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1: ‘THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE
is published every Thursday. . .
It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and fur-
nishes the most practical, reliable and profitable informa-
tion for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home-
makers, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ire-
land, Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per
year, in advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance.
United States, $2.50 per year; all other countries, 12s.; in
advance. )

3. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application. .

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until

an explicit order is received for its discomtinuance. All
yments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

TI—F?Z LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held

responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order, Postal Note, Express Order or Registered
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise
we will not be responsible. .

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid. .

ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
g:e(r;g case the “'Full Name and Post-office Address Must
iven.”

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on
one side of the paper only. .

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a
change of address should give the old as well as the new
P. O. address. .

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical articles.
For such as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents
per inch printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Sugges-
tions How to Improve *‘ The Farmer's Advocate and Home
Magazine,” Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vege-
tables not generally known, Particulars of Experiments
Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation, are each and
all welcome. Contributions sent us must not be furnished
other papers until after they have appeared in our columns.
Rejected matter will be returned on receipt of postage.

13. ADDRESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS ARE CONSID-
ERED AS CONFIDENTIAL and will not be forwarded.

14. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),
London, Canada.

Why Government by Commission ?

The people of Canada have with an almost unlimited
stock of complaisant confidence supplied millions
upon millions of dollars and given away enough
fertile land to build several empires for the construc-
tion of transcontinental railways, for the use of which
they pay about all the traffic will stand. At the
present session of Parliament further financial obliga-
tions for the aid of two of the lines are levied, and with
the appropriation is linked a unique provision to
the extent of $150,000 for another commission to
tell the Government and Parliament what to do
with the tangle in which they have become involved.
Innocently enough the people have been supposing
that was exactly the business of successive governments,
the size and cost of which have for years been steadily
increasing, and yet they are apparently either unable
or incapable of performing the duties for which they
are paid.  When anything in the nature of unusual
administrative work crops up the job is turned over
to a Royal Commission, the cost of which is saddled
on the country. The really serious business that
occupies the time and energies of a large proportion
of our rulers is the distribution of patronage in the
form of offices and

contracts, and then partizan

quarrelling over the way in which it is donc.  IHow
long are the people going to submit to this sort of

thing?

The Pit.

Charles Montesquicu, an eminent French historian,

long ago pointed out that the corruption of cach form
of government commences with  the decay of  its
principles.  With the nations of the world in a state
of turmoil and upheaval, such as history has never
before recorded, men are compeiled  to consider,
while the issues at stake are being fought oui, whence
the authority of rulers and governments who hold
as mere pawns in their hands the destinies of millions

of their fellow beings and who have drenched
blood?

as never before what states exist for, f not to secure

and sea with Thoughtful men are asl

the lives, liberties and property of their citizen:

Instead of this we see the whole cause of civilization

disrupted, international pledges violated, every moral
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and human standard and consideration  ruthlessly
and treacherously trampled under foot, z‘md methods
of warfare prosecuted, compared with which the prac-
tices of ignorant savages were commonplace and mild.
Continued for a couple of years the horror of the world
has become almost sated, and the very moral s'ense
of neutrals, forgetful of their mutual obligatlo‘ns,
dulled into mercenary callousness. This appall}ng
result has been the outcome of deliberately setting
aside of faith in those old and Divinely«inculca?ed
standards of right and righteousness and re[?lac1|?g
them by force and the State, which Prussia did
forty years ago when France was overthrowr.\ ?.nd
humiliated by Bismarck and Von Moltke. Once pnn‘CIple
was abandoned every agency in the land, educational
and even ecclesiastical, was subverted to military
domination and state worship. For their acquiescer'lce
in this policy the German people are to-day paying
the penalty with their lives and substance, a:nd to
recoup them they have the ghastly satisfaction (?f
seeing other peoples involved in the vortex which is
fast encircling thent in its retributive and deadly
embrace. History relates that during the bloody
French Revolution one of its inciters pointed to the
two thousand bloody corpses flung into the River
Rhone as a sight that would “impress on beholders
the omnipotence of the people.” Already millions
of unnamed graves cry out in mute appeal that
surely forebodes a terrible day of reckoning for the
German War Lords, whose over-mastering ambitions
have betrayed humanity and let loose a hell upon the
earth.

Who'’s Who for President?

The approaching Presidential Election in the
United States, like every human interest of any
magnitude, will lkely turn upon issues arising out
of the World War. From this there is no escape,
because of the vastness of the conflict and the intimacy
with which all the interests of mankind are now
inter-related. With its national convention for the
selection of a presidential candidate only a few weeks
distant, the Republican party is in the extraordinary
position of being without any certain forecast of its
nominee. All the tentative local voting that has
been done rather intensifies the uncertainties of the
situation as it affects all the currents of tendency
in the two great parties of the republic at the present
time. The New York Outlook sums up the position
with admirable terseness and lucidity, and it is worth
giving, because of the unusual interest of Canadians
in the issue across the lines:

There are a few consistent exponents of the doc-
trine that the use of force is wrong, that the way to
conquer injustice is to yield to it, and if a nation
is smitten on one cheek to turn the other also. Their
logical candidate is William Jennings Bryan or per-
haps Henry Ford.

A large number regard war as the greatest calamity
that can befall the nation, and conceive the nation’s
first duty at all cost, is to keep out of it. Some of
these merely dread war, some sincerely love peace,
some are ruled by a mere sordid love of ease or gain,
and others are inspired by a spirit of genuine humanity.
They are not all content with present conditions, but
are content to endure them. Their logical candidate
1s Woodrow Wilson, the present Democratic occupant
of the White House.

A considerable number would avoid the personal
responsibility  of deciding America’s foreign policy.
They are perplexed and appalled. They would
like to escape decision by selecting a good man whose
views relating to the war are unknown, and leave
it with him for decision. Their logical candidate is
Chas. E. Hughes, formerly Governor of New York
State, a man distinguished for the vigor of his inde-
pendence and action, now a justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States.

There are those who believe that the rights of a
nation are its duties; that we mav surrender rights
but never our dutics: that the primary duty of a
nation 1s to protect its citizens at home and abroad
on land and sca; and that the duty the United States

should perform at whatever cost. They are unwilling
that any man, however wise and cood. shall decide
for the people the question whether or not  they
will perform their duty; thev want to perform this duty
and to clect a man with the will and the abilitv to
lead them in performing i Fheir logical candidate
15 Theodore Roosevelt

Fhis brief summary of  conflicting  currents  of

mion 1dd thi Outlook,” mas help e reader
to decide which group | wishes to belong to, and
ard by h mtluence i the prcelection  discussion
ol the next siv month

When one rea the dilterent accounts of the fuse
mvestigation in o i mots political paper<s of both
sides, he 1s forced o cheve that poli-i st liave

something to do wuh i, norhing  but  politics
could cause capalle re i editors ¢o vetr such

ntradictory acconnt 1 1he me  happenings
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What the United States Thinks g
Consolidated Schools.

The cansolidation of rural schools has been mak.

-

_ing rapid progress in the United States where the

two primary motives in' the movement are givenfas
(1) for the pur of securing better educational
facilities, and (2) for the purpose of decreasing the
cost of education on the school district. In Ontarip
the “cost” element has worked against .any g
in .our rural school system, but in the country to&
south it has been found that consolidation, compimd
with the old rural school is cheaper when account
is taken of what is accomplished. The greatest gain
from consolidation is in the making of two-teacher
(or more) schools of the one-teacher schools—the
making of graded schools.

Consolidation, as we now understand it, had its in-
ception in- Montague, Mass., in 1875, when three
“district” schools were abandoned and a new brick
building erected. This school is still flourishing,
and serves a territory of approximately 20 square
miles. In 1893 Seymour Rockwell, the founder,
wrote of this school:

“For 18 years we have had the best attendance
from the transported children; no more sickness among
them, and no accidents. The children like the
exceedingly. We have saved the town at least
a year. All these children now attend a well-equip
school-house at the center. The schools -are 3
everybody is converted to the plan. We encountered
all the opposition found anywhere, but we asserted
our sensible and legal rights and accomplished the
work. I see no way of bringing the country
up but to consolidate them, making them worth seeing;
then the people will be more likely to do their duty
by visiting them.” .

This school after 40 years of successful work is
going on to greater things.

In 1879 the second consolidated school in the United
States was started at Concord, Mass., and at the
present time the State has few one-room schools left.
In 1912, Ohio had 192 townships under consohglahon
of schools. In 1912 Indiana had 598 consolidated
schools, and the movement has grown very rapidly
since and spread to Louisiana, Carolina, Ala A
Arizona, Arkansas, Calitornia, Colorado, Connecticut,
Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas
Kentucky, Maine, Minnesota, Michigan, Mississipps,
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, .N.or.tb
Dakota, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia,
Washington, Wisconsin, and all these states an the
few not named are working ‘out a program O
velopment, and furtherance of some form of t‘he
consolidation idea. It is working out as may be
gleaned from the following statement by N. C. Me-
Donald, rural school inspector of North Dakota:

“In the 57 consolidated schools that I have visit
during the past two years, I have found the work to
be much better than in the best rural schools I have
been in at any time. Last year I conducted a series of
tests in spelling and arithmetic. These were giver
to the fifth and eighth grades, inclusive, 1n 30 one-
reacher rural schools, 30 graded rural schools, 30
consolidated schools, and 10 city schools. The rei;
cults are as follows: The grand average 1 botl
subjects for the fifth to eighth grades for city Sf:hooe;
was 90 per cent.; graded schools, 80; CO“S"l“.iath
<chools, 80; and rural schools, 55. Ior the eight
¢rade alone the grand average for both tests for city
schools was 90, for graded schools 80, for the c(;g-
solidated schools 81, and for the rural schools | +
The pupils in the rural schools were naturally jus
as bright as those in the other schools; but too ma“’;
classes for the teacher, poor attendance, anc p90n
teaching had left them far behind. (,onsolldat}:o
will remedy this and other conditions also. ) D
when we compare the number of boys comr_(ft;n
the eighth grade, the graded and the consol ah
schools are ahead of the rural school in that tte}'
graduate a larger proportion. In the schools inspec it
it is nearly three times as great, and for the CYt
schools it 1s seven times as great. Here 15 the gre:s
waste in the rural school. But consolidation '.mpﬂ:s,es
the grade and quantity of school work dﬂd,"‘ae
the proportion completing the eighth grade.

These are the advantages found from
tion in the Unites States:

1. Adequate supervision of the teacl
made possible through consolidation. )

2. Better educational results are obtaine
the better division of the pupils’ time betwe ,
tion and study. ‘

3. (fl;lssiﬁ{mion becomes possible with fallu;!‘;
advantages to the pupil of working in a class O pe of
approximately his own age and in the sameé stag
niental advancement.

~ 4. Vitalizing special subjects such
ing, agriculture, and household arts may
the consolidated school

! 5. High-school grades may be
the consolidated school. ) e

6. Pupils gain much education, p.‘m»mlh Cull;;ge;
and breadth of view from contact with t eschOOIS.

number of pupils met in the consolidated
e seriously delay!

of teachers-
ol is stable:

consolida-
1ing work 1§

d through
en recita-

s music, dra¥
be taught 1?
added to

casily

7. The child's progress is not
1s in the one-teacher school by the change
I'he teaching force in the consolidated s hoo time-
The entire force seldom changes at the safme force
In the one-teacher school the entire “k“l(‘lnngleam
alwavs changes at the same time, and S()Momteachﬂ
anv  adequate records behind. The neW " e
must classify the pupils on the pup!s owe
ments of where they belong.
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