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capacity for doing good is worshipped. Yet even
these are getting uneasy at the influence Popery
has acquired and is acquiring.

What is, then, the world? Itisa vast system,
grown up after man had departed from God, of
which Satan is actually, though not by right of
course, the god and the prince. Man was driven
out of the place in which God had set him in inno-
cence and peace. He gave up God for his lusts,
under the influence of Satan, who thus got power
over him. His way back to the tree of life was
barred by divine power. He has indeed built a
city, where God had made him a vagabond, and
adorned it by the hands of artificers in brass and
iron, and sought to make it agreeable by those
who handle the harp and organ (Gen. iv.). But
he is without God in it. Left without law, the
world became so bad that God had to destroy
mankind, save eight .ersons, by the Deluge.
Under law, man plunged into idolatry, from which
no prophetic warnings could ultimately deliver
him. God sent His son: *“God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imput-
ing their trespasses unto them” (2 Cor. v.); but
man would have none of Him ; He was cast out
of the vineyard and slain. The world is a system
sprung up from man’s disobedience and departure
from God in its origin, and which has turned God
out of it as far as it could when He came into it :
in mercy. Hence the Lord says of it as a system,
‘* Now is the judgment of this world” (John «xii.).




