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a_matter which does not come under
the duty of the Government or the
general public to supply, and in under-
taking this obligation, the Protestant
Board seems to have undertaken more
than it was bound to do, and if we are
to judge from the present attitude of
the Board we may infer that in its
anxiety to embrace the Hebrew popu-
lation within its control it undertook
a duty which it now finds to be too
onerous. We presume, however, that
the difficulty will be satisfactorily and
amicably settled.

“ NOTHING

700 HARD

GOD.”

Among the sermons recently de-
livered by Rev. D. L. Moody, the well-
known revivalist, one entitled ‘' No-
thing Too Hard for God " is worthy of
particular notice on account of some
strong points made therein, and some
principles which are very correctly
laid down.

The immediate purpose of the
preacher was to show the power of
prayer. Taking for his text the
passage from Jeremias xxxii 17,
¢« Ah Lord God! behold thou hast
made the heaven and the earth by thy
great power and by thy stretched out
arm ; there is nothing too hard for
thee,” he gave instances from the
nistory of the people of God, where
the power of God had brought about
events which were beyond all human
possibility. Thus, when the condition
of the Israelites in Kgypt seemed hope-
less, and when it appeared that they
should be bond slaves for ever, Moses
appeared as God's messenger and
through Moses' instrumentality God
brought them forth from their bondage

by

FOR

means of numerous miracles and
“ with a strong hand.”

S0 also at all times when the Israel
ites were faithful to (iod,
army could stand before them.

no hostile
When
they forgot (iod they were brought to
on their
return to Him a deliverer was sure to

weaknegs and bondage, but
arise who led them on to scatter their
enemies, as was the case with David,
who, though a mere boy, was able to
yverthrow the gigantic Philistine and
to secure victory for the penitent chil-
iren of Israel.

hear our
prayers when offered up with due dis-
positions of humilty aud contrition,
with con-
didence in Iis goodness, and resign-

S0 God has promised to

fervor and perseverance,
ation to His will, if they be offered in
the name of and by the
promises of Christ.

There is another lesson to be de

virtue of

rived from the words of the prophet:
“() Lord (iod, nothing is too hard for
thee.” Oa this point Mr. Moody did
not speak. It is the
yelief without hesitation
ever (iod has revealed.
We frequently find that God's
teachings are rejacted because there is

necessity of our

in whatso

g contained in them beyoud
the reach of the human understanding.
it is becoming the fashion nowadays,
especially among Protestants, to reject
all revelation which they cannot
understand under all its aspects, and
this practical infidelity is even carried
into the pulpit, from which
teuth ought to be uttered without fear
Thus there are to be
found many who deny all mysteries of
the Trinity, the
(iod becomes

God's

or hesitancy.

such
Incarnation
man, and as a natural consequence,
also our redemption by the
blood of Christ shed upon the cross
lhey who deny these truths do
not reflect that God is by nature in-
finite, and therefore there must be
much regarding Him which is beyond
human understanding, which is but
limited. Whatever God reveals should
be believed, because He is Truth itself
who can mneither deceive nor be de
ceived.

For the same reason the mystery of
Ohrist's veal presence in the Blessed
Kucharist should be accepted without
question or doubt. There is no truth
more strongly inculeated than this in
Holy Seripture. It is recorded in the
sixth chapter of St. John's Gospel that
Christ promised to give His flesh and
blood that we might eat and drink
thereof and thereby obtain everlasting
1'fe, for **if any man eat of this bread
h» shall live forever, and the bread
which I will give is my flosh for the
life of the world.” Twelve times in the
course of the chapter is this promise re-
peated, and most strongly when the
Jews declared it to be impossible such
a promise should be Kkept: saying,
‘i how can this man give us his flesh
to eat ?" and ** this saying is hard and
who can hear it.”" In fact thisisthe very
reason which Protestants to this day
advance against the doctrine of the
Real Presence. They say it is impos-

veligion, as

whereby

arm :
for thee."
It is for man’s benefit,and to give to
us a powerful means of salvation, that
Christ instituted the Blessed Ilucharist,
80 that by thus receiving Mim bodily
we may participate of all the graces
which emanate from
Saviour.

There is a great resemblance be-
tween the mystery of the Incarnation
and that of the Real I’resence.

flesh to eat, and that the teaching of
the Catholic Church is too hard to be
understood and believed.
of Protestants admit in deed the mys-
teries of the Trinity, the Incarnation
and Redemption, but they reject that
of Christ's IReal Presence in the Blessed
Eucharist, which is called by Catholics
 Transubstantiation,” as being diffi-
cult of belief.

In reply to this objection it

fent to refer to the words of Jeremias :
“Ah, Lord God, behold thou hast
made the heaven and the earth by thy
great power, and by thy stretched out
too hard

there is nothing

Him

Incarnation we obtain

In the Dlessed Fucha

obtain the same grace by partaking of
the precious banquet of His body and
blood by which He therein nourishes
Tae Blessed Eucharist 1s,therefore,
as readily credible asthe Incarnation,
and there is no more reason to doubt

us.

that Christ in His infinite love

grants us this blessing of a spiritual
banquet, than that He suffered on the
cross under the appearance of a crim-

inal, also for our salvation.
Christ's power is unlimited,

to Him."”
fied that He had the will to
Hig flesh and blood, and
follows, for 1l3 must then h
power also.
the from
changed water into wine at

universe

nature was obedient to

His command, disecases

devils were driven away,
dead were brought back
There was nothing which He ¢

perform.

and hlood as our foed, and at
supper when He said :
body :
bered His promise, and exhi
gurprisa or unbelief,
knew that now Hlis promise
filled. One evangelist, St. J

together with St. Paul, tell of

Christ taking the bread into H
hands, and blessing it says:
body,” and then
cup o0

is  my
the
says :

chalice or
“ This is
is avident that

my

had
Christ's
prepared

given. They
witnesses of
and
lieve
Christ

they
His word.
when

were

some of His

you also go away?” St
swered in the name
““Lord, to whom shall we go

power, and especially in t
which Ha then propounded to

belief of the Jews, for to God

promised, however incompr

limited understanding .

STATISTICS OF

includes all the

certain through reading

ous than at any other time.
no doubt that if all the cases

sible that Christ should give us His

The bulk

salvation
through the blood which Christ shed
upon the cross as an atonement for our
sins.

He is God, and * there is nothing hard
We need only to be satis-

the

He created the world and
nothing.

riage feast of Cana of Galilee, and all
His will.
winds and the waters were stilled at
were healed,
and

sould not

Christ's Apostles beard and remem-
hered His promise to give His boedy

** This is my
This is my blood,” they remem-

because they

cords the promise: the other three,

ment ; and when at Iis last supper

blood, " it
the Aposties
stood thai this was the fulfilment of the
promise which He had already made,
and this accounts for the fact that they
manifest no surprise, and do not break
out into such expressions of unbelief as
those which the Jews, and even scme
disciples uttered when the promise was
frequently

Being asked
refused belief in His promise: * Will
Peter an-
of the twelve:
hast the words of eternal life.”

expressed their strong faith in His

It remains for us and for all Chris-
tians to imitate the faith of I'eter and
the other Apostles rather than the un-

nothing hard,” and there is no dif-

ficulsy in Iiis porivitaing whatl o lias

and mysterious it may be to our

' SUICIDES.

ber of suicides which the Chicago Tri-
bune has reckoned up during the past
year, as having been made known to
the public in the United States through
the press during the last year.

It is not supposed that this estimate
instances of self-de-
struction which have occurred, but
only those which it was possible to as-
the
papers, and it is very certain that the
actual number far exceeds this.
ing the months of November and De-
cember they were much more numer-
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as our

In the
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racorded the number would have
reached over seven thousand, being
one for every ten thousand persons.
This number is greater than in any
former year, and it leaves the impres-
glon that a suicidal wave has swept
over the country.

Of the total num-
ber recorded 5,780 were men and 514
women,

The causes which lead to suicide are
for the most part the same year after
year. They who commit it are gener-
ally discontented with their condition
in life, and the inability to endure the
trials which are in some form the gen-
eral lot of mankind, is another cause ;
though it must be acknowledged that
some persons have to bear more seri-
ous trials than the generality of people.
To these we must add that of late it has
become the fashion with a clase of in-
fidels, of whom Colonel Ingersoll is a
leader, to maintain the lawfulness of
suicide, and that it is the most satis—
factory and sure way to end the
troubles of life. Also it is probable
that the glamor of romance with which
some newspapers describe the suicidal
act, causes some to follow so evil an
example, The person who commits
the rash act may be a very ordinary
being, but the newspaper writer finds
it necessary to give a sensational
coloring to the matter, to increase the
circulation of his paper, and the un-
fortunate person who has been guilty
of the crime is represented as being
the victim of harsh treatment or
oppression, and if it be a woman, she
is sure to be described as being of ex-
traordinary beauty, and most probably
as having been driven to desperation
by unrequited affection, whereas the
real cause is vanity, or anger, or per-
haps a mistaken affection which has
led to her ruin.

Another curious cause has come to
light in several instances, one of which
it will suffice tomention. One William
M. Rusk recently committed suicide in
order that he might leave to his family
half a million dollars, to which amount
he had insured his life. The Supreme
Court of the United States,
has decided that the
panies need not pay these policies, as

however,
ingurance com-

it1s against the public interest to en-
force a contract when the commission
of a crime is the means whereby the
conditions are fulfilled, and, therefore,
even though it be specificd in the in-
surance policy that the benefit will be
paid in case of suicide, the court holds
that the company may refuse payment.
If, however, the company think proper
to pay the claim, there is no way to
prevent it from go doing. Incredible
as it may appear, the records of insur-
ance show that there are many persous
who are willing to put an end to their
lives to ensure a fortune to their fam-
ilies. The decision of the court is like-
ly to diminish the number of those who
commit guicide for this cause, at least.
There is no doubt that the real
cause of nearly all the suicides that
oceur is the want of r ons fesling
in those who commit the crime, and to
the attacks upon the Christian
ligion which have been made, not
only by avowed infidels, but even
from the pulpits of many of the I'ro-
testaut churches,

re-

very many of the
suicides of the present day are to be
attributed.

those who do

It is to be expected that
not believe in any
sponsibility toGod, or in a future life,
have no motive which will be effica-
restain

re=

cious to them from the com-
mission of this or any other crime.

GOLDWIN SMITH TELLS IT ALL.

Professor Goldwin Smith, writing from
Toronto to the New York Independent on the
question, '*1s Home Rule Dead ?” in refer-
ence to a recent article on the same subject
by the Right Honorable Horace Plunkett,
M. P., in the North American Review,

says :

“ Mr. Plunkett, in the article to whi
have referrad, while he demurs to the ass
tion that Home Rule is dead, appears to ac
cept the judgment of Lord Rosebery who
holds that the movement will lie in abeyance
till 1t finds a leader after the Irish heart;
and that this new leader is probably now be-
ing wheeled about in his perambulator. Per-
haps before the babe comes to demagogua’s
estate, Mr, Plunkett’s own remedy, agricul
tural improvement, may have done its bone-
ticent work.’

Mr. Plunkett is, we believe, an honest
gentleman, though a Tory. Mr. Smith is,
we know, an arrant crank, a pastiferous scold,
who began life as a demoerat and is ending
life a soured and gloomy pessimist, To his
distorted mind the Actof Union was an honest
transaction, totally devoid of bribery and
corruption, althongh the evidence to the con-
trary js to be found in every honest history
of the poriod, whether written by English or
Irishmen., Hedoesnot deny that the Articles
of Union promised religious emancipation to
the Catholics, but he ascribes the failure to
keep that promise to “ the prejudice of & haif-
insane King."

When it comes to the betrayal of Home

ule at a later date, he says : ** British mem-
bers of the House of Commons, in voting for
the bill, reckoned on its rejection by the
House of Lords.”

So there we have it.  When a British King
breaks a solemn promise, without any re
proval from his Parliament, it is because he
18 ‘' haltinsane,” How about the British
King, William IIL.,, when his P’arliament
broke the Treaty of Limerick ?  And what of
those honorable and high-toned Members of
the House of Commons who voted for the
Home Rule Bill while they ' reckoned on its
re jaction by the House of Lords ¢ People
who act in that way in America are regarded

had heen

as blackguards, with whom no self-respect:

Lord Rosebery, who 18 a gambler on the
race track, must be aware of that fundamental
law of fair play. The Prince of Wales, an
authority on cards, showed by his conduct in
the baccarat scandal that he believes in
honor among gamblers. Professor Goldwin
Smith may have some higher code to govern
hiz own conduct, but we wonder what it is,
England is not and bhas not been for cen-
turies an absolute despotism, No king, in
BANE OF wlf insane, has been able to cosrce
its actions for many a year, 'The present
ruler of Great Britain is not generally re
garded a maniac, Yet it happens that under
her wise and beneficent rule, as proved by a
Royal Commission ot Inquiry, Ireland has
been and still is paying 512,000,000 above her
proper quota to the imperial treasury. Is
Queen Vicioria insane, or half insave in ac-
copting that surplus ¥ Are the members of
Parliament who audit the returns cunning
knaves who are ready to shift the responsi-
to the House of Lords ?

Or, is it all another of the many infamous
acts, the injustice of which the ' predomin-
ant partoer " is perfectly willing to admit, so
long as the victima grees to call it ancient
history, and not ask for any reparation ?
Boston Pilot,
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LONG LIVE LEO!

Events of more than usual importance in
the long life of L.eo XIIL, will be crowded
into the days that are now near at hand, and
they will undoubtedly be duly commemor
ated in Rome and evoke prayers from Cath
olic hearts throughout all Christendom in be-
half cf the venerable Head of the Church,
I'wenty years ago to-morrow the Sov
ereign Pontifl was chosen in the conclave
held for the purpose, the successor of the
lamented Piug IN., and although his corona
tion as Pope did not oceur until the following
March 3, Lis supreme administration of the
universal Church commenced with his elec-
tion to the Roman See, so that he is aven now
comyleting the twentieth year of his Pontifi
cate,

And what a glorious administration has not
this reign of Leo XII1I. been ! Ascending
the throne of 8t. Peter when its enemies
were openly and arrogantly boasting that
the influence of the Papacy was nearing its
end, Leo XIIL. by his indomitable courage
and perseverance, by his inely-illumined
wisdom, and with a tact and skill that have
won him the admiration of the whols werld,
has made the Papal power recognized and
respected in every land that the sun shines
upon. Iis good will and his madiation have
been courted and songht by non-Catholic
powers ; the beneficent character and aims
of his administration have been eulogized in
the highest terms of praise by other than
Catholic pens, and to enumerate the many
and notable triumphs that he has won for the
Chureh, would require volumes.

Twenty vears is a long time for any one
Pope to reign ; but not by the length of his
administration alone, but also and more by
the illustrious glories of it will Leo X1iL live
in the annals of history, His days cannot, in
the ordinary nature of g8, be very many
more. The years of he may not see ;
but to morrow, when y completes his twen
tieth year in the Papa the entire Catholic
world will join in prayer in his behalf, that
he t at least live to see that restoration
of its rights to the Church which his adminis
tration has so materially hastened.—Catholic
Columbian,

PRAYED FOR RAIN.

‘' Deus, in

quo  ViIvIvous,

movemur,

sumus, pluviam nobis t co
ut priaesentibus subsidlis sufficiente
sempiterna tiducialius appetamus Per
Domioum.”

Uranslation: ** O God, in whom we live and

move and are, grant us seasonable rain ; that
we, enjoying a suflicienc f support in th
life, may with more confidence strive after
the thi that are eternal,

The toregoing prayer was the one offered
in the ceremony of Ma asterday beseech
ing rain in time to save the crops of the
State,

Is there any true efficiency in prayer?
Yesterday morning the Catholic churches
throughout this archdiocese sought to demon

strate this problem

All the scheming and calculating of a
thousand weather prophets cannot induce
nature to bend to their wishes, as was clearly
shown by the efforts of a local forecast official,
who could not prophesy rain until he broke
an embargo of impenetrable air of high pres-
sura in several of the Middle States.

Weather charts and maps of every de-
seription were consulted by experts on at

mospheric pressure, but they proved of no
avail in defining the true cause of the con-
tinued drought which has hung over this
State for the greater part of this winter and
which now threatens the farmersof the State,
In not one instance could they make a favor

able forecast of approaching rain.

'he oatlook for the success of this vear's
crops was becoming more and more dis-
couraging, and the hopes of the farmers of
trying to realize anything lika a {:
with their wheat were rapidly being
doned, and they were g ually bec g
resigned to the fact that they would have to
submit to the inevitable, It was at
this eritical moment that Arch
Bishop Riordan resolved to invoke a blessing
upon the farmers and have Mass sai

ry Catholic church under dir
this archdiocese, According
tior
morning

H
ave

yesterd:
without axcep

n all the churches,

tion, prayers were offered up to the
Power. )
The last Mass ing the desired

the barometer
1 to fall,
ne spectacle to

rain was hardly over
changed and alight ramn |
If was a solemn aund sublir
gee the congregations of the dillerent
churches kneeling  before the tabernacle
praymng for the blessing of rain upon the
needy farmers,—San Francisco Call, Fab, 1,
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CATHOLICS AND THE Y. M. C. A,

We have besn informed, on reliable author
ily, that between two and three hundred
Catholic young men belong to the Young
Men’s Christian Association, and that several
Catholic young women are members of the
Young Women’s Christian Association, both
of them Protestant organizations in this city.
The question arises: Is it lawful for Catho-
lics to belong to these iations 7 On this
point, it is true, our Archbishop bas not made
any pronouncement - for the reason, parhaps,
that it has not been submitted to kim ; or
probably because it is deemed unnecessary
¢ ¥ 7

to of they

loyal sons and da ghters ot the Church and
at the same time be members of these I'ro
testant associations, We are inclined to take
the latter view.

Following 1s an extract from the constitu
tion of the Y. M. C. A. as to its member
ship :

“See. 1. The members of this association
ghall consist of three kinds, viz : Active, asso
ciate and sustainiog
1§ See. 2. All male membera in good star

vannnt

wed and

respect to creed, occupation or nationality,
may become an associate member upon the
ayment of 5 cents annually. Associate mewmn.
hers are entitled to all the privileges of the
association, except the right to vote.

There can be no doubt as to the strength
of the temptation which leads Catholic young
men and women to join these ' Christian as
sociations.’ In the first place—and this is
the key to the whole question——we have uo
Catholie institutions of a similar character,
Would that we had ! 1o thesecond place, the
principle on which these Protestant associ
ations are founded is an excellent and noble
me, looking at it from a purely secular poiut
ot view. The secret of the undoubted sue-
cess of the Y. M. C. A. lies in its practical
recognition of the need for providing for the
healthy and natural instinets and tastes, both
physical and mental, of early and advanced
youth, Every facility for indulging in
wholesome athletic pastimes is atfforded in
them, especially in the cities and towns.
They have wuli»shu“iwl libraries and read
ing rooms ; and the intellectual faculties of
the members are stimulated by literary and
debating societies and by lectures trom emi
nent men. There are classes of many kinds
where members may obtamn instruction in
almost every branch of education, at a nom-
inal cost, Nor are the graces of life neglected,
for there are musical societies and classes,
art schools and amateur dramatic organiza-
tions in them, where proficiency may be ac
quired on easy terms and under encouraging
Auspices.

Much as all this is, it is not all. If a mem
ber is cut of a situation, efforts are made by
the association to procure him a place ; and
for this purpose an employment register is
kept. 1f he leaves for another part of the
country, or goes to a different land, the asso
ciation follows him with kindly interest, e
is given letters of introduction ; and if there
is 4 branch in the city or town where he takes
up his new abode, he is made ‘at home' at
once by the local sacretary, who will recom
mend him to a hotel or broading house, and
give him any other useful informatior which
he may require: he is introduced to other
members, and so finds himselt surrounded by
belpful friends. In the women's associations
there are, amongst other advantages, eduea
tional classes of all kinds, including those
giving instruction in millinery, art needle
work and domestic embroidery, dress
making, dress cutting, cookery, aud seven
laundrying.

The great and fatal drawbacks, for Cath
8, to all this is that the atmosphere of the
association is essentially Protestant—aggress
ively Protestant in some

Yes: the temptation fo
men and women to join these associations 18
very strong. Bul it they were actuated by
the firm and active faith of their fathers and
mothers they would lose no time in re
that temptation by establishing similar asso
siations of their own.— True W itness.

Catholic young

BLESSING AND GRACE AT MEALS
No practica is more characteristic of
the faithful Catholic than that of asking

the Divine blessing befors meals and giving
thanks to God after them. In every Chris
tian housebold these prayers should be said
aloud in a firm clear voice, and in the vulgzar
tongue, If all present undersiand the lit
urgical language this should be used, but not
otherwise,

The prayer should ba led by the haad of
the tamily, or, in his absence, by the oldest
person present, or by the oldest son, and all
present should join in the respouses.

The proper ritual for prayer at table is the

following, which will be found, with slight
variations 58 and 59 of the author
ized prayer-book of the American Church

the Baltimoro Man of Prayers. Those of

our readers who do not hava it i their prayer
yooks, and are not familiar with it, are re
quested to cut this out and preserve it for
study and use:

I'HE BLESSING OF THE MEAL
(Leader) In the name of the Father and
of tha Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen,

Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts,
which we are about to receive through Thy
bounty,

(Others) Amen, "
All make the sign of the cross silently.)
GRACE AFTER THE MEAI

Leader) In the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  Amer
Wa give Thee thaunks, O Almighty God,
for all Thy benefits, Who livest and reignest
world without end.

Others) Amen.

Leader) Vouchsafe, O Lord, to reward
with eternal life all those who do us good for
Thy name’s sake,

Others) Amen.

(Leader) Let us bless the Lord.

Others) Thanks be t, God,

Leader) May the souls of the faithful de
parted, through the mercy of God, restin
peace,

Others) Amen,

(All make the sign of the cross,
Church Progress,

silently.)

- -
THE YOUNG MAN AND THE
CHURCH.

A subject which, we have reason to know,
often brings sorrow to the hearts of some ot
our most devoted pastors is the indifference
of Catholic young men to the financial n od
of their parishas. A large proportion of them
give littla or nothing towards the mainten
ance of thaeir churches, th )ls, or the
in connection with
them rent pews,
ry serions m v for our young

As our contemporary, the Monitor, of
Francisco, per antly savs, if the

}
seho

San '
young men will not support religion, 1 he
comes a serious matter for the Church of the

future. The old folks with their strong faith
and generons hearts are tast pas 2 AWAY.
Pheir sons and daughters must up the
works which are falling f{rom their dead
hands, the support of religion among others.
1f they fail in that, then must we, in no very
long ‘time, fall as a Catholic body and our
name be blotted out from the map of the
universal Charch. Surely this can never
ity so thickly populated by the
danghters of the far off Isle of
Trus Witness.

THE PRODIGAL DAUGHTER.

Among all the glad festivals which the
Church celabrates through the Chyristian year
in memory of her sainted children, there is
none so teuching—so filled with the tears of
ove-—as that of Mary Magdalens, 1he beau-
tifully tender Gospal read at the Mass speaks
slogquently to the heart of the priest 1o he
merciful —even as his Master ig merciful —to
the unfortunate sud the fallen who come to
him for succor., s

Who speaks for the prodigal daughter ?
The father in Christ’s parable pleads for his
son, who was lost, but is found; who was
dead, but is come to lifa again. But Christ
Himself pleads for the prodigal daughter

song

Saints,

in Evangelical churches may becoine active
members of thig association. npon the payment,
in advance, of the annual fee and the accept

ance of their applications by the Board of Di
rectorz. Only active members shail have the
right to vote and hold office.

(A foot note here informs us that evan
gelical churches are defined by resolution of
the international convention at ortland, in
1865, to be churches * maintaining the Holy
Seriptures to be the ouly rule of faith,’—i. e,,
Protestant Churches,)

No Catholies, it is to be presumed, become
‘active members,” They hecoms 'associate
membeas only. Asto the Y. M. C. A, rules
regarding associate members, the following,
which is taken from a cirenlar recently
issued by the Y. W, €. A. of Montreal, and
which is the same as those contained in the
rules of all these associations, whether for
men or women (with a slight verbal difler-
ence when the fee or the sex is mentioned) is
instructive :

* Who May Become an_Associate Member ?

ing gambler would hold intercourse,

Any woman of good moral character, without

the penitent Magdalene and forgives her
| because she hath loved much,
The light of Magdalene’s generous expi
ation has guided a long traiv of penitent souls
to Heaven. The thought of her has inspired
virgrin hearts to make homes that shall indeed
be “ the father’s house ” for prodigal daugh-
ters for evermore, Soe the houses of the
Good Shepherd, of Our Lady of Refuye, of
Our Lady of Mercy, within whose walls con
sperated innocence and purity are proud to
be the handmaids of repentance.
The world deserts its victims, the self
righteous Pharises laaves them to their fate,

{ but the true followars of the All Mercitul raise
up he fallen, and mindful of the weeping
Macrdalene and the pitying Christ, Javishly
accord the tender charifies ordained for such,
Catholic Union and Times,

- o

Long life on earth, and eternal life in
heaven are the promisal rewards by Al
mighty God to all who practice the virtue of

BLESSED THOMAS MORE.

When disappointed by the actions of so
many men who barter away the priceless
gift of faith for temporal success, it is good
for us to turn to the lives of those who ‘* have
fought the good fight and kept the faith " in
their battle against the allurements of the
world,  Among such was Sir Thomas More,
Early in Life he was raised to the kuight-
and later

on was made Lord High

allor of Eogland,  When the Kiag
desired support in his intrigues against
the Pops, he turned to the Church
dignitaries of the realm, and, unfor-

tunately, many of them upheld him in s
course of action by taking the oath of the
king's supremacy in matters ecclesiastical.
Ho tried to intluence More, but the latter,
true to the dictates of his conscience, refused
to aceade to the King's wishes in this matter
ell as in that which bad to do with the
validity of the King’s second marriage. For
these so-called offences More was deprived of
his office and cast into prison. Pardon was
offared on condition that he should conform to
the king's orders.  Even his wite entreated
him to obey, urging that thereby he would
spare himself tor the support and consolation
of his family.

' How many years do you think I have to
live, Dame Alice 7" he asked.

** More than twenty,” she replied,

**Ah, my wifa ! do you wish that [ should
exchange eternity for twanty years 2"’

He was brought to trial in” the Court of the
King's Bench, where all justice was shame-
fully violated, and all law and precedent dis-
regarded e was sgentenced to
headed, and died July 6, in the year 1535,
History honors a4 statesman of re-
markable talents, and as a scholar who con-

a8
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him as

tributed generously by his writings to the
literature of Fagiand, But a greater glory,
and one more in accordance with his un-
worldly spirit, was conferred upon him when
Pope Leo NIIIL added his name to those of

tha Blessed in the vear 1886,
Calendar, San Francisco,
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AN ATHEIST HIT HARD.

There once livad in an Ulster town a man
who prided himself on his atheistical views,
and took great delight in saying that Satan
and his lagion had no terrors for him. Meet-
ing the vanerable I’, P, on one oceasion in a
mixed audience, he thought he would have a
joke at his re exponse, and when
the usual salutations were over, he said :

1 had the devil sleeping at my house last
night.

Y An illustrious visitor, upon my word,”
said the priest .
~ “Yes,” said the other, with unblushing
impudence, ‘* he could not find Ihdgings any-

St. Ignatius’

where, and [ took him in, Your reverence
will probably find fault with me, but I could
not think of shutting the door against him,
i’o you think il was very wrong to keep
him all night

Y“Not at all,” said the priest, ** you were

quite right, tor many

v night he will have to
keep you V

Duablin Weekly Nation,
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THE LIGHT 1S BREAKING.

Thn London Literary World does not lova
Catholies, but it does not seem to have sworn

eternal enmity to historic truth, Reviewing
Father Taunton’s ‘' Black Monks,” it de
clares that the work of Catholic historians

““is more and more compalling truth-loving
2o glishmen to abandon as partisan misrepre-
sentations the views of the Reformation that
satistied their grandfathers.” It also admits
that the grounds commonly alleged by Pro
tostant historians for the spoliation of monas-

teries, namely, ‘' the corruption of morals,”
were almost wholly inveated by the tools of
Henry VIII. The light is breaking every-
where.—Ave Maria

EX PRIEST SLATTERY.

Arrested in Edinbuargh, Scotland, for
Selling Indecent Books.,
Edinburg, Scotland, Feb. 12, Joseph

Slattery, and his wita, the lecturing ex-priest
and former Sister of Charity, who were mob-
bed at Savaonah and other American cities,
were charged at a police court here to-day
with selling indecent hooks purporting to be
an exposure of Catholicism,  The court was
crowded with  Catholics and  Protestants.
Slattery promised to destroy the books and
the case was ad jurned in order to enable
him to fultill his promise,

PROTESTANTS AND MONASTIC
ISM.

An  Episcopalian  clergyman  in  New
York state has come ont boldly and sqoarely
in favor of monasticism., He expressed at a
public mesting of a missionary association
racently his desire to see the hills surround-
g the town in which he was spaaking dotted
with the houses ot monks and nuns ot the
Episcopalian order. He frankly told his
astonished hearers that the hops of Christian-
ity lay in the restoration of the religious life.
In the greater part of the United States out-
side the large centres he said the people
wara practically heathens, 'To stimulate the
spirit of religious fervor, to enconrage prayer
and self sacritice tor Christ's sake, he would
establish religrious orders,

This gentleinan is beginning evidently to
seo the light, e is on the right road. But
if he is honest and consistent hia must join the
Catholic Chuarch, Al that he advocates,
all that he hopes and prays for in
the line of spiritual revival and regenera-
tiom, he will find in its fold. He will
find the monasteries in every section of the
civilized world, e will find them even in

Fagl where t wore rathlessly de-
stroyed by the royal founder of his Church,
Henry VIIL I'hat  great ‘'reformer”

lovelled ths monasteries to the ground and
appropriated their property e gave us
divoree as an institution and liberated Eng-
land from ** Popery and monasticism.” But
now that Protestantism has proven a failure
soma paopla want to bloster it up by engratt.
ing upon it some of the things which its
founders abolished. The Catholic Church is
just the same today as it was in the days of
tleury VIIL. It has not changed. Neither
porsecution nor spoliation,uor both combined,
could destroy it or shake its foundations. 1t
will remain the sama to the end.  And those
who desire to ba on the right road to truth
and eternal salvation must enter its fold.
Boston Rapublic.
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A SIGN OF THE TIMES.

We commend the following resolution
adopted recently by the Preshyterian synod
of Montana * Naver to enter a fisld in
which y evangslical branch of the Church
of Christ 1s already supplying the rehgious
needs of the paople, until, after a careful in-
vestigation, thers is reason to believe that
thare is both a demand and a need for our

work This is a sign of the times. One
Protestant missionary that we know of goes
astep f wor and advocates the withdrawal
from Catholic countries, declaring that the
members of the Church of Rome caun be
gaved in their own commuunion, Half a cen-
tury ago such a contention would not be
listened to. The world really does move.

Of eourse the resclution of the Presbyterian
synod implies the acceptation of the indif-
farentist doctrine that one religion is as good
a8 another ; but, the ons true religion being
sot aside, wo don't find much ditliculty in ad-
mitting the truth of that saying. Presby-
terian, Fpiscopalian, Baptist, Methodist,
whut real difference is there among them,
any y 7 Any step toward unity among
the sects is full of significance. Formerly
they were united only in opposition to the
Church.  The day is surely coming when
the followers of Christ will be gathered into
one, “T'he sign is on.”—Ave Maria,

Thoy that are grounded and established in
(tod can by no means be proud, —The Imitas

obedience,

tion,




