossible to be jast ifone is
not generous.— Abbe Roux.

However good you may be, you have
faults ; however dull you may be you
can find out what some of them are:
and however slight they may be, you
had better make some-—not too paiafal
but patient—efforts to get rid of them.
—John Ruskin.

1t is not the circumstances of life that
trouble or weigh upon us ; it is the way
we take them.—A. P.Call

Joy carries a divining rod, and dis-
covers hidden fountains.—Rev. Henry
Van Dyke.

It is God's law that nothing can be
added tooar treasures that we wrong-
fully take fr.m others.

Cultivate the habit of praise. Look
for the good traits in your acquaint
ances. Don't be afraid to pay merited
compliments. The honey cf speech is
sweet and leaves a precious memory.—
Catholie Columbian.

It is a good thing to get an education,
or to gain a fortune, if honestly done,
or to get honorable fame; but the tri
umph of nobility and the vietory which
inheres in a spotless character are
greater than all else.

The Children of Mixed Marriages,

M. Jean Jaurves, the leader of the
Socialist Party in the French Chamber
of Deputies, keeps hoth his elder
daughters in one ot those very convent
schools that he and his followers are
persecuting. The explanation given is
that his wife is an earnest Catholic with
a will of her own. A woman of that
kind always minimizes the evils of mar-
riage with a bad Catholic or a Protes-
tant.
mixed marriage or of a vicious father if
their mother has no Catholic convic-
tions and no fear of God.—N.W. Re-

that had come up between his parents

But God help the children of a

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.
STORIES on_fmr. ROSARY

By lLouisa EMiLy DOBREER

The Crowning of our Blessed Lord With
Thorus.

CYRIL'S WISH,

There was supper instead of a late
dinner all through the holidays, and
when the housemaid had opened his
valise and taken out his possessions,
Cyril shut the door and got ready with
very unaceustomed feeliogs of trepida-
tion, Ie was extremely angry with
himself for not being as self possessed
as usual, and started just as his aunt
would have done when a thud came to
the door.

“ I thought you wouldn't know your
own way down,' said Bob, with a sus-
picious twinkle in his eye.

Cyril’s heart rose at the unexpected
kindness, aud thanking his eousin with
a heartiness that arose from a genunine
sense of relief, he accompanied him
down the wide staircase.

*‘There, in there,'’ said Bob, indicat-
ing a large room where the door stood
ajar ; and as Cyril opened it farther,
down came a waste-paper basket filled
with rubbish on his head, followed by
shrieks of laughter simultaneous with a
duet of barking and excited leaps of
the dogs.

Cyriljtried to laugh but failed utter-
ly, and Mrs. Dering entered at that
moment not one whit disconcerted at
the papers strewn over the drawing-
room floor.

*“ Up to your tricks as usual,”” she
remarked, calmly lifting up her dress

as  she made  her way over
the disorder. ** Too bad of them
the first night, Cyril, I will protect

you ; come and sit by m>s and tell me
about Switzerland —fancy, [ have never
been abroad in my life ; oh, yon want
a brushing, is that it ?—in the hall yon
will find a bruosh, [ believe, I can't
say positively, for things have a way of
rambling in this abode.”’

The gorg sounded again jast ag Cyril
had brushed off the remains of the rub
bish, and then they all sat down in the
long dining room, and he noticed Bob
wink at Phil as he made the sign of the
cross at his grace.

Cyril was very silent all through
supper, and had very little appetite.
His aunt tried to make him talk but he
seemed shy, and so after a while she
lett him alone, and tne conversation
proceeded among the rest. Cricket
and games generally seemed the ab-
sorbing ioterest, and much that they
said was perfectly unintelligible to
him., The moment supper wais over
every one went out again, Cyril was
taken up to the narsery to have a peep
at baby asleep in her cot, and as he
was tired from his long journey he |
thanktully asted on bis aunt’'s sugges-
tion that he should go to bed early.
Locking his door, Cyril knelt as
usual for his prayers, and, tired as he
was, said his ten decades of the Rosary
which he had done daily ever since he
could remember. It was all so strange
and new, the past few hours seeming
more like years in duration, that there
was acalming influence in doing what he
was accustomed to doing, and when he
had finished he noticed a small table
near the fireplace where he decided he
wo! ld place his erucifix and images the |
next day. He had forgotten to ask |
where the church was, but he would do |
80 on the morrow. |
Getting quickly into bed he drew up |
his feet as fast as they had suddenly [
gone down to find he had an apple-pie |
bed. Another trick ! There was no
help for it, up he must get, and re
lighting his candle make the bed again,
and as he did so he could hear the
chuckles of his tormentors outside his
door.

“ Aunt Dora, where is the church ?"
he inquired the next morning, as he
found himself after breakfast alone
with his aunt.

*¢ Just oatside the back lodge gate.
The boys will show you the way ; it is
only half a mile off.”

** Is there daily Mass 2"’

“ Yes, at eight—why, do you want to
go 2"’

“1 always do go at home,”” said
Cyril.

** I am afraid we are none of us very
pie,”” said Mrs. Dering with a laugh,
“ but of course there is nothing to
prevent your going if you wish it."”

“ 1 should like it said Cyril de-
cidedly, and the next morning he went.

Plenty ol chafl awaited him when he
came into breakfast, and he bore it all
with a kind of superior way which
served to egg on the others. * You
don’t eatch any of us in the week, you
bet,’’ said Ber.

¢ Perhaps he is going to be a monk,"
said Bob without waiting for an answer,

“ Do you really want to go more
than you must ?'’ asked Jennie, who
was as thoughtless as the rest.

** No accounting for tastes,’
Phil.

¢ Beastly bore having to go at all,”
said Bob. ‘I don't go more than
days of obligation and—

do that, my boy, while you are under
this roof,”’” remarked Dr. Dering look-
ing up from his newspaper.

“ Yes,”” said his wife ; * why of
course you must all be good and never
miss your Masses of obligation.””

Cyril had not been long at Holme-
wood before he quite settled in his own
mind that as far as religion was con-
cerned the family, boys and all, did
what they were obliged to do and not
anything more. The sweet-toned bell
of the pretty church sounded for daily
Mass, none but Cyril ever going, and
as for Benediction on Sunday or week-
day that was evidently unheard of.

It was certainly a rovel atmosphere
for the boy, and at first he felt quite
bewildered. In his Ttalian home
had heen somebody, at least in the es-
timation of his aunt and iriends, while
at Holmewood he seemed always at a

| disadvantage,

accustomed was he to being among
eral behavior astounded hiwm.

giving back as good as she received;

each other the plainest truths in strong

“ You may be pretty sure that you |

he |

His musical talents at
home had been appreciated, while here
no one cared a pin about music, and
the only effort made in that direction
was by Phil who twanged a banjo now
and then as an accompaniment to what
Cyril privately considered rather vul-
gar songn, He was very foreign in his
ways and ideas, and thus in great con-
trast to the boys who were John Bulls
to the back-bone, with a fine contempt
for anything not essentially British.
Then too Cyril at first hardly under-
stood their slang and way of speaking.
Chafl was incomprehensible to him, and
he was very slow at seeing a joke. He
knew his aunt would be horrified at the
slang the boys and Jennie talked, and
he determiued not to copy it. So un-

young people, that their ways and gen-
Jennie
took her share of banter and chafl,
all four had a rough, bluff way of speak-
ing among themselves, and apparently
wera continually sparring. They told

nervous Bnglish, which left no room for
doubt as to what they meant. They
played tricks, bullying and teasing one
another, and yet under it all was the
most perfect amity and general good
understanding between them. They
were all extremely attached to each
other, hut hid thelr feelings under this
rough and ready demeanor that they all
understood perfectly well but which
shocked Cyril inexpressibly. Ie erim-
soned with disgust when he heard
Jennie call Phil a ** beast,’” and grew
cold with alarm when Bob and Ber had
a good tussle to decide who shounld row
stroke oar on the lake.

Cyril was perfectly irresistible to
these boys and Jennie, who were much
too thoughtless and tactless to see
when a joke had gone too far and how
much needless pain they were inflicting.
They played all sorts of tricks on Cyril;
they chaffed and teased him—particu-
larly about religion—they hid his things
turned his room topsy-turvy, and played
every conceivable p k they could
think of upon him. Murs, Dering smiled

g
setly at it all and did not interfere,
ile her husband privately thought
that the experience would do Cyril no
end of good-and take a little of the
priggishness cat of him.

*“ Brought up at poor Helen's apron-
string, he isn't half a boy,”" said Dr.
Dering to his wife. ‘““Ought to go to
Upside and get knocked about about a
bit, mix amongst boys, and then some
thing mwight be done with him, poor
lit man."’

TO BB CONTINUED.
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A Sketeh of the Third Century, by
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during the time that it takes to hatch and brood their chickens to pay
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CHATHAM INCUBATOR?
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to purchase Gold Dollars
at forty cents each,
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UNDERTAKERS AND KMBALMERS

113 DPundas Strees
ProNs 080
w3

D. A, STEWART
Successor to John ‘I Stephenson
Fanersl Dircotor and Embaimer
Charges maoderate, Open day and

vight. Resldence on nmm-«-{;
104 Dundas St. "Phone 459
Gro. K. Locan, Asst. Manager,
Fifteen Years' Experience,

[BSURANCE (0. OF CAHADA.

HEAD OFFr
TORONTO, O‘N'g.m
FULL GOVERNMENT DEPOSIT

Losses Pald Since ()vmlv tl
I:na(m-ss in Foroe, - e ?n. .ﬁxi.lil?)g'.ath
Ansels . . .
3, #38,000,%
Hown. Joun DRYDRN, Gro. GrLuimy
President, Vice-Fres

WADDINGTON, Boc. and Managing Direcks

D. WrisMiLLgl
Suok.  Joun Koy

R, } Inspechess

OKREFES

Is the best made
'v During the last few

monlhs & great many
eocallid Liguid Kx

tracts of Malt have been
placed on the market
and sold at prices for
which it would be im-
possible to make a genu
R ine Lquid Extracy of

i Malt, If you want the
boeot ask for ' O'Keefe's,’
upon getting

3. per bottle ;
ozen  allowed
empty bottles when
7 returned.

JOD, Wholoesale I)rngm
TORON"™"

LLwYD WG

Farm Laborers

TR AEDVS SN
Farmers desiring help
for the coming season,
should apply at once
to the Government Free
Farm  Labor Bureau.

Write for Application
ROTIN O e B ikt

THOS. SOUTHWORTH,

Director of Colonization, TORONTO, Ont

Thorold Cement and
Portland Cement

For building purposes of all
kinds including Churches,Schools,
Houses, Barn Walls and Floors,
Silos, Root Houses, Cistorns, Pig
Pens, Hen Houses and Sewers,
Tile, Abutments and Piers for
Bridges, Granolithic Sidewalks,
in fact, for all work that it is
possible to do with cement,

WHOLESALE IN OCAR LOTHE ONLY.

Estate of John Battle
THOROLD, ONT.




