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NTARIO farmers are aroused as
O they have not been in many

yoars over the recent order-in-
council conseripting farm boys from
twenty to twenty-two years of age and
are determined to leave nothing un-
done that can be done to induce the
Dominion Government to revoke its
decision In this matter. This was
clearly shown at the meeting of from
2,000 to 2,500 farmers held in Toron-
to last Friday and Saturday for the
purpose of discussing the situation
and determining what action should
be taken. Everything that it was pos-
sible to do under the circumstances
was done. While immediate resultts
may not be achleved, ultimately mueh
&ood should result from the strong
stand our farmers are laking.

What Was Done.

In brief the convention prepared
and issued a statement expressing
their loyalty and the reasons which
have led them to oppose the Gov-
ernment’s action.

Definite - recommendations were
adopted for submission to the Govern-
ment urging the exemption of owners
or practicil managers of farms and
that where they have been drafted
that they be extended leave of ab-
sence and that one skilled man should
be allowed for each 100 acres or
major part thereof.

A committee was appointed to go
o Ottawa and lay the views of the
farmers before the and

armers Determined in

Mass Meeting in Toronto Decides to Continue the
will be Started— Deputation Sent to Ot'awa—Farmers St

the Government th) following facts:
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acted. Among the resolutions adopt:
ed on Saturday was the following:—

“That, supplementing the resolu.
tions of this conveution, our Ottawa
committee be requisted to convey tu

“1st. That because of the Orderdn
Council ot April 20th relating to the
Military Service Act, many farms
have been left without & man on
them. the stock is not bet g properly
cared for and an alarmingly large

sonce, are but

Their Oppositionto Military Service At
S by e § g bty e i M

men do not know how to present their
properly;

Increasing the unrest.

“4th, That in view of these condi-
tions we would urge the Government,
in the Interests of the Nation and of
the Bmpire, to pass an Order-in-Coun.

The Resolutions Passed at the Big Toronto
Convention

HE following are the resolutle last Friday at the Torento con-
Tmmnmnmlamm'-mrnmu
@iven In another column,

3 The Farmers' Position,
The organized farmers of Ontario believe that the time has come when
it is in the best Intes nd of that
::I.:I" l” 1 5 rd to the h’h Sadns
on rovinee In rega: effect of the working
‘-.1 m& v:-‘m' to the &umn lw:.'n Aot.  Put briefly this position
—

1. The farmers desire to express their unbounded loyaity to the Empire
in the struggle n which It Is and their lll.n h’l‘ﬁ?‘:“l
to put forth their utmost efforts in
rmers

i

it Ontario are willing to or to produce in
to the needs of the allied nations, & ¢
3. The successtul tion of the war, according to the statements
of the Governments of all the allled natios uUpon the production
sufficlent to wu the front and
needs of the peoples of A coun
F r first hand h”whwnlm from actual contact with
he that the enforcement of the pro.
A roed, will e absolutely disastrous
of the Empire.
OF expact to receive any special

urge lmmediate action.
An organizer is to be appointed
who will assist farmers in
to express their opposition to the ac
tion of the Government, Members of
Parliament will be asked to resign
who will not support the farmers’
stand. Special attention will, in all
probability, be given to
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such as East Durham, which is repre-
sented by Hon. N. W. Rowell, the

Chalrman of the War Council of the
Cabinet, and who Is believed to be

largely responsible for the recent ac.

tion of the Government. As this s
almost entirely a rural constituency

it is believed that the farmers will
bave a good opportumity to make
their influence felt.

A large sum was pledged for the
starting of an official organ through
which It will be possible for the farm-
ers of the Province to make their
views known ou public questions and
by means of which the work of organi-
zation throughout the province will be
promoted.

President H. W. Wood, of the Unit-
ed Farmers of Alberta, was present
and made a statement In reference to
the famous telegram sent by the
Executive Committee of that organi-
sation to the Government and read by
Hon. Sir Robt, Borden to the mass
meeting of farmers held in Ottawa
recently. Mr. Wood let it be unden
stood that the Alberta faimers felt
that a mistake had been made in the
wording of this telegram and express-
ed the deepest regret that it should
have caused an apparent break in the
sympathy that exists between the
farmers of the Bast and of the West
After hearing this statement the con.
vention passed a resolution express-
ing its goodwill towards the farmers
of Alberta and its desire to work
union with them.

Resolutions Passed.

In another column appear the
main resolutions as passed at the
large meeting held in Massey Hall
Friday afternoon. As it was not
found pessible to complete all the
business by Friday night a consider-
able nimber of the delegates remain-
©d over until Saturday, when consid-
erable addétional business was trans-
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2. 't the war has withdrawn tens of thousands of our best farmers
and farmers’ sons who enlisted for military service, nds of other
‘workers on lmvmm«mmnmmm.mm rawn
from the farms tc engage In work In munition factories. The effect of all
mrkun-numnmmummlﬁulmmﬂu
labor that Is alarmingly reducing the production of our farms and mmg
the n;_nuu con previsusly existin
existad, Trom it fiewt It was possible fo take extrs h-'... where such
preventing further preduc-
tion, that conditien no longer exists, S

oertain farms without absolutely
Ithdrg from a
cases, the directing farms on v B o pae” oot
oity and other

'Ma on which they are employed. While
veluntary labor may be emplo) 1o work under eylo- super-
vision on some hlﬂ"::‘ .‘;I:kly incapabl '.n ﬂllm:‘uu positions of the
men who have been work on our farma, a ho are now

withdrawn from production. % n i e

5. That the withdrawal of the men now belng taken from agricultural
lon Is having an absolutely disastrous sfect production of
by forcing the sate of thousands of head of breeding stock and prevent-
ing cultivation in ration for next season’
6. That the

front, but of the resl

z't'hn-m
19 materially ‘inrease the cost of .u_-
producing foad 10 "wuppiv the Weeds of 78 %% 100 sotgiecy ortn i e

3 in order that the Government and the public understand the
seriousness of on the farmers ol 3:!
members of the Cabinet, Including at mnm mem|

(Continued on page 19.)
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was apparent that the nerves of wany
of the delegates were highly strung
because of the character of :icey
events. This led to some wilg ™
un‘nlou being made by o

speaker was
hml‘ll‘ wi
farmer of |

Deat.
v Hall |
were _sometimes oy
thelr feet at once trying to yet the
attention of the chalrman. On
whole, however, the meeting: wepy
splendidly conducted, for whicli mgey
credit Is due to President R. 1/ iy,
bert, of the URO. who as 1o pp,
siding officer, acquitted himselr most
creditably.

It was not to be wondered . that

o present felt t'ie sigyg,
tion keenly. Almost all of (nen
knew of farms in their home | trizte
that had been stripped of the r last
remaining man and wheve, n copg
quence, in many cases great harishiy
was resulting. Peter Porter, of Byp
ford, told of seven farms witiin 4
radius of two mdles of his plac. wigy,
“out an able bodled man on th
was reported on Friday that many of

" s =
she only
-.w' to impres
, this country wi

light and p
ds of tarmer
antly | visited M
farm near Brant

the boys are going to be rus uatic water Ay
that night to the front from .'\ug:: mce of ""'"‘
Camp without being given tho custom, since my """
ary final four days leave of Des ed up m"‘.
at home. Immediate steps were (akey 9o "; g . C
to investigate this report and laer 8 slectrich
word was recefved from Niaza: : iy I foand an _".l, ¢
the report was unfounded as ar y “‘1"‘”’| ¥
'any young men being sent from "l" "‘m'"n
Niagara that night or for some day e Gook el
thereafter was concerncd. Deicsates g i
said that some commanding officery ""”:l :‘ I
had treated the requests of farn boyy sbmen

for leave of absence with ridicule and The Home Gene
refused them consideration. One dels

gate, Charles Henry, of Dobbington, -M;; ;r:‘.:
took considerable time to try ang the electric  pow
convince the convention that the mill electricity Taay
tary officers were exceedin: (heir Small home lgh
authority in refusing exemption and brought to o
that it was possible to get practically on. A year |
every young fellow exempted ir § + Palr, London, Ox

could be shown by means of .o alfh %

ntyne, of Strat
davit, presented to the proper military

bome lighting §

authorities that he was a farmer's so ton it was givi
noeded for exceptionnl reasor s« in pro- home & #
duction. The convention was not pre and storage b
paved to accept this statement with and barns, m
the result that it was decided (o tele supplies

graph Hon, T. A. Crerar for further
information. Hon. Mr. Crerar's reply

was received Saturday morning. It

was to the following effect

“Message just recelved. Order
incouncil, May 26 modifics pro-
vision of order April 20 and pro-
vides where a man drafted is sole
support of widowed mother, in
valld father or helpless depend-
ent leave of absence may be
by military authorities,

Just & weelwor twe

Oeo. R. Barrle & |
1 acre farm |
[ & real partnership
Just across the
home, n new Iy

number of farms will soon pass out
of cultivation.

lousness of the
confidence fn the Government and u
serfous

Couneil of April 20th, is not working

they can deal with the situation pro.
perly;

“Ind. That farmers, knowing the ser-
situation, are losing

of unrest Is provalent ;‘“

out satdsfactorily. representatives at Ottawn leave-ol-ab
1st. Because the granting of leave: ::v“t.hd 8t least four days at home

of-absence has been left in the hands boys Just prior to their de-

of men who, because of their mill. PArure overseas.

tary duties, are not so situated that Character of Meeting.

“Ind. Because many of the young

at Depot Datts
Mon after he reports for duty. Am |
weiting.” (Signed) T. A. Crerar. |
Some  isappointed.
Most of the /wrmers who attended
the left for home feeling that

unry;:‘ln‘ possibie had been done and



