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Conditions in the West Empire Cotton 
Mills Limited

t

Anti-Wheat Speculation Bill Introduced.— Slow Wheat Mnkets. 
Grain Congestion at the Head of Lakes.—Max Statistics

Labor Situation1.
Special Correspondence by E. CORA HIND, Commercial and Agricultural Editor, Free

Press, Winnipeg.
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Bag Cloths

7,000,00V to 8,000,000 
compared with the crop of 

point of view it looks as if

requirements ofthe present session of the Manitoba Lcgis- avorage
bushels shortage, as 
1015. Taken from any 
a moderate acreage in flax would he a good tiling

A l
laiure. IX A. Ross member for Ht. (Moments anc a 
prominent real estate man, has given notice of 
ini.rouacing a bill to make speculation in options 

Tliis bill will be supported by G. 11. .T.
and

for tl'.o coming season.illegal.
Ma loom, one of the members for a rural eonstit Seamless BagsLabor Situation.

various breed associations of Maui- 
Manitoba Grain Growers' Association 

annual meetings in Brandon, and the 
Association of thexRroviuce of Saskatche-

Saskatoon.

in-in y and a proTuiimii'. grain grower.
The extremely high prices of wheat during the 

tempt'd the outside public

l.ast week the 
toha and the 
held I heir 
Breeders 
>.van Held 
At all of

Write for Quotations
tu : m i?usual lifgrci , and tin* wry rapid Ihietua- 
tinf... huvv resuvi i1. ii. many of them losing their their annual meeting ui 

these meetings tlie labor situation was 
Manitoba breeders passed a very
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i"?p sti on of a tax on s;e*< u- 
• ! h:> v.ui'O t.u pay some sut it 

jld trade, it would have 
; e rr* >:•- no manner of doubt

The
resolution asking for conscription, in seme

discussed.
reel management cf Superintendent Howes, who is 

American of English descent, and the general 
supervision will be in charge of George Fisher, the 
Canadian representative of the Scottish Co-opera­
tive, who has charge of the companies' business on 
the Winnipeg Grain Exchange.

strong
form of foreign labor. The foreign laborer of every 
nationality has been taking full advantage of the, 
condition created by so large a number of our men 

They are practically refusing 
to work at all i:i the winter, and are asking exorbi­

té,r t tie coming spring and the situation

an

vt’ikb r.s !V,;f't;iiliition Ibisfondrri in 1 Ik? inal.V'* liu-vinc: gone to v.av.
Dayti when <■v.jcr'em .ni grain nu n neveryea r.

dreamed of tonchioi; the mark el, t he outside sper.u (ant wages
is serious in view of the at live need for production. 

There is a fair amount of summer fallow land 
is practically no fall

lator and more esp'-ciaMy ihe farmer, rushed in. 
and of course tin y v ... . p. upîe who invariably 
:*qnoa1 !hn loudvsi v. 1v*m tiny are hurl.

GAIN IN GRAIN TRADE ON GREAT. 
LAKES.

ready for seed, but there 
ploughing, the sa son having been wet and this 
means that even under the most favorable condi­
tions acreages in wheat should be curtailed, to some 
extent this will not be any special drawback if there 
is time ami help to get the land in good shape to 
seed to coarse grains; but should the spring be late 
and unfavorable it will mean that all varieties of 
cereals will be curtailed. Much of the help which

M- Iters.
1L it. DobolL, western manager for the Ogilvie 

Milling <’ompaiiv, gave evidence before the euiu 
mission inquiring into the high cost of living today. 
He denied stoutly Ih; i. I here was any combine 
among the millers to raise ihe prices, and hlamed 
I lie advance in Hour entirely io the high cost of 
wiieur. fn the course of his evidence. Mr. Dobell 
in formed the commission that hit company had 
ex/mvled every barrel of flour made since 14th Dec­
ember, he was silent when asked if tense were 
war orders, but stated later Liai during the past 
year, from 40 to 50 per < enr of all flour milled by 
thern had been exported. He affirmed Mint if the 
airmJI bakers were Io continue in business. |he 
prier of the loaf would have 1, n ir:

Markets,

The tremendous business handled last year by lake 
vessels is emphasized by the annual report of the 
Lake Carriers’ Association, which declares “that the 
ore movement in 1916 was 64,734,198 tons, as againsL 
49,070,478 tons in the hitherto banner year of 1913.“ 

Tlie report adds, however, that, although contract 
or© rates were increased 10 cents a. ton a la=t year, 
“tlie boats made very little money," because “operat­
ing expenses were so greatly increased.”

It is stated, however, that “the outlook for >917 is 
roseate," because, after a lapse of sixteen years, the 
ore rate of $t a ton from ports at the head of .Lake 
Superior has been re-established.

The Great Lakes grain trade in 1916 totalled 363,- 
999,156 bushels, a decrease of 23.166,896 bushels from 
1915. The report adds that the grain rates were the 
most “significant feature of the year’s? trade” as the 
average rate per bushel for the season was 4cents, 
compared with 2 Vi cents the preceding year.

Seventy-three lives and fourteen vessels were losl 
the Great Lakes during the season of 1916. This 

heavy casualty record is the most serious since 1913. 
when a fearful November storm claimed the greatest 
toll of lives and of ships in the history of inland navi­
gation.

is in the country, even if willing to work at reason- 
aide wagf-s. is not of a high degree of efficiency 
and the amount that will !:•» accomplished will be 
considerably less Ilian from ttie same number of 
workers of a higher degree of efficiency, and with 

-tite-spar-of a-FeaHy-toytU desire to prodace the coun­
try’s best. As one man very aptly put it, “Tlie best 
foreign worker you can hire i« a mighty poor sub­
stitute for your own son."

Some idea of the way in which the farmers of 
Manitoba have responded to the call for men for the 
army may lie gathered from the fact, that in one 
breeders’ meeting where there were 45 men present. 
40 of them had sons at the front.
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Live Stock.
Livestock prim.-' have been soaring and new high 

’•"cord» ii a' e been made especially in hoy x. n. bir,;0January, 
through one company

;
number cf hop sold in is morning-tit $ 13.25 per < w t., 

. -r 500 changed hands at
of it is duo to tin’ tremendousI lie dullness, some
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of TO DEVELOPE MINERAL RESOURCES IN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA.
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I'ort William. Ont . . orunco pa-urltyr houses.

high, and there have been a num-’.i'dii excepte tall 
Iter of sales at $!* per cwt. for steers, cows have 
* ci t - s . “c'y "port 57.50 to $8, and bulls from $0.55 to 
$7.'.;;, a number of siockers and fc tiers have

The farmer.? are, of course,

Mr. ft. C. Brewster, Premier of British Columbia, 
states that he has been successful in securing finan­
cial assistance towards the development of the im- 

mincral resources of the province. The mat-

congestion of grain at 
the elevators ur ■ full up and it u impossible liter.

'ii ' grain plaid.'.fore to unload any more cars at 
Cars are being spotted in lie rttu.vay yards Jem g mense

ters which required immediate attention were tlie 
establishment of a steel plant which, witli the- vast

cheng. ii ; amis tit $0.50. 
re jo: the high prices, but the city consumer
will- k.vv that does not. expand are realty ap­
pall :J at. tic. pr'.uti. Bacon retails, slit ed, at 4ti cyuts

to be switchednateil to wtiicli elevator ilicv are
lie vooiu for I he unloading of thewhen there may 

grain.
Tin-

amount of ore available, could he kept in operation 
for an indefinite time, and tlie erection of a smelting 

which would greatly reduce the quantity of 
going to tlie United States refineries.

reason for ill is t ringesVc.u id, the
pound wiiile Imn chop of pork sells at 22 cents.mm li poor grade wiicai coming down

leu. Ilian wheal e V-
plant, 
copper nowScottish Co-operative.

Ii ii as been known in grain cirrlas for some time 
that vvheu ihv directors of the English and Scot­
tish Co-operative Societies were in Canada last fall, 
purl or their business was to secure land on which 
their own company would produce crops. During 
(lie pact week they announce the suet ess of their 
negotiations. They have purchased in Saskatch­
ewan, 27 mic s south of Rosetown on tlie Saska­
toon-Calgary branch of the Canadian Northern, 
10.000 acres. Thy major portion of this has, alroauv 
In on under cultivation, it having been farmed by 
an American company. All the land which is ready,

lakes up more room in the 
1er grade hitherto has.

It is not permissible
grain, each grade requiring a separate 
meantime, I lie railways hv all rail : hipmetit 
doing their best, to relieve tic 
iulian Pacific is handling about 75 car. a day cast, 
and the Canadian Northern a 
I in* Canadian Government Railway 'ahead tdty t

of this
l." the 

are
ritual km. id’ Can-

now In mix any THE NATIONAL TRUST CO.ii.ii.
?

The financial statement of National Trust Com­
pany, Ltd., for 1916 shows further expansion of a 
substantial sort, total assets under the company's 
administration, rising to $69,197,054, against $59,- 
332,485 at the end of 1915. They are more than 
three times the assets reported by the company 
seven years ago.

Tlie principal gain last year was in “estates, trust 
and agency.” accounts, the funds and investments 
under this heading standing at $58,651,752, an .In­
crease- of well on to $9,500,000. 
guaranteed trust account also continued to grow.

similar number, and
la vs

a day.
WVuth. r has boon very bat! in 1 ' ^ vault-: ry -:iu 

lia v»' 1)$'* * 11 : mall.
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r, evipts of country elevators
Tuiries II. Thornton who has for seine years been

one of tin- grain exchange air inn-lid. : and which can he ploughed next spring will be seed­
ed, mainly in wheat, though there will be a propor-

i »

i\ ganlod nr:
mi flax, has isstivd some vory 
showing that in 1913 Die shipment of flax from 
India. Argentina, t nib l States, Canada anil Russia 

minted to the grand total of 73.980,000 bushels. 
Dial year Argentina contributed over 11,000.000 

while in 1910 tier contribution had shrunk

inter sling ligures The company'sI ion i,: oats, barley and llax. This is to be a straight 
"producer to < onsumer" proposition as the grain 
will he shipped through the companies' own ole-am In tlie Superior Court, at Quebec, Hon. Justice 

Dorion rendered judgment in the case of. Geo. Tan­
guay, Ltd., against the Great Northwestern Tvlex 
graph Company, an action claiming $1,237.50, dam-

valors to tlieir own mills in Scotland and England 
fur grinding. It is quite likely that the land pur­
chases of this company will be extended in tho 
very near future, they have looked at land both 
in Manitoba and Alberta and it is generally under- ages from defendant for the non-transmission of a 
stood that they hope t > acquire land in both of

In
bushels

a little over 18.000,fidO. 
surplus in store in terminals and in tin- farmers 
hands at 4.000.000 bushels, tlie available seed in 
sight is only 23,100.000 in the United States, Ar- 

This means that there is a

Figuring the Canadiani i

telegram ar.d by which fact the plaintiff claims he
suffered losses. Too court dismissed the claim withthese provinces as well as irySaskatche.wan.

The farm in Saskatchewan will be under the (ii-
and Canada.gel-till

shortage of 4,000,00» to à/.00,000 bushels based on costs.
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