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THE FRENOCH CONCORDAT.

The Roman correspondent of the
Paris Figaro sent recently a communi-
eation to that paper in regard to the
views of the Holy Father Pope Pius
X. on the denunciation of the Concordat
which is likely to be taken into con-
sideration soon by the French Chamber.

The Combes' government has not to
the present moment deemed it advis-
able to break up the Concordat entirely,
thongh it has violated it notoriously in
many ways, to such an extent as to lead
any third party to the expectation that
the Pope would wish it to be dissolved,
and might even declare it to be dis-
solved.

The Figaro correspondent does not
profess to have heard from the Holy
Father himself any expression of opin-
jon on the subject of the desirability
or indesirability of the denunciation of
the Concordat, but he is known to be
quite intimate with the oflicials of the
Vatican, and being well informed in
such matters, he is in a good position
to speak with knowledge of the Pope's
sentiments. e asserts that Pope Pius
X. is of opinion that the Concordat
fetters the French Church  to
an unwarrantable degree, and, in fact,
practically strangles it by restric-
tions. IHe thinks that there is
an excessive inequality in favor of the
State, yet he will not raise difficulties
or questions in regard to its applica-
tion. So long as it does not interfere
with the principles of the Church, he
will even make all possible concessions,
but he will go no further, and will un-
compromisingly resist all attempts to
interfere with the exercise of the rights
and duties of the Supreme Pontiff.

He has no intention to provoke the
threatened denunciation of the Con-
eordat, but should the French Govern-
ment or the Chamber denounce it, the
Holy Father will not consider this to
be an unmixed evil. It would be fol-
lowed by a terrible crisis in the French
Church, but this would be a crisis of a
momentary character out of which the
Church would come triumphant and
stronger than before. It is certain,
however, that the Pope has his mind
made up as to what he will do should
the circumstances arise, and he will not
allow himself to be swayed by outside
inflaences.

The matter may well be left with
eonfidence to Pope Pius X., who willas
sarely comport himself with due dignity
and regard for the liberties of the
Church as he did on the matter of the
episcopate, and France itself will suffer
more from the denunciation of the Con-
eordat than will the Church, which has
passed triumphantly through greater
difficulties than the threatened denun-
eiation will be,

RELATIONS BETWEEN
TURKEY AND RUSSIA.

YHE

[t has been announced that the Rus-
sian Government, through its ambassa-
dor at Constantinople, has asked the
Government of the Turkish Sultan for
permission for the Black Sea Russian
fleet to pass through the Dardanelles to
the Mediterranean Sea. The purpose
of this demand is evidently to give the
Black Sea fleet an opportunity to unite
with the Baltic fleet to form a strong
foree to go to the scene of war to rescue
from their perilous position what will
remain of the fleet now bottled up in
the far East,

The Turkish Government, it is said,
has refused consent, except on condi-
tions which we cannot reasonably sup-
pose Russia will acocept. The Porte

asks that Russia shall withdraw from
phe agreement with Austria to enforce

reforms in the governmental adminis-
tration in Macedonia, and a cessation
of the massacres in that province.

Turkey asks not only that Russia
shall allow her to settle the Macedonian
trouble in her own way, but that the

latter power shall assist her should
Austria or any other powers dispute the
Sultan’s decisions,?

So far, it is said, Russia has rejected
the Turkish proposals as preposterous,
but she has renewed her request to
Turkey, and very probably this renewal
is accompanied with some covert if not
openly expressed threats. But the
British diplomaey at Constantinople is
said to be active urging the Porte to
be firm in refusing consent to any such
breach of the Berlin treaty, and it is
expected that Turkey will remain firm
in its attitude of refusal to comply
with the Czar's demand.

It would be undoubtedly a breach of
neutrality by Turkey to allow the pas-
sage of the ships, if she can help her-
self, and Great Britain is naturally
greatly opposed to the granting of the
desired permission, which would be as
much as to say that the Berlin treaty
whereby it is forbidden to allow foreign
warships to pass through the Darda-
nells, is but waste paper.

Russia does not want the warships to
pass through at the present moment ;
but if she were assured that they would
beallowed to pass when they are needed,
she would wait until the Baltic fleet is
thoroughly ready for service, and then
the Baltic, Black Sea and Mediterran-
ean squadrons could unite and consti-
tute a formidable armament for the re-
trieving of the naval losses already in-
curred by the fleet of the far Kast. If
the three fleets were to go to the scene
of action separately, the Japanese could
destroy them piecemeal ; but combined
they could not be dealt with so easily.

Should Turkey and Russia come to an
understanding whereby the Russian fleet
could reach the Mediterranean, it is
not sure what action Great Britain
should take, on account of so glaring a
violation of the Berlin treaty. France
was a consenting party to this treaty,
but her partial alliance with Russia
might induce her to shut her eyes to a
violation of it by her ally. Italy and
Germany might not deem it a duty to
interfere in a matter wherein their in-
terests are not directly concerned.
The conclusion is that Great Britain
could probably be left alone to make
objection, if objection there is to be.

Whatever Turkey might be disposed
to do if Russia had not on hand a
war which will require all her re-
sources to meet it, as there is such
a war now going on, it is believed that
the Turkish government will be bold
enough to refuse Russia’s request and
to go on with its policy of extermina-
tion against the Macedonians, even
with the certainty which is almost ab-
solute that it will have also on hand a
war with Bulgaria, and perhajs some of
the other small Balkan powers which
may throw in their lot with the Mace-
donian revolutionists.

It is expected that as soon as the
severe part of the winter is over,
the revolutionists will make a new
effort to throw off the unendurable
Turkish yoke.

e
QUEER PEOPLE.

The Grand Orange Lodge of Ontario
West held its annual meeting in Brant-
ford last week. The members gave the
usual exhibition of their fondness,
theoretically, for civil and religiou®
liberty, while we all know that in prac-
tice—well, that is quite another thing,
We are told that $25 was voted to
the Tmperiai Protestant Federation of
Britain to assist in the fight against
Ritualism and to help in returning Prot-
estant candidates to the British Parlia-
ment. His Worship the Mayor of
Brantford, we are told, was given an
enthusiastic reception on appearing to
present an address. He said they all
recognized the order as a body of men
organized to maintain civil and relig-
ious liberty, and he wished the Orange
order long and continued prosperity.
May we not ask : If the Orange order
sends a sum of money to the Old
Country for the purpose of having only
Protestant candidates elected to Par-
liament, how can it be claimed that
it is a body of men organized to main-
tain civil and religious liberty? The
condition of affairs in the North of Ire-
land, where Orangemen predominate,
is a standing proof that they are ene-
mies of civil and religious freedom. A
Catholic will not be permitted to
occupy any publie position if they can
provent it. This is notably the case in
the city of Belfast as also in that Can-
adian Belfast, the city of Toronto.
The deliverance of the Mayor of Brant-
ford is a most ‘extraordinary one and
he should apologize for the insult he
has offered to the intelligence of the
community. It is a nice thing to be
complimentiry to visitors, but compli-
ments should not be given at the ex-
pense of trath.

Lifo holds no blessing of greater

value than a clear conscience.

THE EDUCATION OF THE OOL-
ORED RACE IN THE SOUTHERN
STATES.

It has hitherto been taken for a
certain fact that the natural tend-
ency of universal education is to elevate
the people, and, as a consequence of
this view, every effort is made in
civilized countries to raise the standard
in all educational institutions from the
primary school to the university ; and
it has been the opinion that this view is
applicable to all races of whatever
color,

This being the case, it is with no
little surprise that the public has heard
from the lips of Major J. K. Vardaman,
who has been elected Governor of Missi-
sippi, the strange assertion that educa-
tion makes the Negro a criminal and
is the curse of the Negro race. Gover-
nor Vardaman was elected to his office
on an anti-Negro platform, and he now
purposes to close the Negro schools
of the South, and towards this end he
urges an amendment to the State consti-
tution placing the public school fund
solely at the disposal of the legislature.
He says it was the worst erime of
ages against civilization when in a spasm
of fury the white people of the North ex-
pressed their hatred of the white people
of the South by amending the United
States Constitution in such a way as to
vest the Negro with all rights and
privileges of citizenship.

He continues :

‘“ As a race they (the Negroes) are
deteriorating morally every day.
Time has demonstrated that they are
more criminal as freemen than as
slaves : that they are increasing in
criminality with frightful rapidity,

being one-third more criminal in 1890
than in 1880.”

Here he advances statistics to show
that the Negroes of New England,
where the minimum of Negro illiteracy
is found, is greater than that of the
black belt, including Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and South Carolina. He then
says :

‘“ You can scarcely pick up a news-
paper whose pages are not blackened
with the aceount of an unmentionable
crime committed by a Negro brute,
and this crime, I want to impress upon
you, is but the manifestation of the
Negro's aspiration for social equality,
encouraged largely by the character of
free education in vogue, which the
State is levying tribute upon the white
people to maintain.

‘“ The better class of Negroes are
not responsible for this terrible condi-
tion, nor for the criminal tendency of
their race, nor do I wish to be under-
stood as censuring them for it. I am
not censuring any body, nor am I in-
spired by ill will for the Negro ; but
I 'am simply calling attention to a most
unfortunate and unendurable condition
of affairs. What shall be done about it ?

‘““My own idea is that the character
of the education for the Negro ought
to be changed. If after years of earnest
effort and the expenditure of fabulous
sums of money to educate his head, we
have only succeeded in making a crimi-
nal out of him and imperilling his use-
fulness and efliciency as a laborer, wis-
dom would suggest that we make
another experiment and see if we can-
not improve him by educating his hand
and his heart. There must be a moral
substratum upon which to build or you
cannot make a desirable citizen."

It is indubitable that without the
moral substratum of which Governor
Vardaman speaks, education makes men
more cunning, but does not make them
better, but this is true of other races
as well as of negroes. We regret to
say that the whole school system of the
United States has this fault, and we
cannot ignore the fact that among
whites the increase of crime has also
been enormous, and to such an extent
is this the case that very recently
articles have appeared in two such wide
apart ‘papers as the London National
Review and the New York Sun calling
attention to the sad fact that two such
progressive cities as Chicago and
Philadelphia rival each other for the
title of ** the most corrupt city of the
world."’

Gustavus Meyers, in a long article in
the London National Review,says: ‘‘Phil-
adelphia now holds beyond possibil-
ity of dispute the ignoble palm of being
the most corrupt city in the world;"’
and again: ‘' Alone of all the great, at
least the largely populated cities of
the world enjoying the benefits of
electoral laws, Philadelphia has been
retrograding year by year, and finally
reaching such a depth of iniquity as
seems scarcely possidle. Within
the last few years Philadelphia has
been robbed directly and indirectly, if
all devious methods are considered, of

an amount probably not less than
$100,000,000, and possibly far more.
Tweed's robberies were done thirty

years ago, when ecivic ideals as applied
to municipalities were less
than Tweed was

and sent to

under-
stood over-
thrown prison, and his
associates fled to the four quarters of
the earth., The [Philadelphia thieves
were never moro powerful than they
are to-day. The end of the domination
is apparently still remote. Well may
the world contemplate this City of
Brotherly Love with justifiable disgust
and horror.’

On the other hand, the New York
Sun's correspondent states that Chicago

is ‘“the most lawless city in the

now.

world.” He compares the crime
record of London with that of
Chicago, and says that though London
is three times as large, it has only about
one-tenth as many murders : * further-
more, Chicago does not catch its crimi-
nals, and when it does apprehend them,
they are not punished adequately if at
all. In twenty-seven murder cases
last year no arrests were made, and
there was but one sentence of death,
and one of life-imprisonment imposed
during an entire year. + . . . In
1902, one hundred and thirty-six mur-
ders were admitted by the police to have
occurred, while many a fractured skull
case at the hospital docketed ‘* cause
of accident unknown,’’ might well have
been charged up to sandbags or to
blundgeons. But merely the cases re-
ported in the newspapers for 1903 up
to Dec. 28th numbered one hundred
and fifty-eight.”” Highway robberies
accompanied by assaults are said to
have numbered ‘‘not much less than
two a day for every day upon the calen-
dar.”

These crimes are certainly not to be
attributed to the colored population,
and we may justly infer that if in-
crease of crime is at all due to educa-
tion, the rottenness is to be found not
merely in the education given to the
negroes, but to that given to the
whites as well. We ourselves believe
that it is in a great measure attribut-
able to the total absence of religious
and moral training in the schools. If
the hand and heart of the negroes must
be trained, and not the head, the same
rule should be applied to the white
population. Governor Vardaman draws
the inference from his statistics that
State support should beo withdrawn
from the negro schools, but we are not
aware that any one maintains that the
school system of the white population
should be suppressed for similar rea-
sons.

No doubt education is an advantage
for the comfort and convenience of
mankind ; but to the great Duke of
Wellington is attributed the saying
that *‘ education without religion only
makes men clever devils.”” Would it
not be well for the legislators of the
United States to ponder on this saying
and on the statistics of crime, and to
repair the evils of godless education as
far as possible ?

It is not to be expected nor is it desir-
rable that the State should teach relig-
ion, but it should not, by taxing them
doubly, throw obstacles in the way of
those who do teach religion in the
schools, as it does now by charging
them for the maintenance of the godless
schools, while they are supporting out
of their own pockets the schools in
which their own children are taught
morality and religion.

It is much to the eredit of the press and
people of Governor Vardaman’s own
State as well as of other Southern States,
that his theory on the remedy for the
crimes of the negroes is not accepted
by them, but is ridiculed without mercy,
The comments of the Jacksonville Times-
Union may be taken as a sample of what
is thought on the matter. This paper
says : ‘‘ Major Vardaman is the first high
official in any State who has prescribed
ignorance as a preventive of crime. Mis-
sissippi is welcome to her new governor.
We don't think there is another South-
ern State that envies hee the leadership
of a man of his views."’

SCHOOL INSPEOTORS' SALARIES.

The News of Toronto in commenting
on the bill which the Minister of Edu-
cation has introduced into the House
respecting salaries of County Public
School Imspoctors, very pertinently
points out that inspectors as well as
teachers and others engaged in educa-
tional work are poorly paid in compar-
ison with the salaries paid in other
walks of life to men of equal education
and ability. It is true we pay the men
who manufacture articles of food, who
make our wearing apparel or even those
who manufacture our beverages, salaries
that are princely compared with the
salaries we pay those who direct the
education of children.

The County Public school inspectors
have been paid at the rate of $10 per
class room since 1871 ; half this amount
is paid by the County Councils and
half from a sum granted by the Legis-
lature for this purpose. Of the forty
odd County inspectors less than half a
dozen have received salaries that can
be said to be even fairly good. Mr.
Harcourt's Bill proposes to increase the
pay of the County Public school in-
spectors to $12 per class room, half this
amount to be paida by the County Coun-
eil and half by the Provincial Treas-

urer. No one will contend that this is
not a modest and well-deserved in-
crease.

Mr. Harcourt should also make pro-
vision for an increase in the pay of the
Separate school inspectors. Their re-
muneration amounts to less than $8
per class room, less than two-thirds of
what the county inspectors are to re_
ceive under the new regulation. The
work of inspecting the Separate schools
is very arduous, The schools are scat-

tered over various counties, This neces-
sitates travelling at all jtimes and in all
sorts of weather conditions. The
Separate school inspectors are com-
pelled to live in the cities where
the cost of living is much greater
than it is in the rural towns. The
Separate School Inspectors receive the
same salaries as was paid fifteen years
ago when economic conditions were
entirely different ; the cost of living
in the city has increased probably
10 per cent. during the last five years.
The Public School Boards in Toronto,
Ottawa and Hamilton, taking cog-
nizance of this fact, have granted their
inspectors increases varying from 15 to
25 per cent., and it would be but fair
and just for the Minister of Education
to grant a similar Increase to the Sep-
arate School Inspectors.

Of the total amount expended on the
inspection of Public and Separate
schools only 7} per cent. is expended
on Separate school inspection, while the
average daily attendance of the Separ-
ate schools is 11 per cent. of the total
daily average attendance.

THE PROTESTANT
CHURCHES.

LENT 1IN

Public Opinion, a New York City
weekly Magazine, has in its issue of
February 25th, an article which we
may call a symposium of opinion of non-
Episcopal Protestant Churches on the
necessity of a penitential observance of
the Lenten season.

The Presbyterian Larger Catechism
does, indeed, mention ‘‘ religious fast-
ing '’ as one of the numerous duties of
Christians required by the second com-
mandment, which according to the
Protestant arrangement of the com-
mandments forbids the use of images in
worship and requires the love of God
and the observance of God's command-
ments.

And, further, the annotated cate-
chism quotes in proof of this : ‘‘ Turn
ye even to me with all your heart, and
with fasting, and with weeping, and |
with mourning. (Joel ii. 12, as well as
1 Cor. vii. 5:) * That ye may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer.
But it has been a thing unheard of
that either Presbyterians, or Method-
ists, or Congregationalists, or Baptists
command or urge fasting or works of
mortification of any kind as a duty which
Christians should observe in practice.
On the contrary, they have ridiculed |
them as useless works practiced only by
Catholics in their gross superstition.

From the symposium in Public Opin-
ion we discover that these denomina-
tions have begun to change their views |
entirely, and we are told seriously that |
‘‘ the tendency of many non-Episcopal |
Churches toward some observance of |
Lent has of late become marked, Thus
the Outlook says :

‘“ Many Protestant churches in the
cities now stand open at all hours for
meditation and worship, and during the
Lenten season in the KEpiscopal |
Churches, in addition to the usual |
daily services, brief special services
are held, sharply, limited in time, and
largely attended.”’

The Christian Work and Evangelist
calls attention to the fact that ‘‘ only
within the last few years has Good
Friday been observed by non-liturgical
Churches, and that now Ash-Wednes-
day is added to the list, and religious
newspapers are begimning to say that
it isa good thing that the Christian
year should be observed.”’

The Congregational and Christian
World also calls attention to the
‘¢ Lenten Opportunity’’ saying: ‘“ We
may not all require the prescribed forms
and the disciplinary practices tradi-
ionally associated with the Lenten
season, but there is not one
of us who does not need that
quieting and steadying of the
inner life which may be the fruit of
calling to mind the forty days preced-
ing the Saviour's passion,’

To these extracts we may add that
the Toronto Globe, edited by a well
known and talented Presbyterian clergy-
man, had at the beginning of Lent a
series of articles urging on its readers
the observance of Lent as a penitential
time in accordance with the spirit of
the traditions of the Christian Church
—and why should it not have been said
plainly, ** of the Catholic Church 2’

It is clear that all the Churches
represented by these various religious
papers are now beginning to feel that
it was an empty boast in the past that
by abolishing Catholic devotional prac-
tices, they were restoring the Primi-
tive purity and simplicity of the Chris-
tian religion. They have discovered
that the practices they condemned
contributed greatly to the devotion of
the people; and we welcome them back
in their resumption of Catholic prac-
tice, and to the Catholic doctrines |
which are essentially connected with
those practices.

But while we acknowledge that we
are pleased to observe the return to
Catholic usages and belief not only in
regard to the observance of Lent, but
also in other matters, we [leave it
to be explained by those who are mak-

ing these advances, how they can re-

——
concile thelr_ re adoption of gy} pra

tices in the face of the declaratioy of t:
Presbyterian Larger Catechism ((), m(;
thatit is‘‘ a sin forbidden in the hucu;;d
commandment to counsel, use, op ape
prove any religious worship not jpgtj.
tuted by God Himself." The seasoq of
Lent was instituted, not by God jy.
self, but by the Church of God on earth
in fact by the Catholic Church, uyq i

’ and it
certainly comes under this condempy.
tion by Presbyterians.

The Catholic is aware that the

Church of God, ** the pillar and ground
of truth,’” has power and authority to
make laws binding on the conscience,
as was done by the Apostles (Acts xv),
and to these laws the Church coylq
prefix the words ** it hath seemed gooq
to the Holy Ghost and to us ;" py
surely Presbyterians cannot congigt.
ently make such laws while they Pro
fess the belief that it is sinful to do g,

POPULAR APPOINTMENTS,

We congratulate the Ifon. Charleg
Fitzpatrick, Minister of Justice, anq
the other members of the Cabinet on
the appointments recently made to
the County Court Bench. A\ mongst
those mentioned are . J. Donohoe of
St. Thomas, Mr. J. J. O'Meara of Pen
broke, Mr Talbot Macbeth of London
and Mr. J. L, Dowling of Ottawa,
These men, from a professional as wel]
as from every other point of view,
will reflect honor upon the Bench ; angd
we trust they will live long to enjoy the
distinguished positions to which they
have been assigned.

THE MORMAN SENATOR,
SMOOT.

The_United States Senate Committee
on Privileges, which is now engaged in
investigating the case of Senator-elect
Reed Smoot of Utah, has summoned be-
fore it President Joseph Smith of Utah
and seven of the twelve Apostles of
Mormonism to give testimony.

These eight officials are said to be
all polygamists, and the object in sum-
moning them is to prove that the Mor-
mon Church still sanctions polygamy.

President Smith is reported to have
five wives and forty-five children, of
whom twenty-two have been born since
Utah was admitted to be a State,
Should the officials deny that they are
polygamists, a mass of witnesses will be
brought forward to testify that theyare
such and their wives will be among the
number.

Senator Dubois, who is opposed to
Polygamy and Mormonism, brought for-
ward the census figures for Utah, taken
in 1890, to show that 23] per cent. of
the Mormons who are of an age to be
polygamists, are actually such, instead
of 3or 1 per cent. as President Smith

I'EED

| testified before the committee. Senator

Dubois gave it as hisopinion that there
has been no material reduction in the
number of polygamists since the census
was taken in 1890,

President Smith on being further ex-
amined stated that the duty of the
Apostles is to preach the gospel and
send missionaries to other fields. They
have nothing to do with the judicial af-
fairs of the Church, and consequently
do not issue excommunications. Mr.
Smith also stated that the real govern-
ment of the Church rests in the people,
and not in himself as President, and
that this was the case even when a rev-
elation came from heaven naming asuc-
cessor to the first President. The
people had the power in their hands to
accept or reject the ( divine ) nomina-
tion! He stated that Reed Smoot had
become an Apostle on April 9th, 1900
Mr. Smoot had never advised either the
continuance or discontinuance of poly-
gamy, as the polygamy question was at
that time already settled.

Mr. Burrows received a telegram
from E. F. Schupe, President, and A.
E, Tabor, Secretary of the Eastern Col-
orado Conference of Mormons, deny-
ing the testimony of Mr. Joseph F.
Smith of the Utah Church, that Joseph
Smith, jr., was the originator of the
doectrine of polygamy. *‘* For that per-
nicious doctrine,”’ the telegram says,
‘“ Brigham Young alone is responsible,
and polygamy was introduced first by
Brigham Young in I852, nearly nine
years after the death of Joseph Smith,
who never had but one wife."’

The Colorado Mormons are an ofl-
shoot of those of Utah, and do not
acknowledge the authority of the Utah
prophets, whom they detest. The
senders of the telegram have heen sum-
moned to give evidence in the Smoot
investigation.

It will be remembered by our readers
that at a former election of a Senator,
Mr. B. H. Roberts, a polygamist, was
chosen, but was expelled from the Sen-
ate House by a very large majority
from both parties. Mr. Smoot, the
present Senator-elect, declares that he
is not a polygamist, but it is undoubt-
ed that polygamy is practised and
taught as a doctrine by the Utah
Mormons, in spite of the } Fed-
eral law prohibiting the practice,
and that Mr. Smoot is one of the
supreme teaching body of the sects It
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