
res which arc

The contrariety which our fallen nature feels to

this hoiy difcipline of t<ie Gofpcl, is the chief

fourccofall that oppofition which it has met with

in every period of time, and meets with at this day.

Were the truths of Chriftianity merely fpecula-

tive_-wcre they intended to have no influence on

the heart and conduct of mankind; there would

probably be no more oppofition to them, than there

is t& the truths that are urtfolded by folving a

rnath^atical problem. But human pride, and_

I

human corruption rife inftantly againftthofc truths*

i
which would fubdxic and utterly root them out,.

The dcfign of the Gofpel, however, is the fame

at this day, that it was when firft: publiftied i and

it is equally the power of God unto fdvatton, to all

that truly believe j whether Jews or Gentiles, whe-

ther born in a land of Heathens, or of Chriftian

Profeflbrs. This dc%n (hould therefore be e\[er

kept in view by thofc to whom the miniftry of the

Gofpel is committed ; and they fhould, among

other things, endeavour to rcdtify any miftakes

concerning it, into which their brethren may have

fi^llen. They ihould go forth in the fpirit, ^nd

imitate the example, of its firft Preacher^, both in

do(ftrine, in life, in zeal and exertion; and hum-
bly pray for God's blefling on their labours. It is

thus they may exped filcccfs, and that the Gofpel

will be attended with its former efficacy in r^orm*
ing mankind.
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