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Conditions in the West

Anti-Wheat Speculation Bill Introduced.--Slow Wheat Mr.kets. -
Grain Congestion at the Head of Lakes.-—I'lax Statistics.--
[.abor Situation.

Special Correspondence by E. CORA HIND, Commercial and Agricultural Editor, Free
Press, Winnipeg.

Al the presen: session of the Manitoba Legis-
luture, D. A. Ross member for St. Clements pne &
prominent real egtate an, has given notice of
inirodocing @ bill to make gpecnlation in options

by G. H. T
consiit

supported
members for a

illegrwi.  This bill will be
Malcom, one of the
ucney and a promineul pr

rural

I grower,

e cxirercly prices of wheat during the
preciot cwsen cnoe tempted the ouside pabliv
to oourn: v and the veey rapid {luctua-
tion: navee resvi'td o many of them losing their
weaey, #nd fth; il tcanundiniely o gore, Mr.
Muuds et U Dropasiiion of o tas on §Hectl-
laturr e Vieow owve Lo nay s0me siei
s 827 hedore irow cootd trade, it would have
d Cetorrenr eftedd in no manner of doubt
that fhe “armere i o0 hoen amoneg the worst of-

this

neyernr

fenders i the nalh ‘ cechless speculation

grain  mon
the outside gpecu
rushed in,

yeac.,  Days when tieaiad

O AU
dreasaed ol tonching the meerked,
lator more
and of courso

and eaprcintly the farmer,

{hiey i peop!s who invariahly

wie

sqoeal (he londest when they are hurt.

Milicrs.
1L B, Dobalt, woestern manager for the Ogilvie
Milling Company, gav:- ovidence befors the culu

niission inquiring into the high cost of living to day.

He depled stoutly ihii hece was  any  cotnbino

ninong the millers to raise ile prices, and blamed
the advance in flour enlirely 1o the high cost of
whour.  In the course of his evidence, Mr. Dobell
informed the commission that hiv company had
expoviod every barrel ol tlour made since 14t Dec-
cinher, he was silent when asked if teese wers
war ordera, but stated later taal during the past

year, from 40 to 50 per ceni of all {lowr milled by

He atfirmed (hat

them had been cxported. G the

smull bakers were (o coutinue  i0 buasiness, (he
price of the loal would have to oo s
Marxets,
The narkets in the last two giys nayve heen
waterially affected by the submmarine ackivitios, and
extrem>ly dull ind nrrow. T he

ihe market is

writer has been on the Winnipes ¥ for near-

ly 16 years and has never before haowa ol AETY a
prominent men being oft the trading ile,r wur ny
January. The fact that buving ix done altogth

fhirough one company ix not w holly responsible Tov
the dullness, some of it i3 dne to the tremendous

" N N niet +F
congestion ol trafiic and U TRERTANE FVUAR P B o
crain.  The following dispatcie jus. v cved fromw
Fort Willinm, Ont. tells ite owin vale: SPheve s a

. , .
congestion of grain at the fowd of the lakes, all

E: "y th Tvge
the elevators ars full ap and . mpossible fhe:
{fore to untoad any more cars al e greun plants.

L

(Cars are being spotted in (he rreyay yords RED

aaitehied

nated to which elevator they ars 1o bye
when there may be room for the unlawding of the
grain.

The reason for this congestion L tha' e i
o much poor grade wiheat coming down and it
{akes up more room in the hn than whea! o B
ter grade hitherio has.

It is not permissible now foomixoauy ol this
arain, cach grade requiring i separaee o, e the
meantime, the railways by atl tail ¢ ipnwent. are
doing their besi te relieve fueon bl sty Rae ™ Lndis
adian Pacific is handling about 75 care o day cast,
and the (anadian Nortnern a similar nomber, and
the Canadian Govermment Railway ah ol ity cars
a day.

Weathor has been very bad jn the APy
roeeipts of country elevators bave  been mall.
Chartes H. Thornton who Bas Tor seie yinirs Leon
roparded as oone of the grain excinnze adinod
on has issued sonie Ve imtar.sting figures
chowing that in 1913 the shipmeni of flax 1rom
Tndin, Argentina, Unitel States, Canada and Russia

anl total of 73,950,000 bushels.

amounted to the

In that year Argenting contributed overs 41,000,000
Lushels while in 1916 hor contribution had shrunk
Oy oa little over 18,000,600, Viguring (e Canralian
surpins in store in terminaks and in the rfarners

available sced in
United States, Ar-
that ti

hela

4.000,000 bushcls, the
23,400,000 in the
This
1o 9,000,000 b

hands  at
ight is only

gentine and Canada.
shoriage ol 4,000,000

there i @

bated on

maeans

8,000,000
crop of

requircwents ot 7,000,000 to
busiiels shortage, as compared with the
1915. Taken from uny point of view it looks as if
in flax wouald be a good thing

average

a moderate acreage
for the coming season.

Labor Situation.
woek the various breed assoCiations of Mani-
Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association
Brandon, and the

f.ast
toha and the
lirld their annual
Breeders Association of the-Proviuce of Saskatche-
meeting in  Saskatoon.
labor situation was
very

meetings in

wan held their annual
At all of these wmeetings the

discussed.  The Manitobua breeders passed a
resoltion askiung for conscription, in scme
The foreign laborer of every
nationality tas taking tull advantage of the
condition cveated by so large a number of our men
having goae to var. They are practically relusing
to work at all in the wiinter, and are asking exorbi-
(ant wages for (he coming spring and the sittation

strong
form of foreign labor.
heen

i serione in view of the aclive need for production.

There is a (aic swount of summer f{allow land
ready for seed, but there is practically no fall
ploughing. the scason havineg been wet and this

means thal even under the most favorable condi-
lious acreazes in wheat should be curtailed, to some
extent this will not be any special drawback il there
is time and help to get the land in geod shape to
sped to coarse graing; but should the spring be late
and unfavorable it will mean that all varieties of
alg will be curtailed. Much of the help which
is in {he country, even if willing to work at reason-
able wages, is not of a high degree of efficiency
and the amount that will he wsccemmpiished will be
considerably than from the same number of
workers of a higher degree of efficiency, and with

less

—the-spur-of ateathy-toyal dosive (o prodace the coun-

try's best. As one man very aptly put it, “The best
toreign

slitule for your own

worker yeu can bire is a mighty peor sub-

son.”
idea of the way in which the farmers of
Manitoba have responded to the call for men for the

army maay be gaihcred irom the fact that in one

Soure

brecders' meeting whore there were 45 men present,
19 of them htad =ons zt the front
Live Stock.

have bean souaring and new high

Livestoch
'

re HEE Eiey)

cape cially ia hogs.,
morning-at $13.25 per (wt,,
pot e

hands ai al8 36,

cords it ¢ heea ade

ala il
-r 500 chaanged
wezn were maialy purchased for

numbe e of hops

witilo

ouces Beef prices have siso

St simh, aud there heve been a nuh-
at $8 por cwt. for sieers. cows have

Srom $6.25 o

o 4, and bands

DrT B0

& NUieLor oF 2tockers and fooders have

ady at fio0, CChe furmers oo, of course,

i prices, but tue city cousiumer
that dons not expand ove veally ap-
Bacon reiails, sliced, at 44 cents

»tie toin chop of pori sells at 25 ceuts.

Scottish Co-operative,
Logwu in grain circlas for some time
English cud Hcof-

ttohae hnen

thar waen ihe directors of the

tish Co-operaiive Societies were in Canada last fall,
pari 6f their business was to secure land on which
their During

the past week the:

own compainy would produce creps.

announce the suciess ol their

negotiations,  They have puarchased i Susohaleh-
cwan, 27 mies soulh of Rosetown on the Saska-
toor-Crigue,  orench of the Canadian  Northern,
10,000 acres. ‘Lhy major vortion of ithis hus alreauy
been under cwltivalion, it having been tfarwed by

Al the land which is ready,
cad whiclh can be ploughed noxt spring will be seed-
ed, mainly n wheat, though there will be a propor-
This is 10 be a straight
“prodacer to proposition ws the groin
shipped ilirough the comp.anies’ own ele-
vators to thieiv own mills in Scotiand and ¥ngland
for grinding. It is quite likelv that (he land pur-
this company will ke the
very near tuture, they have looked at land both
in Manitoba and Alberta and it is generally under-
that they hope t) acquive land in both of
these provinces as well ag i‘u/.Sn%‘.m!chw'zm.

The farm in Seskalchewan will be under the di-

an \merican company.

? cars, bariey and flax.

fion «
cousumer”
will be

extended in

chases of

staod

Elhpire Cotton
Mills ‘.- Limited

Manufacturers of
Textiles, Sail Duck,
Bag Cloths

and

Seamless Bags

Write for Quotations

rect management cf Superintendent Howes, who is
an American of Inglish descent, and the general
supervision will be in charge of George Fisher, the
(‘anadian representative of the Scottish Co-opera-
tive, who has charge of the companies’ business on
the Winnipeg Grain lSxchange.
GAIN IN GRAIN TRADE ON GREAT.
LAKES.

The tremendous business handled last yvear by lake
of the

which declares ‘‘that the

vessels is emphasized by the annual report

Lake Carriers’ Association,
ore movement in 1916 was 64,734,198 tons, as agains:
49,070,478 tons in the hitherto banner year of 1913.7

The report adds, however, that, although contract
ore rates were increased 10 cents a ton a last year,

“the boats made very little money,” because “operal-
ing expenses were so greatly increased.”

It is stated, however, that “the outlook for. 1917 is
roseate,” because, after a lapse of sixteen years, the
ore rate of $1 a ton from ports at the head of Lake
Superior has heen re-established,

The Great 1916 totalled 363.-
999,156 bushels, a decrease of 22,166,896 bushels from
1915.

most “significant feature Jf the year's trade” as the

Lakes grain trade in

The report adds that the grain rates were the

average rate per bushel for the season was 41, cents,
compared with 215 cents the preceding year,

lives and fourteen vessels were Josl
Thi=

heavy casualty record is the most serious since 1913,

Seventy-three
on the Great Lakes during the season of 1916,

when a fearful November storm claimed the greatest
toll of lives and of ships in the history of inland navi-

gation,

TO DEVELOPE MINERAL RESOURCES IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA,

Mr. fl. ¢ Brewster, Uremier of British Columbia
stutes that he has been successful in securing finan-
of the im-

The mat-

cial assistance towards the development

mense mineral resources of the province.
ters which required immediate attention were the
establishment of a steel plant which, with the vast
amount of ore available, could be kept in operation
for an indefinite time. and the erection of a smelting
would greatly reduce the gquantity of

plant, which

copper now going to the United States refineries,

THE NATIONAL TRUST CO.

The financial statement of National Trust Com-
pany, Ltd., for 1916 shows further cxpansion of a

substantial sort, total assets under the company’s

administration, rising to $69,197,054, against $59.-
332,485 at the end of 1915. They are more than

three times the assets reported by the
scven years ago.

The principal gain last year was in “estates, trust
and agency! accounts, the funds and investments
under this heading standing at $58,651,752, an_in-
crease of well on to $9,500,000. The company's

guaranteed trust account also continued to grow.

company

In the Superior Court, at Quebec, "Hon.  Justice

Dorion rendered judgment in the case of Geo. Tan-

guay, Ltd., against the Great Northwestern Teleq
graph Company, an action claiming $1,237.50, dam-
ages from defendant for the non-transmission of a

telegram anrd by which faect the plaintiff claims he

suffered losses. Tne conrt dismissed the claim with

costs.
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