
good ime to gather in the village. The Bth Brigade was
in reserve two miles behind the Ue. At noon nothing
was further from thotîghit of offleers and mien than a
sustained charge in the open against the enemy. But
unexpectedly the opporttunity camne and every marn was
ready. The plan wýas the entire brigade to advance a
mile behind the sugar refinery, penetrate the village as

far as possible and hold on. Counting on the Frencli
clan in attack w'ere the 22nd Battalion placed in front
for the attack on the rîght hiaif of the village; the 25th
Battalion on the left. *rhc '26t1i followed elosely on the

heels of the 29nd; and for this reason, it Nwas pointed out.
suffiered more heavily from the sheil fire of the cnemny.
The 2-Ith Battalion wvas given a simnilar position in sup-
porting the 25th. Tt -%as a day of record brcaking. Tt
was said afterward that the G. 0. C. on tie Somme de-
clared that tlic Second Canadian Division that day had
accomplishied more than any othier division since the oflien-
sîve was latinclied two months and a haîf before. The

5th B3rigade was said to have heen the first B3ritish
Brigade sinee :dons to advance in tlie open under beavv

shel fire, and obtain all their tobjective-a record -whicih
of course lias been broken again and again eince that
time. As for the 26tli they Made a new n dof cap-
turing more prisoners that day than their entire strengtl
in action. With wild cries aiid irre-qistible dashi the 2-2nd
Battalion, after crossing the mile, swept with artillery
and rifle firz, met the Gerroan defenders hand to hand
and broke through line alLer line of trenclies. They
-were not to he w%%ithstood and d.-shed rnadly through the

streets lcaving inany isolatcd parties of Germians in
strongly fortified posts in the rear. Righlt throtugh the
village -cnt tlîe sons of tie habitant and not tintil they
liad rcaehed concrete trenchcs far in the rear Nvhere Lhev
halted. Close bclindl came tie men of the 2Gtlh. It wasl
their duty to clear the cellars and take the last desperate
Huns from thc dug-out. I t was diesperate x'ork,, for
these places were stronglN, fortificd and some of the
enemy fought to the ]ast.* Six hundred prisoners were
gathered in.

cpi). A. Audette.


