
HE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN. 7
and Arya Kouiaj, a aeries of reformed 
brahiuauical lauha, which adopt muuu 
01 tue Christian moral code, but reject 
Jesus Christ aa the bon of Uod.

it is oi Hinduism Uiat one chielly 
thinks in speaking ol India's r -bgion, tbe 
other laithd are all annul sevts compared 
with it. The Hung to be considered is 
its growth during tüe centuries, nom tbe 
simple nature worship of tbe Aryans to 
tbe gigantic system oi mingled philosophy 
and idolatry wbiuh exista at the present 
day. It has been said—“Hinduism is a 
social league and a religious alliance. As 
a social league, 
lias its roots d 
incuts of tbe _ 
haute, it represents tbe union ol tbe Ve- 
dic lait'h ol tbe Brahmans with Budd
hism on the one band, and with the rud
er rites of the non-Aryans on the other 
hand.”

an end to government management of 
inudu temples and tueir rites, and to the 
attendance ol government oinuwJe on nea- 
tlieu leoiivals m order to add to their 
dignity. 2sol long ago converts to Curia- 
tiauily lost their civil rights. Missionar
ies agitated, and a law was passed that 
a change 01 laitb did not involve tue loss 
oi civil liberty.

'ihe story oi missions in India is only 
the process ol love at work, lue power 
is mighty which it wields, it is tuat oi 
tne only true God; and Hinduism will 
surely lall in the < nd.

Hollow through and through the day «-*' 
its downhill must come and cannot tan

INDIA: ITS PEOPLES AND RE
LIGIONS.*

By Miss R. W. Chase, B.A.
(Condensed from February Record.)
It is almost impoeaible for anyone who 

has not come into personal contact with 
the Oriental# to appreciate the almost total 
disimilarity of character and custom which 
forms a great gulf between them and us, 
brought about hy centuries of training in 
different directions. For centuries India 
hue lived an exclusive, self-centred, and 
self-absorbed life, proudly and blindly sut- 
isfieu that her ancient social, religious, 
and philosophical systems were the high
est and noblest in the world, and out off 
from enlightening intercourse with other 
nation» by their rigid caste system. Even 
yet a man’s caste is broken if he d&rue 
to make a trip to England. The influence 
of English government has done much to 
break down these ideas and they are be
ginning to shake, but have not yet fallen.

it resis upon caste, and 
deep down in the ruce-cle- 
lndiau*. As a religious al-

THE FALLING DARK.

By Margaret E. bangs ter.
“Come in’ tm late!” The mother calls, 

And boy and girl must leave their play, 
Since home is best lor cbildieu, when 

They reach the iar end ol the day.
The lamp alight, the table spiead.

The little things that must be done, 
The hearth-glow vu each curly head.

How dear they are, at set oi sun. 
“Come in, ’tie late!” A call like Hus 

In tender accents, mother-mild,
Khali summon "s to leave our tasks,

Ur leave ou. -auung in the wild.
Oh, blithe we’ll near that homing call, 

And swiit we’ll haste to reach the door, 
That leads into the lighted hall 

Where darknese entereth never more.

The other religions in India should be 
mentioned. Buddhism sprang up about 
2ÔU B.C., as a revolt against the priestly 
and caste systems of Brahmanism, and 
reigned in India about one thousand

it preached the brotherhood of man, 
and at lirst was atheistical, casting aside, 
with the priests of Brahmanism, all their 
gods. It held to the doctrine of traiM- 
migratiou, teaching salvation through 
lives of merit in many births, but its 
heaven was extinction, and not absorp
tion into any diet y. 
iginally no temples or idols, but only 
monasteries, which were seats of learn 
ing. The new doctrine made mighty ad
vances, and for centuries 
went down before it.

The population of India, w|iich is divid
ed into many nations, each having its 
own language, customs, etc., numbers 
nearly three hundred millions, or about 
•ne- fifth of the whole human race. There 

are as id to be over a hundred languages 
and a much larger number of dialects, 
but the language most widely known is 
Hindi, just as the Hindus are the most 
important people numerically, and Hindus 
the religion of widest extent.

Hindi is spoken by about one hundred 
milhons of people, about one-third of the 
population, and can be understood by 
many tribes having distinct dialects of 
their own. Urdu, or Hindustani, a mix
ture of Hindi and Persian, has l»een the 
Court language of India ever since the 
Mohammedan invasion and conquest, 1000 
A.D., and is the consequent mixture of 
the languages of conquerors and conquer
ed. It is understood by educated natives 
in all the large towns and cities of India.

There were or-

8PARK8 FROM OTHER ANVILS.

Christian Guardian: All the gold in tile 
world, or the lack of it, cannot win or 
influence tbe man that is settled last in 
principles of honesty.

Presbyterian Witness: Girls going to 
oities in Canada or the United blutes 
would tind to their advantage to take let
ters of introduction to a minister, and to 
the Women’s Christian Association. The 
tie that binds Christian people to one an
other is strong, and it would be much 
stronger if more frequently put to the test.

Michigan Presbyterian: No matter how 
great a Christian’s progress may be in 
faith, or love or patience or hope, it be 
abide not in Christ “he is cast forth 
branch and is withered.” 
and charming and helpful a Christian’s life 
may be, apart from Christ he can only be 
a dead branch.

Lutheran Observer: What we need for 
strong, victorious Christian character is 
not change of outward circumstances, but 
the purpose to “abide with God” in what
ever lot the providential ordering of life 
may place us. Certainly the servants in 
the parable were not made rulers 
many things until they had shown them
selves faithful over few.

Herald and Presbyter: The aggregate 
amount of Christian duties may be reduced 
to three things—faith, obedience and 
ience; and the vital principle which 
mates them all is submission. Faith is a 
submission to the oracles of God; obedi
ence is a submission to the commanding 
will of God. Patience is a submission to 
the chastisements with which God 
see fit to visit us.

Sunday School Times: There is a time 
to be arbitrary and autocratic; and every 
one of us ought to satisfy his natural in- 
clination to be so by recognizing this.

The passion for dominion is divine,” says 
a prominent English preacher; “it is proof 
of our kinship to God.” Well, then, let 
us prove our divine kinship by exercising 
autocratic rule over the one whom God 
has placed absolutely under our own con
trol. That one is self. We have unlimit
ed authority direct from heaven to rule 
self, to put self under, without explaining, 
without consideration for self's feelings, 
without reference to seifs rights. Here 
is a real safety valve for the prompting m 
every breast to wield the power of an abso
lute monarch. To exercise this control is 
even better than taking a city.

migniy , 
Brahmanism

The Mohammedans invaded India about 
1UUU A.D., and ruled there upwards of 
seven hundred years. They are re#i»onsi- 
tde for the seclusion and much of the 
degraded position of women among the 
Hindus, l'hoir own women were seclud
ed and the Hindus soon found that they 
must seclude theirs too if they would pro
tect them from the conquerors. A iter- 
wards the Hindus adopted Uie Moham
medan idea, that women must be seclud
ed on account of their lack of so many 
virtues, and their prunenese to vice.

Mohammedanism, as a religion, is strict
ly non-idolatrous, and its worship in 
trast to the d 
temples,
But their

all earthly desires will be gratified, and 
hell, a place in which they can view 

from paradise their enemies in torment.

Some of the outstanding rules govern
ing the castes are. that they can not in
termarry, must not eat together, and that 
each caste must keep to its own occupa
tion. To come in contact with even the 
shadow of a Sudra is pollution. The Code 
of Manu, in its section on the Law of 
Caste, lays down a set of rules gov 
all the details of individual, family and 
social life, which have no parallel in the 
world, and the restraints of which often 
seem so childish, trivial, and hap-hatard, 
that it is difficult to realize that for a 
Hindu to violate them is to lose his social 
position.

rites of Hindu 
wholly spiritual, 

hearts are untouched and their

However fairisgust mg 
almost

ipurilied by their religion, their 
is but a sensual paradise where

their
Caste has its effect upon mission work 

in India, and it is on account of if. that 
educational methods are used so much

tempted without special permission and 
invitation. Half an hour or an hour spent 
in listening to street preaching fails to 
undermine the proud philosophy of the 
educated upper classes, especially as the 
theological terms whiili a preacher must 
perforce use in speaking their language, 

vey not the Christian ideas which they 
signify to the mind of the speaker, but 
the Hindu ideas which cling to them in 
the mind of the hearer.

All classes, however, high or low, will, 
for the sake of the education given, send 
their children to mission schools and col
leges even though they know Christian
ity will he taught there. And in these 
the missionary has great opportunities for 
patient and systematic teaching of the 
Message which he was sent to bring. And 
then from the schools oome invitations to 
the homes.

The divinity of Jeau* Christ they fierce
ly deny; they accept Him as a prophet, 
but inferior to Mohammed. The Molium- 
medans are most difficult to reach with 
the Gospel message, because once they 
overthrew what they considered an idol
atrous form of Christian worship \ 
they overthrew the Greek and Roman 
Churches of the East with their pictures 
and images of Mary and the saints. They 
•till connect this form of worship with all 
forms of Christianity, and as they abhor 
idolatry, they deepise Christianity as 
they conceive of it. To recognize even 
the Trinity seems to them blasphemous. 
“There is one God,” they say, “end Mo
hammed is hie prophet.” The direct de
scendants of the Arab invaders of India 
are the most fanatical among this sect; 
the converts made from Hinduism are leys

largely than in other countries, 
to house visitation cannot be at-

pat-

The Christian religion occupies a prom
inent place in the eyes of all India today. 
Educated natives are aware that every 
reform in the crimes of Hinduism has 
been made at the instance of Christian 
missioiiaaries, from the days of Carey to 
the present time. Everywhere Christian 
missionaries have led the way and the 
government has followed, 
began medical work among women, and 
instituted schools for girls. Missionaries 
agitated for the abolition of suttee and 
infanticide. Missionaries helped to put

The principal religions found todn
India a . , , M.V in

re, m order or numerical impor- 
------- Hinduism, Mohammedanism, De
mon-worship, Buddhism (almost wholly 
confined to Burma), Sikhs, Christians, 
Jams, Pa races, and Jews. Besides these, 
there are what are known as eclectic 
■ects, the Brahmo-Soraaj, Parthna-Somaj,

Missionaries
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