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through difficult times. And should ..tere be, as 
here, only a single witness left for God in this 
world, may we be that one, that despised Jotham, 
the last of all, but standing steadfast for God. 
Preserved by the providential goodness of Jeho­
vah, “ he went and stood on the top of Mount Ge­
rizim" (ver. 7). Moses, in the past, had decreed 
that six tribes should stand on Mount Ebal to 
curse, and six on Gerizim to bless. Joshua had 
remembered this when the people entered Canaan, 
but since then Israel had morally chosen Ebal, the 
place of cursing. Jotham chose Gerizim, the place 
of blessing, and he stood there alone. As God's 
witness, in face of the whole people, he lifted up 
his voice and spoke a fable in their ears, proclaim­
ing the blessing of faith and also the consequences 
of the unfaithfulness of the people. Jotham is, in 
his own person, the representative of the blessings 
of the true Israel of God ; as to himself, feeble and 
persecuted, yet able to enjoy the favour of God 
and testify for Him, bearing fruit to His glory.

In his recital, three trees refuse to be promoted 
over the other trees. They depict, according to 
the word, the different characteristics of Israel 
under the blessing of Jehovah. The olive tree 
said : “Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by 
me they honour God and man, and go to be pro­
moted over the trees ?" (ver. 9). Oil answers to 
the unction and the power of the Holy Spirit by 
which God and men are honoured. The Israel of 
God can only realize this power, when in thorough


