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bDuring the last week of April the
Bishop of New Zealand held a meet-
ing at which the following resolu-
tions were adopted :

I. A sound civilization depends
upon g sound popular educatiom, and
a sound education consists essential-
ly in the harmonious development of
the physical, the intellectual, and the
moral faculties of children. For this
purpose secular and religious instrue-
tion must ever go hand in hand, for-
ming the minds of childien to useful
knowledge and their hearts and wills
to the civil, social and domestic Vir-
tues, so that each shail contribute
the unit of his gooduess to form the
sum of righteousness that ‘‘exalteth
a nation.”

The indispensable feature of
the formation of

the

11.
true ecducation is
high character in chiloren by
knowledge of Divine things, and by
virtues that
of

defective,

of the
their being. Any
therefore,

the acquisition
perfect system
education
which relegates the religious or mo-
ral trafining of children to a second-
Much

in=

is,

ary or unimportant place.

more so is the system of public
struction prevailing in New Zealand,
which divorces reiigion from educa-
tion, training the intellect to natural

knowledge without inculcating  those

eternal truths and principles or ac-
tion which are the only real incen-
tives to the incividual to keep his

life in order. Such a system tends
(1) to engender ignorance of religion
and moral duty; (2) to generate in

the minds of the young the false im-

pression that religion is only for the

home and the church, and not for
the practical aflairs oi daily life; (3)
to weaken or destroy religious and
moral sentiment by teaching the

children to pass a notable portion of
the tenderst and most impressionable
periods of life without reference to
God and without the sense of respon-
sibility to Him as the Supreme legis-
lator, whose will alone can give
every law its binding force upon the
(4) it offers
compensating principles to strengthen
the rising generation 'in the hour of
temptation, (5) it the
highest degree calculated to pave the
way for the decay which overtook
every that allowed reli-
gion to die out of the hearts of its
people.

to

hidden conscience; no

and is in

civilization

IIT. With a profound conviction of
the sacredness of their duty .in regard
to the education of youth, Catholics
in New Zealand have been for more
than a generation building, equipping
and maintalining their own schools,
wherein some 12,000 children of their
faith are trained in the higher things
of life to come as well as in the full
State curiculum of secular knowledge.
We endeavor to surround them with
an atmosphere of religion to mould
them to virtue, wi by making them
good Christians, to make them good
oitizens also for our youmg country.
The least of the services which we
have been rendering to the State is
that of relieving the. general taxpay- |
ers of the burden of having to pro-
vide some £60,000 a vear whiich hut
sor our labors and sacrifices, they
would have to pay for the instruction
of those children in the public schools
of the colony. We have never asked,
nor desired, a grant for the religious
education which we impart in our
schools. We are compelled to  con-
fribute our quota of taxation to the
maintenance of a system of public
instruction of which, from motives of
both conscience and of the highest
patniotism, we cannot avail ourselves

prove of the following proposals,
which have been for some time befdre
the public of New Zealand, namely:
(1) to infroduce into the State school
a programme of
hymns and prayers which, except for
‘“‘slight modifications,”’ are fidentical
with  the Scripture lesson books
drown up four years agu by the Vic-
toriag Royal Commission on religious
instruction in State schools; (2) to
accompany theee lessons with ‘‘simple
explanations of a literary, historical,
and ethical character” ; (3) to make
these lessons and their explanations
form part of the school curriculum
under the inspectors, with (4) a cons-
cience clause for pupils and teachers.

-

V. The following are our chief ground
of objection to the project of Scrip-
ture lessons outlined above : (1) Un-
der the sanction of the State, it
would introduce the publie
schools the well Protestant
principle of the interpretation of the

into
known

Scriptures by the exercise of private
judgment. This is wholly incompati-
ble with the position of Catholics as
regards thé Bible, which is briefly
summed up in the following woras by
the Archbishop of Melbourne :— ““We
hold that the Bible is the depository
not the organ, of God's revelation to
We hold, therefore, that it re-
hold

repre-

man
quires an and

that the

interpreter,
Church,
sentatives, is the Divinely constituted

we
through its
interpreter or organ of revealed
truth. We hold, too, that dogmatic
truth is the basis both of faith and
of morality.”” (2) The religious edu-
of parents and of the Christtan Min-
ustry

That sacred duty the clergy

can never abdicate, either wholly o1

in part. in favor of the State. The
proposals referred to above are an
attempt on the part of a numper of

clergymen of various denominations
to renounce one of the most hallowed
obligations of that calling and trans-
fer it to paid officials of the State
and to get doue at the charge of the
public treasury duties which Catholics
perform as a matter of copurse
their own expense, (3) It is the
iunction of the State to protect the
natural and acquired rights of its
citizens and generally to, promote
cation of youth is a fundamental duty
their temporal well-being, The_State
can neither claim nor exercise an au-

at

thority in the matters of conscience;
it has neither right
to set up as a teacher of religion nor
to usurp. the spiritual duties
of its subjects.

nor competence

of any
The reading and ex-
planation of the Scriptuses cannot be
regarded as merely a proposed new
feature in the course of language or
literature in our public schools: they
are exercises of religion. Jn the case
under consideration they are avowed-
ly intended to afford a certain mea-
sure of religious instruction, and that
instruction cannot be ‘‘unsectarian’’
for the dimple reason that unsecta-
rian religious teaching is a mental ac-
tion and an impossipility, The pro-
posals outlined above are in fact an
invitation to the Civil Government
to set up a bureau of religious teach-
ing, viz., to found, estaytsh and en-
dow a new State creed as the official
religion of the public schools, and
to make good at the expense of the
general taxpayer the failure of the
clergy of some denominations to ade-
auately discharge theirduty of the re-
ligious instruction of youth, (4) Our
objecfion to the proposed lessons is
strengthened by the following facts :
(a) They were drawn up as a  com-
promise by a heterogencous assembly
of representatives of varjous reformed
denominations, who while unanimous-
ly rejecting the Catholic principles nf

and until justice is done us, we shall
continue to urge our claim to a fair
proportion of that taxation for tha
purely secular instruction which, in
accordance with the Govi:nment pro-
gramme, is gliven in our schools.

.

IV. Valuing as we do the written
Word of God, and teaching it in our
schools, we would gladly see it
brought home to the mind of every
child, Catholic and Protestant, in
New Zealand, we would willingly use
the sacred volume in use in the de-

. nominational schools of other creeds.
We are in Sympathy witn every ef-
fort made to impart religious in-
struction to non-Catholic children in
the State echools after working hours
#0 long as those of our faith are first
Permitted to retire without taunt or
interference, but we Strenuously  ob-
ject to the introduction of Scriptur
al or other religious lessons or exer-
cises in public schools us part and

Biblical interpretations, differed pro-
foundly among themselves upon  the
most fundamental truths of the Chris-
tian religion (b) The Scripture  les-
Sons are taken from the Protestant
authorized version of the Bible, and
the incorrect Protestant form of the
Lord’s Prayer is set down for daily
use of the pupils. {¢) The basic dog-
ma of Christianity—that of the in-
carnation and virgin  birth—is out-
lawed from the New Testament nar-
rative, and the Christ that is pre—v
sented to the mental eye of the little
ones is not the God-Man of Holy
Writ, but the Christ of-the Unitarign
(d) Protestant teaching %is suggested
throughout the Scripture lessons by
the free use of unauthorized heagings,
capital letters, italics, efc., and it
has Leen truly  observed that “‘in
what is omitted as well as in the ge-
neral tone of what is expressed, the
lessons are made as Protestant as
they could well be made in the cir-
cumstances.”” (5) It would be obvi-

Scripture lessons, |

“pelled to go to school armed

whom it is proposed to entrust these
lessons, to do such watchful and
continoous violence to their convic-
tions as to avoid coloring their ‘li-
terary, historical and ethical”  ex-
planations with their own beliefs or
unbelief. In a great number of cases
they would no doubt comscientiously,
or unconsciously, derive from the les-

sons conclusions prejudicial to the
faith of the Catholic children, and
cases might readily oceur in ‘which
feachers would foster scepticism or

unbelief—in a word, the projected
scheme of Scriptural instruction
would, under the specious appearance
of relieving the consciences of a sec-
tion of the Protestant clergy, aggra-
vate the double financial burden
which we Catholics now bear by add-
ing the greater grievance of com-
pelling us to pay for the conversion
of the State schools into Protestant
Sunday schools.
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VI. —A conscience dlause for pupils
and teachers is offered as an offset to
the proposed Protestantising of the
public schools, but a conscience clause
if seriously intended by its framers
as a protective. measure for dissidents
should, ¢n principle, exclude all chil-
dren from Scriptural or other religi-
ous instruction, except those whose
parents positively signify a wish that
they should attend, but (1) by what
we understand to be the terms

of
the proposed or suggested conscience
Catholic children, in
to avoid proselytism, would be coml

clause, order
with
written protests against relighious in-
struction; (2) At least one State of
the Australian Commonwealth, name-
ly, Victoria, furnishes (as the late
Royal Commission’s report abundant
proves) plentiful evidence of the
which the
ous rights of minorities may be

ly

flagrant manner in religi-

Vio-
lated with impunity in public schools
despite the provisions of Acts of Par-

liament and the pretended protection
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of this form of conscience clause. (3)

namely, to the fears and insults of
their companions and to the other
forms of social martyrdom which

children know so well how to inflict
on those whom they deem foreign tc
their modes of thought and action:
Catholic in State schools
would, in a word, be placed between
these alternatives—proselytism
or penalities to  which no children
should be exposed. (4) For teachers
a conscience

pupils

two

clause would fin many
cates inflict a grave degree of com-
pulsion upon conscience or feeling. It
would, moreover, inevitably lead tc
the general imposition of a religious
test in the matter of appointments
to schovols,

>

VII. Tt is proposed to submit the
suggested alterations in State
school system to a referendum of the
electors of the colony. We, for our
part, hold to the sound principle of
statesmanship that noquestion should
be submitted to the referendum that

our

affects the rights of conscience of
minorilfies. These remain for ever
sacred and inviolable; but if this
question be ever submitted to  the

1896, with a spirit of justice and a
firm and unalterable determination to
respect the rights of conscience which
a minority, however small, can never
sacrifice.  But the kssue should be
placed fairly and honestly bhefore the
electors, and the first issue to he de-
termined is whether gur State school
of education is to be secalar or not.
The form of Lallot paper contained
in last year’s abortive bill was sug-
gested by the framers of the Bible-
in-Schools project. 1t was vague ard
reticent to the last degree. (1) It
gave no information whatever re.
garding the nature and source of the
scriptural and other religious instrue
tion proposed to be introduced, or
(2) regarding the nature of th:

planations thereof which it was inten
ded to give. (3) Worst of all, the
terms of reference were so worded as
to suggest that the new scheme wouh#
be simply something added by way
of extension to the prescut system of
State instruction, and wnov, as it
would really be, an alteration of the
most radical Kind in our Education
Act. 1t is difficult to avoid the con-
viction that the ballot paper to
which we allude was deliberately in-
tended to confuse the electors of the
colony, amd to snatch a vievory ra-
ther by a rusede-guerre than by a
straightforward appeal to the coun-
try on a clean cut and definite is-

sue,
L

VIII. Much as we deplori the hu-d

, Parcel of the progra of edu
For

ously 1§ ible for the teachers of

ilart

of the present Education| a

this reason we wholly disap-

vatious creeds and no creed,  tol

Manus,

and

stands.
Sservant girls
ines,

year in addition

family soon

Act, we wonld rather see ‘it retafn-" ocean,  In

Even a scrupulous observance of an| €d in its integrity until modifica-
ideal conscience clause by teachers tions are forthcoming which would
would still leave Catholic children ex-| ¢onjer a substantial benefit on the
posed to a serious measure of moral | FiSiNg generation, without endanger-
pressure or compulsion to rematn for | i"g the faith and-exasperating the
Protestant religious instruction, feeling of a large class of chiluren

who frequent our public schools.

LABOR IN IRELAND.

The usual half yearly hiring mar-

lets have just been
well known Irish writer, Seumas Mc-
correspondence
New York Sun, and the boys
their little belongings done up in red
handkerchiels and the girls with their
little bundles also, tramped their ten,
and twenty and
more, to the hiring markets, and bar
gained there with the farmers and his
wife, selling thejr services for
summer and autumn.

in a

thirty

held,

says the

to the

with

miles, and

the

In oNovember they will return to

set their

5

Then

o’cloch i

morning to 9 o'clock at night,
in, day out, until their term is
pired.

The lives of the servant hoy

servant girl in Ireland
brighter than they used to be.
are better fed at their master’s ta-
ble, they are better bedded,

still more, the wage nowadays
far higher than ever before, at least
one and one half times what it was
a dozen years ago.

are

their homes in the mountains, bring-
ing back with them their hali-year’'s
wage, and aiter a very few days at
home wi,l bind up their little bunales
faces for the hiring
market once more, and engage with
the big farmer in the rich valley or
the rich plain for the winter

half

voice of, the electors of New Zealand | Y*2"

we should look with confidence to the These boys and girls going into
result, feeling sure that our fellow-| the hiring market present to me al-
colonists would approach 1t as the { Ways a pathetic spectacle. They
poeple of South Australia did in { Practically sell themselves to the far-

mer for the haif-year term, knowing
no relaxation from

n the
day
ex-

, they enjoy liftle or none of
their wages—all of that goes to help.
the father and mother, their hrothers
and sisters, to cke out a living on
the mountain patch where their cabin
The Irish servant noys and
are heroes and hero-

and
now
They

and,
i

»

‘An able bodied servant boy is get~

But, unfortunately,

unrest seizes the young people

it.ime and ¢

ting these days £9 or £10 a hali-
to bed and board;
the servant girl gets £7 and £8 a
half year with bed and. board,
the bit of a boy received £6 or £7.
As the boys expend only a few pence
a week on tobacco, very little upon
clothes, and nothimg upon any other
commodity, and the girl expends no
money except what pays for
clothes, the wages brought home by
three or four members of the same |
lift their poor parents
into comfort, il not independence,

and

her

ocut and finished, thoroughly well
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This fortunate purchase of 200 Men's High Olass Twee
suitable for Summer wear, was closed at a most advan
price—which will mean the saving of at least five doilars opn
suit. Made from those cool, durable, refined Wooilen
neat dark gray st ‘ipe and checks, so much favored for Mo
Suits. The Sale of these magnifieent Suits will begin on

tgui'tz;s'oo 8 5.9 5
Made in the latest and smartest 4 button

varieties and large money savings are most

The man who has & new Summer Suit to buy,
having a look at them before he invests his money.
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Any one of them is worth $1,25.

THE REMARKABLE SALE OF

FINE WHITE MUSLIN SHIRT WAISTS
COTINUED ON SATURDAY.

great inroads into the lot, still there’s ample left to continue the
Remember you have the same grand opportunity of choic

$1.25 WHITE ORGANDIE BLOUSES AT 69.

Fine White Sheer Organdié Muslin Blouses, beautifully made, with te
front, edged with fine Valenciennes Lace, box pleat centre, with medallions
embroidery work and edged with rows of Valenciennes lace ; sleeves have
from rhoulder to elbow, and cuffs are finished with rows of fine tucking.
back has five rows of fine tucking. A really exquisits Blouse at $12

$1,30 FINE WHITE ORGANDIE BLOUSES AT 79;

Made of fine White Organdie Muslin, with 6 rows of half-inch tuc
rows of fine tucking, and tucked cuffs, six rows of narrow tucking,

A Madras Fabric Waist, in white mercerized, self white desig,
a very handsome, substantial Blouse for Summer wear.
Special on Friday
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EMPIRE BUILDING
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Chrysostom sumt

batholie Sailors’ Club

ALL SAILORS WELCOMR,
Concert Every Wednesday Evening

All Local Talent Invited: the finest
in the City, pay us a visit,

MASS at 9.30 a.m. on Sunday.
Sacred Concert on Sunday Even-
ing.

Open week days from 9 a.m. to 10
p.m,

On Sundays,
p.m,

Tsl. Main 2161,

ST, PETER and COMMON Sts.

from 1 pom. to 10

Lo o

DO NOT BUY TRASHY 600DS
AT ANY PRICE,

Cowan’s
Cocoa=Ghocolate

Are the Best. Notioe the Name en them

much excuse for our young people
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