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SESSIONAL PAPER No. , The Legislature, determined not to to
“ extraordinary proceeding was singulai e o . criminal offence to present
“ annoyed by any more petitions, passed an ac ° tbe settled order of things,
“ a petition asking for any change in the gov ei Quarter Session or by three or more 
“ unless approved of by the Grand Jury ^ nn frauds are not a modern invention, 
“magistrates. It would seem from this a t 1 nd among a people whom we“but flourished in full vigor in the eighteenth centjyand^amo^g

“ have sometimes been taught to regard as examp b w practieally completed, 1
“ With reference to my work in Fredericton, vvhich is no^^p^^ j have been

“ may say in a general way that I have ma e is ^e«, will be available for
“ able to reach and had them placed in :such Ywîthout £0pe that the Provincial govern- 
“the students of Canadian history. Noi a enactment of Archives and gather al
“ ment may at some not distant day establis P where they will be safe from fire
“these precibus documents together in some building where tney
“ and be properly cared for. Maritime Provinces is to obtain a list o

“The work that remains to be done in , 0f Prince Edward Island, and
“ the historical documents possessed by the Ijoveii details of the historical material
“ to visit each county seat for the purpose of o i ml S hands, the examination ot
“there. Add to this the discovery of documents >n prnate fi^s’where they velate to
“ Church registers and the copying of inscrip have been said to show that there
“ the leading incidents of a man’s life and enough ^avebee^ „
“ is still much work to be accomplished before o Mr

An examination of the archives has been commenced ofanthe Toronto
Laidlaw, a member of our staff, with the able assistance ° „erati0ns should be con 
Public Library. It is desirable however, that more ext* nsi\ »ect 0f directing
ducted in every part of the Dominion, because records.
attention to the importance of preserving bot l 1 , , wp „ be,dn-

The number of historical enquire., is increasing ^ ^ Jnited State’s in
ning to feel the influence of the activity mam • vears runs parallel
everything which concerns their history—a lustoiv \\ nt 101 midst to the

»» <""■ Or. possibly, we may “= ^1',"p^tj of the country, 
more ample leisure many now enjoy as a result there is a taste for a
To whatever cause we attribute the movement, it is e\i en ^ . attention
higher order of historical literature, and that scholars are turn 
towards the construction of history on scientific^ ^ the splendid heritage
sign. But, before our students can reap . hfg to be undertaken by the
bequeathed to them by departed centuries, a g> The volume8 on our shelves,
State, the magnitude of which is not at present it ■ ■ j history or of
accessible to the public, arc inadequate, cither tor t 1^*®^ q{ their contents. It
constitutional archaeology, not only in number, > matters
has been our custom to pay little attention to documents that do not ie 
within our present territorial limits. We cannot, however, treat
the standpoint of the local historian. The scope of our re^h ne^s to WWged^ 
as to bring together all the records illustrating c\uy V last which at length
little in our Archive, concerning the remarkable growth ot l"= "?” =*• ïmtte col- 
provoked the jealousy ot the two leading power, in Europe, and brough””,Mr. 
onial struggle between England and France ; and >el t ns 1" 111,1 United
est, and it affected our national development long before the history of the
States had a coherence of its own. _

It is true that the archives of various countries have been on y par »» > a
on our behalf, even within the limitations I have mentions


