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was almost pained surprise to 
show in his clear-cut face. “It 
is unfortunate, I’ll admit ; 
but----- ”

The indrawn breath of Kend­
rick was like the rasping of a 
tile ; he leaned forwa I, his head 
thrown out.

“Don’t say you’ll refuse. She­
'll die unless you do it, sir.”

“It is unfortunate—most un- 
fortnuate. No ; it is not so much 
a question of means, as you 
seem to think. To be sure, I 
make it a rule never to perform 
an operation of any kind without
first receiving my fee----- ”

Kendricks burst in upon the 
precise mouthing of words ; he 
could hardly restrain himself 
from seizing the man and drag­
ging him to his own mean home. 
He knew Dr. Sigurdsen held the 

jgift of healing ; it was common 
humanity demanding his ser-

“But, perhaps under the con­
ditions, it might have been pos­
sible to waive that. An excep­
tional case, such as this is----- ”

He had a habit of seldom 
finishing his sentences ; he left 
them to the will of his hearer ; 
it saved trouble, and no one 
could ever accuse him of a pro­
nouncement that might sound in­
human.

“I haven’t a stiver saved— 
honest ; but look at them.” He 
held out stubby fingers, covered 
with black hair to the knuckles ; 
the digits of a mighty man. Si­
gurdsen studied them closely, 
wondering what fear of conse­
quences it was that held those 
same fingers back from his 
throat. For he knew that the 
necessary operation would never 
be performed by himself. “I’M 
work them to the bone ; I’ll be 
your slave ; you can use me for 
what you like; but—but—save 
her, sir; for God's sake, save 
her.”

Sigurdsen shook his head. It 
• .:** well shaped, with hair grey­
ing at the swelling temples ; but 
there was that in the slow, side­
ways movement that gripped icy 
fingers round Kendrick’s heart. 
He would not give up the con­
test; he was a born fighter to 
the last. He made another 
appeal.

“Sailors can’t save ; I was a 
sailor before I—I married and 
took on this job at .the docks. 
Hut I’ll sell myself to the devil 
if nothing else will serve.”

“I’m sorry ; but it is impos­
sible. Don’t you know, I sail by 
lie ‘Mercantius,’ and she leaves 

in less than an hour.”
“There’s a score of boats sail- 

ig inside the next ten days, sir; 
.hat does a day matter? Save 
er; she’s only a tiny mite, five 
oars old—not a day more; and 
lat cunning—why !”—he drew 
is hand across his forehead and 
oked vacantly at the dripping

fingers—“why, she’s wrapped 
herself round my heart ; her 
fingers have taken hold of me 
here.” He clutched at his breast. 
Normally an unemotional man, 
his dire need made him a mag­
nificent actor, and Sigurdsen 
noted at the back of his recep­
tive brain the fact that real 
emotion was the finest teacher 
of gesticulation in the world.

“She pulled me up out o’ hell, 
she did ; a little thing like her. 
It’s her life that’s going, and you 
can save it. He said you’d do 
it—that young doctor I got to

- He broke off, looking implor­
ingly at the eminent surgeon 
through eyes that were sus­
piciously swollen. He was a big 
man, his strength was mon­
strous ; Sigurdsen knew a mo­
ment’s fear. If this man cut 
loose from his restraint and 
hurled himself upon him, the 
consequences might be disas­
trous.

“And it’s to be done at once, 
if at all,” said Kendricks. “Will 
you do it, sir?”

“I’ve told you—it’s impossible. 
I sail in an hour—really,” he

looked at the solemn-ticking 
clock. "I shall have to leave 
you now.”

“Then you’re going to let my 
Lucy die? That’s what it is— 
she’s dying fast. God above, 
you don’t mean it, sir—you 
can’t. What’s a trip by the 
Mercantius compared to a child’s 
life? She’s dying.”

“She will probably be spared a 
deal of trouble mv man. This 
world is pretty full of troubles 
at the best.”

“And it’s the like of you that 
create the most of them.” A tiny 
fleck of foam had appeared upon

YOUR CHOICE
Of These Wonderful New 
Style EDISONS Shipped
THE EDISON! THE GENUINE EDISON!—Thomas A. Edison’s 
superb new style Instrument shipped free on this REMARKABLE offer

Mr. Edison Saysil'Z!rnil^.Pmmv>
For the Phonograph is Mr. Edison’s pet and hobby. lie has worked for years to 
make this Phonograph excel all others, and now you may obtain any of these 
wonderful new style outfits on an ultra liberal offer.

Just Take Your Choice v"“ D"v' H‘"
"vThe Edison Offer Wcwl|,Mnd■ you a new

model Edison Phonograph and your choice of 
all the Amberol records on an absolutely free 
loan no obligations no deposit, no guarantee 
nor C.O.D. to us whatever. We want you to 
have al. the waltzes, two-steps vaudevilles 
minstrels, grand operas, also the sacred music, 
etc hv the world's greatest artists. Enter­
tain your family and your friends. Give plays 
and converts right in your own parlor. Ileur 
the songs, solos, duets and quartettes, the peaitng 
organ, the brass bands, the symphony orchestras 
the choirs of Europe's great cathedrals, the pianos 
and violin virtuoso concerts—all these we want you 
to hear free as reproduced on the Edison phono­
graph, Then—when you are through with the 
out lit—send it back to us.

Get Free the New Edison Book
We will send you our handsome new 
Edison book and full particulars of our 
wonderful free loan offer absolutely free 
and prepaid. You should see our grand new Edison 
book, it will give you the list of the thousands of 
records and all the machines that you have to choose from. 
Wr.te today—do not delay. Get the free book and learn 
about this wonderful free trial offer. Send postal or letter, 
or just the coupon without any letter—but WRITE NOW I

Edison Phonograph Distributers
âderssF F X Babson lice-Pn-sWent and Ben' Manager

Kept "M>3 ?55 Po- .age Ave* Winnipeg, Canada

To Buy Anything
ffaacnil* Why should we make]
nCaeUff* such an ultra liberal] 

offer? Why should we go to all this expense and 
trouble just so you can have these free concerts? 
Well, I'll tell you. We are tremendously proud of 
this new instrument. When .tom get it in your town 
we know everybody will say that nothing like it has 
ever been heard—so wonderful, so beautiful, such a 
king of entertainers—so we are sure thaï at least 
some me—if not you then somebody else, will want 
to buy one of these uni1 style Edisons (espenaUy as 
they are ùewy ojlereit nou at the most asloumting 
rock bottom priée—amt on terms as tow as

a month) Perhaps you yourself will le 
glad to keep this outfit. But even if nobody buys 
we’ll be glad anyway that we sent you the new 
Edison on the tree loan—for that is our way of ad­
vertising quickly its wonderful superiority.

I Free Catalog Coupon
I Edison Phonograph Distributers

F. K. BABSON
t *1*1.7706, 355 Portage Ave- Winnipeg, Canada

Western office- 65 Port Street. Ban Frond**»
U 8. Office Edison Htock Chic.ua. III.

Without nny obligations on me whatsoever. pU-.^e send me y

I 
I
I Edison Book ami full part iculars of vour nev -|>ecial tree loan offer on 

the uew style, improved LLdSUN Phouvt;.

I
I Name..


